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A unique form of 
writing





Academic writing is a 
clearly structured
argument made 
on paper with an 

established format.



The barrister has to successfully make an case 

• Collect information which has to be supported with witnesses.
• Eye witness (primary sources). 
• Expert witness (secondary sources).
• Organise the information and witnesses in a way that a case can be made. E.G. 

who will be called first? What point will you make after each witness? 
• Think about how to make the best use of both types of witnesses to help build a 

convincing case. Who follows who? Make sure all the points you make follow in a 
logical manner. 

• Ensure that NOTHING distracts the jury so they keep focused on the points being 
argued – no stray arguments.  

• After each witness ensure that it is clear how this witness ADDS to the argument. 
• Ensure that there is a flow of logical information or argument – do not jump 

from topic to topic but introduce each new piece as the next step in the logical 
path of the argument.  

• Make a good concluding speech which address ALL the main points of the 
argument in a clear logical fashion. 



Paragraphs help you make your case.

Each paragraph should have a main 
idea, secondary supporting material 
and some comments from you.

Each paragraph should in some way 
link to the one before it and after it.  

If you cannot link it then it would be 
a theme change and then it might be 
good to use a heading. 

The above are NOT paragraphs –
they are bullet points.  



Be critical of suspicious evidence!



Make sure your expert witnesses 
are experts in the relevant field  

Would you ask a 
anthropologist  to give 

expert witness comment 
on particle physics?



Summing Up –
Reminding the Jury of the 

key points of the case 
and then drawing a 

conclusion BASED on the 
evidence YOU have 

presented. 



https://www.phrasebank.man
chester.ac.uk/

Tips on academic language
Or how to make your papers more focused! 

The Academic Phrasebank



You can also collect phases from your reading

Such as: 

• privileging the understanding… (a way to say that a certain idea is dominate)

• yet it would surely be objected…  But this objection misses the point 

• The knowledge born of this practice … 

• To be sure, the…

• nevertheless in so far as.. 

• but one should resist the temptation to assume… 

• application of this logic…. (a way of taking the idea to the next step)

• moreover, what goes for x goes for other components as well (generalizing an idea 
to another area)

• x is not y. To appreciate the contrast… 

• this is not so of x, however.  (uses ‘however’ at the end of a sentence)

• this is not, however, the way …. 


