My Athenian Bride

I will never feel love again

‘Tis the eve afore my betrothal
Thoughts of the morrow poison my mind
A rich, opulent wine glides against my bones
Akin to the great river Kifisos,
as it gently flows into the Cephisian Lake

Morning comes
Yet the birds do not chirp,
for even they know it to be a wretched day
Zeus dared not rain down his pity,
as such an act could only add to my sorrow

However intensely the sun gleamed down upon me
the sombre insinuation behind all was not lost on me
I trek through the valleys encompassing a green haze
I am free for the last time
How bittersweet an end to a ballad with such potential

“You scarcely know the girl”
And yet, yesterday I knew the way his hand felt intertwined with my own
I felt the way his presence would fill me with vitality and zeal
How free I felt as we scurried across fields of wheat like mice escaping a den of lions
Only for the sun to fall and swallow us in its crimson glow

I will never feel love again.



Essay

[bookmark: _Int_sh0RugIT][bookmark: _Int_6Ze8wzPI][bookmark: _Int_KLSsJoMF][bookmark: _Int_pCIacaI3]In my poem I initially attempted to use rhyme and a more traditional verse structure. However, as time went on, it became clear that the story the poem tells worked much better in open form due to its themes having more impact when lines can go on for longer or shorter periods of time. The poem itself, about a man in Ancient Greece who is to be married to a woman he barely knows over the man he loves, tells the story of the class system and how important it was in the classical world. As learned in the talks from “sex, gender and sexuality,” it can be evidenced that class was far more important in preventing relationships than gender was. For the rich to sleep with men was not so unnatural, especially with slaves, but having a sincere relationship with someone of the lower classes would be heavily frowned upon. This is referenced in the poem where the narrator reminisces about his time with a man he clearly loves over his bride to be, when they are referred to as “mice escaping a den of lions.” This simile represents the class structure in Ancient Greece as, when he spends time with his lover from the bottom classes, he views them as mice, often thought of as being small and cowardly, compared to the rich who would judge them for this affair being lions, strong and majestic, encompassed in traditional values of masculinity. Masculinity itself in Ancient Greece was also heavily dependent on the class structure as someone who acted flamboyantly and appeared rather feminine could still be seen as masculine if he were rich. We see this in the poem as the narrator of the poem discusses the taste of the wine in the first stanza, addressing his wealth, but also in his descriptions of the wine still attributing to his manliness rather than the modern-day equivalent being someone who doesn’t care much for the taste of alcohol as long as it gets him drunk. 

[bookmark: _Int_7O2ZCGP8][bookmark: _Int_G6j62aDv][bookmark: _Int_hU760J1D]The poem also uses a cyclic technique in which the first and final line of the poem are the same. With these lines being outside of a stanza respectively, it attempts to fashion the idea of the loss of love into the reader’s mind early on and then go on to explain why, only to end on the reinforcement of that initial idea. Throughout the poem, I also attempted to use particular diction in order to create a more vivid image in the reader’s head, using phrases such as “green haze” and “crimson glow” to create a clear, almost nostalgic, idea of these things as the speaker in the poem lives out his final happy memories before submitting to a life he doesn’t want. I also tried so not to make the meaning of the poem too ham-fisted and a little more subtle using the similes such as the mice and lions to engage the reader in a more cognitive approach, rather than just stating that the lover is of a lower class. Overall, in this poem, I endeavoured to create a poem that paints a clear picture in the reader’s head of classical Greece and its ideas about homosexuality, the class system affecting relationships and its ideas of masculinity.
