Digital and material process B1 Thursday 21st November

During the session, you will explore the process of screen printing using standard and opaque pigment binders.  The advantage of pigment binders, are that they relatively easy to print with and adhere to all fabrics after fixation through heat.  Unlike dyes they sit on the surface, the disadvantage of this type of printing is the handle of the fabric after printing and fixing.  Pigment printing will make fabrics stiff to handle and give a particular look and feel to a surface.

Basic Pigment Print: Is translucent and will work better on light or undyed cloth, when two colours are overprinted you will notice/ discover fall on colour.
Opaque Pigment Print: As the name suggests the colour will be opaque and is a great way to print colour onto a dark or dyed grounds.  Generally, this method of printing will cover any background colour or printed colour that has already been applied to the cloth.

Task:
To explore the method of pigment printing onto cloth. 
 
You may wish to print areas of solid/ block colour first and then choose another colour for overprinting finer details.  Consider what happens when you print layers or use the natural transparency of the fabric? Maybe try masking of areas of your screen to break up the image, using masking, washi tape and stencils. Be creative with your approach and expect the unexpected.


During the session you will learn how to:
Safely weigh out binder and mix pigment colour 
Screen print cleanly and set out fabrics for printing on the print tables
Print onto appropriate cloth/ fibre for the process 
Finish/ fix the print to the cloth
And learn about the suitability of process 


N.B. 
To fix your pigment print you will need to heatpress the dried print at 150˚c for 20 seconds.
Larger prints can be fixed by baking at 150˚c for 5 minutes in the baking oven.

Suitable fibres for the above printing method: All
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