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WHAT IS PHONOLOGY? |




WHAT IS PHONOLOGY?

Phonology is the scientific study of sound structure and
evolution in Chinese.
« Chinese phonological system

the pronunciation of Chinese characters in a range
of historical periods
Evolution

= A fraditional subject

= More than a thousand years of history
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_IN ANCIENT TIME _

1. Indicated the pronunciation of one character by another character, the formula
like X=Y.

2. A method of notation called fanqie}i Y)was invented. The formula like C=A + B.

A : the initial consonant of the syllable
B : the final and the tone of the syllable

For example,

character X dong = de + 4L hong

2 de indicates the initial consonant of Xdong
#1 hong indicates its final and its tone

It is obvious that Chinese characters are not the accurate phonetic symbols.




THE STUDY OF PHONETICS

_.HOW TO USE IPA (INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET)
. WHAT RULES OF PHONETIC EVOLUTION
" HOW TO FORM PHONETICAL SYSTEM ......
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Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right represents a voiced consonant. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.




THE STUDY OF PHONETICS

_.How T0 USE IPA (INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET)
©_ WHAT RULES OF PHONETIC EVOLUTION
" HOW TO FORM PHONETICAL SYSTEM

Having the knowledge of phonetics, we can
accurately franscribe and compare pronunciations.

Today, it is thanks to the phonetics that we can
reconstructing Old Chinese and Middle Chinese.




UHdcrstanding IS more

imPortant than cramming
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CRAHHING. | &

In China, people have been emphasizing on learning by memorization
since ancient time.

v
X

Just memorize a pair of nouns and terms, but do not
understand how fo use ift.

X Spend lots of fime
X Lose confidence for learning phonology.




UNDERSTANDING

v’ Memorize the stuff effortlessly
v’ Increase interests

Phonology is a scientific study
other than literature. It needs
more rational thinking instead

of sensibility.
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PHONOLOGY IS THE STUDY OF THE PRONUNCIATION IN
@ @ VARIOUS PERIOD OF CHINESE HISTORY

A same Chinese character

W @ have different pronunciation

LT

MippLe CHINESE MobERN CHINESE
| ]
Weikiin Song  Yuan Present
dynasties dynasty dynasty

The pronunciation would change over time-

13




ExAMPLES

chqieli Y)was a product of Middle Chinese period, we
cannot use the modern pronunciation fo read it.

CHARACTER FANGIE

Xing 17 Hu?fl Meng# fan X

Modern pronunciation: ‘Heng’
Palatalization
ni: > | X
Vowel raising
) eng | . J >

ing




Which Pcriocl should we

start with while lcaming

F!’!onologg?




WHICH PERIOD SHOULD WE START WITH WHILE LEARNING
PHoNoLOGY?

Abundant
materials ™

BOOKS, DIALECTS

Middle Chinese is the
key to learn phonology-

N7



CONCLUSION

Having a solid

background of phonetics E<ing

curious

—

Having an exact Middle Chinese
historical perspective phonology
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HOPE YOU STUDY WELL AND HAPPILY




BIBLIOGRAPHY

Books:

Chu Chia-Ning “£ 58 52, Shengyun zhi lu & 5 2 ik, 3nd edn (Taibei: Wunan tushu chuban gongsi, 2019)

Chu Chia-Ning “£ 58 52, Shengyunxue & ¥4, 2nd edn. (Taipei: Wunan tushu chuban gongsi, 2018)

Sybesma, Rint, ‘Encyclopedia of Chinese Lanquage and Linguistics’, Traditional Chinese Phonology, 4 (2011), 3%6-311
Tang Zuopan FE1E, Shengyunxue jiaocheng & iE 5% 2F%, 3nd edn. (Beijing: Beijing daxue chubanshe, 2002)

Wang, William S-Y. and Sun, Chaofen, 7he Oxford Handbook of Chinese Linguistics (New York: Oxford University Press, 2015)
Zhen Wei B[ 15, Shengyunxue: fangfa he shijian 585 . 7121 8 15 (Shanghai: Shanghai quji chubanshe, 2018)

INTERNET:

®  Odden, David, /nfroducing Phonology (2005) <https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/introducing-phonology/what-is- Q

phonotogy/ 3C8AA39FDA38BB8C2E391ABB0OECELSTF> [accessed 21 Septmeber 2024] E i




‘b’:
THANK YOU FOR :

&%
0




	幻灯片 1: How to learn and study phonology efficiently
	幻灯片 2: What is phonology?
	幻灯片 3: What is phonology?
	幻灯片 4: The knowledge of phonetics 
	幻灯片 5: Sound
	幻灯片 6: In ancient time
	幻灯片 7: The study of phonetics
	幻灯片 8: The study of phonetics
	幻灯片 9: Understanding is more important than cramming
	幻灯片 10: Cramming
	幻灯片 11: Understanding
	幻灯片 12: Exact historical perspective
	幻灯片 13: phonology is the study of the pronunciation in various period of Chinese history
	幻灯片 14:  Examples
	幻灯片 15: Which period should we start with while learning Phonology? 
	幻灯片 16: Which period should we start with while learning Phonology? 
	幻灯片 17: Conclusion
	幻灯片 18:  hope you study well and happily
	幻灯片 19: Bibliography
	幻灯片 20: Thank you for listening

