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c.420 BCE – The Temple of Athena Nike

“The temple of Athena Nike, a temple in the iconic order, tetrastyle, amphiprostyle, was constructed during the years between 427 and 424 B.C.” (YSMA, 2018).
[image: ]The reason for this temple’s construction is widely debated amongst scholars, however “The inscription indicates that a temple to victory was planned as a thank offering and commemoration to Athens leading role in Persian Wars” (Darling, 2004 p. 187). Figure 1: Reconstruction of Athena Nike (Image from: (Robin Francis Rhodes, 1998, p.121)

[image: ]It is the smallest temple at the Acropolis and placed at the southwest corner, at the edge of a high cliff. “This was the spot most vulnerable to attack but also well placed for defense, was very appropriate for the worship of the goddess of victory” (Minollari, 2020).
The art style of the temple is another aspect that is debated, professor of art history and archaeology Kleiner argues that “Part of the frieze was devoted to the battle of Marathon – a human event” (Kleiner and Gardner, 2017). However, museum professional, and teacher Janson argues that “The participants are winged personification of victory rather than citizens of Athens (Horst Woldemar Janson and Janson, 2004, p.14)” Figure 2: Nike adjusting her sandal, from the south side parapet of the temple of Athena Nike (Image from: (Kleiner and Gardner, 2017)
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63. Reconstruction of Nike emple and parape. (From O. Jahn and A. Michacl
s, The Acropolis of Ancient Athens as Described by Pausanias and Other Writ-
ers, Inscriptions and Archaeological Evidence (first published in Bonn, 19013
Chicago, 1976), fig. XX. By permission of Ares Publishers, Inc.]
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