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AIM(S)

· To explore the history of cinema and the manner in which war has been represented in film

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Analyse films from different time periods and which depict different historical conflicts.

· Discuss the problems and potentialities of using film as a medium to understand, represent and interpret the past.

· Understand aspects of film theory and scholarly literature on the techniques used by filmmakers to depict the past.

INDICATIVE CONTENT

The module explores the manner in which war has been represented in film throughout history, and the technological and conceptual links between the medium of cinema and warfare. 

Topics covered could include:
· Cinema and War: Key Terms and Concepts
· Early Cinema and the Spanish-American War
· The Birth of a Nation and the American Civil War
· Battleship Potemkin and the Russian Revolution
· Ivan the Terrible and the Stalinism
· Spartacus and the Cold War
· 300 and the Persian Wars
· Kingdom of Heaven and the Crusades
· Mangal Pandey and the 1857 Indian Rebellion
· 1971 and the Troubles

Study Time Allocation
The study time for the module is divided as follows:
	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	20
	10%

	Independent learning
	180
	90%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Critical Analysis
	1500 words 
	30%



Assessment Component 2
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	3500 words 
	70%



Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%




INDICATIVE READING LIST

	Module Code
	HPHI5903

	Module Title
	Cinema and War

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Rosenstone, R.A. History on Film/Film on History 2nd ed. (Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2013).
	☒

	Essential
	Virilio, P. War and Cinema: The Logistics of Perception (London: Verso, 2000 [1984]).
	☒

	Essential
	A Companion to the Historical Film ed. by R.A. Rosenstone and C. Parvulescu eds. (Wiley Blackwell: Oxford, 2013).
	☒

	Essential
	Corrigan, T. A Short Guide to Writing about Film (London: Pearson Longman, 2007
	☒

	Essential
	Nelmes, J. Introduction to Film Studies (London: Routledge, 2012).
	☒


	Essential
	Kracauer, S. From Caligari to Hitler: A Psychological History of the German Film. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1947).
	☒

	Essential
	Aberth, J. A Knight at the Movies: Medieval History on Film (London: Routledge, 2003).
	☒


	Essential
	Medieval Film ed. by A Bernau and B. Bildhauer (Manchester: Manchester University Press, 2011)
	☒


	Essential
	Elliot, A.R.B. Remaking the Middle Ages: The Methods of Cinema and History in Portraying the Medieval World (Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2011).
	☒


	Essential
	Elliot, A.R.B. Medievalism, Politics and Mass Media: Appropriating the Middle Ages in the Twenty-First Century (Woodbridge, Suffolk: Boydell and Brewer, 2017).
	☒


	Further
	The Return of the Epic Film: Genre, Aesthetics and History in the 21st Century ed. by A.R.B. Elliot (Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2014)
	☒


	Further
	Elsaesser, T. Weimar Cinema and After: Germany's Historical Imaginary (London: Routledge, 2000).
	☒

	Further
	Film Theory and Criticism: Introductory Readings 8th ed. by L. Braudy and M. Cohen (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2016),
	☐

	Further
	Nowell-Smith, G. ‘On History and the Cinema,’ Screen, 31:2 (Summer 1990): 160–171.
	☒

	Further
	Winkler, M.M. Classical Myth and Culture in the Cinema (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2001).
	☒

	Further
	De Groot, J. Consuming History: Historians and Heritage in Contemporary Popular Culture 2nd ed. (London: Routledge, 2016).
	☐

	Further
	The Cinema Book, ed. by P. Cook (London: British Film Institute, 2007)
	☐

	Further
	Monaco, J. How to Read a Film: Movies, Media, Multimedia; Language, History, Theory (New York: Oxford University Press, 2000).
	☒

	Further
	Richards, J. ‘Film and Television: The Moving Image,’ in History Beyond the Text: A Student's Guide to Approaching Alternative Sources ed. by Sarah Barber and C.M. Peniston-Bird (Abington, Oxon: Routledge, 2009).
	☒

	Further
	Berliner, T. Hollywood Aesthetic: Pleasure in American Cinema (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017).
	☐



