Some considerations when reviewing your allocated papers

A review of an academic article provides a summary and a logical set of critical comments.  It involves multiple reads of the article and associated papers.  Here are some guidelines that may help you construct your paper reviews.

Critique of the topic and title
1. Is the area clearly defined?
2. Is there a logical argument?
3. Are all terms effectively defined?
4. Who is the author and when was the paper published?  
5. Intended audience?
6. What kinds of references and other sources of information used?
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Critique of information
1. Is the evidence accurate?
2. Does the evidence support the views and points expressed?
3. Is the evidence appropriate for the readers?
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Critique of argument
1. How does the paper relate to other papers?
2. Was alternative arguments clearly articulated?
3. What were the assumptions and were they acceptable?
4. Does the point’s contribute to theoretical and conceptual developments?
5. Is there enough data?
6. Are there limitations in the data?  Time, sampling strategy etc.
7. Does the paper synthesis and contextualise the literature effectively?
8. Does the author answer their ‘questions’?
9. Is the article clearly written and presented?
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Structure
· Introduction/summary
· Clear overview of the paper: its aim, objectives, method and brief results. 
· Evaluation
· Transition sentences
· How does it fit with current marine/coastal conservation policy?
· Evidence of reading around the subject: similarities of other work; contradictory findings by other authors
· Evidence of the paper’s key references being sought/read
· Conclusion & References

Process
1. Write a summary outline
2. Consider your critical comments (e.g. list strengths/weaknesses
3. Write the review
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