Criminal law assignment. 
'The law governing homicide in England and Wales is a rickety
structure set upon shaky foundations. Some of its rules have been
unaltered since the seventeenth century, even though it has long
been acknowledged that they are in dire need of reform' (Law Commission, 2005)
In England and Wales, 11.7 people per million are victims to homicides every year (Office of national statistics, 2020). Homicide is an overarching term and falls into 3 categories, First-degree murder, second-degree murder and manslaughter. A defendant will fall into one of these depending on a range of specifications. For example, if one can prove that the defendant both had the intention to kill or cause GBH and that the defendant is liable for the death then they will be prosecuted for first-degree murder. Homicide laws that govern England and Wales are under pressure and are highly criticised, but do we need to reform the laws governing Homicide? Are the laws outdated and ineffective?
As it stands the current definition for murder is ‘The crime of unlawfully killing a person especially with malice aforethought’ (Webster, 2021).

Current laws 
As the law currently stands, a person's liable for murder if there’s evidence of actus-reus being present, both to cause Grievously bodily harm or death. This is demonstrated in the case of Thomas Allen, a man who was sentenced to 5 years in prison after killing a man over a dispute outside of a pub. Allen never intended to kill the V, however the jury found that he aware that his actions proposed a possibility for serious harm to come from his actions (Tidman, 2020). 
The current procedure to sentencing murder requires there to be evidence of Men's rea, the most punishable form of men's rea is intent. Direct intent is where the D purpose was the bring about those prohibited results, murder in this case. Indirect intent requires the D to acknowledge that their actions meant there was a possibility of death. 
There is high amounts of controversy around the intend that Is required for murder. 
Partial defence in homicide law, where a D who killed or was involved in killing another V but is not charged and convicted with murder if there’s a loss of D self-control. The prosecution must be able to prove and highlight this evidence. The D will be charged with voluntary manslaughter. The second most serious offence of homicide. 


Reasons bad and good 
The statement above, a comment from the Law commission (2005) clearly states that some of the laws have not been restructured or changed since the seventeenth century. Britain has modernised drastically since, providing evidence that the laws are outdated. YES
The state of affairs has been in the Fireline for parliament since they released the sentencing’s rebuilt guidelines for murder cases. The new guidelines propose that murder's structure “properly demonstrates degrees of fault and provides appropriate defences.,” (Law commission, 2015). However, the Law has always lacked this type of structure. Considering this information, it is clear to see that the laws governing homicide are in dire need of reform. YES

Changes already made
[image: ]





2
image1.emf
Referencing List  –   criminal law   Office for National statistics (2021) Homicide in England and Wales: Year ending March 2020.  Available  https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/homici deinengla ndandwales/yearendingmarch2020#international - homicide - comparisons , accessed on 14 th   October  2021.   Webster, M (2021) Definition of murder. Available at  Murder | Definition of Murder   by Merriam - Webster , accessed on 14 th   October 2021.    Law commission (2015) Murder, manslaughter and feticide, available at  The Law Commission ,   accessed on 20 th   October 2021.   Tidman, Z (2020) Man kills fellow pub - goer with a single punch over a row over a game of pool.  Available at  Man kills fellow pub - goer with single punch after row over game of pool | The  Independent | The Independent,   accessed on 20 th   October 2021.  


