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ESSAY QUESTIONS: 1,174 WORDS 
YOUTH AND ISLAMIC RADICALISM IN FRANCE

Introduction
November the 13th of 2015 was one of the murkiest and gloomiest day of French Modern History: nine young Muslim people entered in several symbolic places of the French capital and fired innocents’ citizens. Result of this terrorist assault: 130 casualties. France was living one of this these bloodiest night.  The attack was claimed by an islamist terrorist group: Daesh. Even if Isis claimed this attack, the profile of the assailants was quietly surprising: most of them raised in France or Belgium. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In other words, on this essay, we will try to understand the main reasons that let terrorism attack France in its territory and to deconstruct the process of radicalization of young Muslim European people.

1- The profile of the terrorists
Most of terrorists in European attacks are coming from Europe either they are coming from Muslim North African Immigration or were converted to Islam. They decided to hand over their weapons against their own countries and societies, despite the face that they grew up on it. However, not all regions and French areas sent terrorists to Syria, the two main departments that sent soldiers to Daesh were the Seine-Saint-Denis and the Var. Seine-Saint-Denis is known as one of the poorest departments in France and with the highest rate of unemployment. Var, on the second hand, is the department with the most important Tunisian community, and, as Tunisia sent a lot of terrorists, this department followed the trend.
Heureusement que t’as pas parlé des DZ …
Most of profile terrorist studies showed that before becoming terrorists, young’s assailants were offenders and delinquents. According to Professor Séraphin ALAVA[footnoteRef:1], the most powerful and important process of conversion to terrorism is delinquency. [1:  La délinquance serait-elle un passage obligatoire vers la radicalisation des jeunes ? Séraphin ALAVA] 


2- An old social issue
Professor Séraphin ALAVA also claimed that radicalism was not a process of indoctrination, but a conversion and an accession to violent ideologies. In her book, Pr. Daniele Epstein[footnoteRef:2] also clearly established the close link between violence and Islamic terrorism, claiming at the same moment that the real origin of French terrorism was coming from the riots of 2005 in the suburbs of Paris and other main cities of France. Indeed, the same profile and protagonists who putted Paris in fire in 2005 decided to attack with weapon their homeland, expressing at the same time a deep suffering of non-well-being. [2:  Dérives adolescentes : de la délinquance au djihadisme - Danièle Epstein, Erès, 2018] 


3- Modus operandi of terrorist’s enrolment and formation
As mentioned above, most of terrorists of all recent attacks in Europe on the past twenty years are coming from Europe. This vision of producing “local” terrorists in order to show them how attack their homeland is a vision established by Abu Moussab al-Souri in his book “Call to an Islamic global resistance”. According to Pr. Gilles Kepel[footnoteRef:3] this book is the beginning of a new generation of global Islamic terror. Despite the fact that Abu Moussab was one of the leaders of Al Qaeda, he totally criticized the policy of Usama Bin Laden and Mullah Omar and called to a new structuration of the Islamic terror in the world. His main principle and vision is called “Nizam wa la Tanzim” (a system and not an organization) in which he promotes the idea that new terror have to must be global, supple and not hierarchical. This new philosophy allowed the appearance of new type of attacks: the “lone wolf” ones in which a simple person can on his own will decide to attack any symbol, institution of interest of “enemies” and will be automatically asserted and affiliated to affiliated and joined to jihadist groups even if the aggressor has never been in contact with.  [3:  Terreur dans l'Hexagone: Genèse du djihad français – Gilles Kepel – Edition Gallimard] 

In his vision, Abu Moussab also detailed a new structuration of terrorism, this new world resistance must be nearer to Europe according to his own words, it has to be on the doors of Europe, beneficing of the small distance in order to prepare and train new terrorists and let them go back easily to their own countries.
Pr. Gilles Keppel, consider this book of 1600 pages as the new vision and modus operandi of modern Islamic terrorism 
4- The role of social media
Once the modus operandi established, terrorist groups had to find a way to attract young frustrated (c’est fort comme mot) -> extreme and violent people to their nets. Internet and social networks were the best and ultimate place in order to manipulate young people.
An efficient web Serie called 19HH has an huge impact on Muslim youth, Omar Omsen was the mastermind behind this Serie. This web Serie was a mix of conspiracy theories and very emotional videos sequences of bombing of citizens in order to so as to chock the viewer and to incite him to change these things thoughts. David Thomson[footnoteRef:4] provided many interesting testimonials in which repented terrorists explained that even when they killed people, they were making that in order to save mankind and to do good. [4:  Les français jihadistes – David Thomson, 2014] 

Unesco[footnoteRef:5] also made a report in which social media were accused of being one of the most important way of spreading violence to young people. This report also provided recommendations to all countries in order to fight against this scourge while respecting human rights of freedom of expression and opinion. [5:  Les jeunes  et l’extrémisme  violent  sur les médias sociaux, Unesco report] 

5- The lack of Islamic knowledge
A parliamentary study done by the deputy Sebastien Pietransata[footnoteRef:6] clearly established that all Islamic terrorist have no link with Islam but much more with a crisis of identity. The prefect Pierre N’Gahane claimed that “radicalism has no link with religion, it is not a question of converting to Islam, even Muslim people convert themselves to radicalism” source ?.   [6:  La déradicalisation, outil de lutte contre le terrorisme - Sébastien PIETRASANTA Député des Hauts-de-Seine Rapporteur du projet de loi relatif à la lutte contre le terrorisme, 2015, page 15] 

6- The rise of islamophobia in France
Phrase trop longue
The closure of many mosques in France and the spotlight of not able, (and) appropriate imams and scholars such as Hassen Chalghoumi, to the front of the scene clearly fueled the rising of violent terrorism in youth people in Europe[footnoteRef:7]. All this climate let the Islamist violent ideology find an echo in young people.  [7:  Musulman, voilà pourquoi je ne me sens pas représenté par l'imam Hassan Chalghoumi – Nabil Ennasri, le nouvel observateur] 


7- Conclusion
Through the essay, we have detailed many sources and origins of Islamic terror in Europe and some of its causes. As, Pr Alain Bertho[footnoteRef:8] said “the question of Islamic terror was not a question a Islamic radicalization but of an islamisation of an existing violence”. This violence has to be fought by providing a social peace to youth in deprived neighborhoods. [8:  BERTHO Alain, « Le djihad, une islamisation de la rage du désespoir », Actes du Colloque international de Dakar (23-25 novembre 2016), UCAD, « Les relations entre l’Afrique et l’Europe aujourd’hui », Fondation Gabriel Péri, juin 2017] 
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