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How might the code of ethics help to reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence in the police?

Public confidence can readily be impacted by ethics, which police frequently make mistakes that have an impact on the public's confidence and from the negativity around policing. In this In this essay I will analyse how ethics within the police can help reduce incidences of professional misconduct and increase public confidence.
In previous years, public trust in policing have declined due to professional misconduct within England and Wales. Wayne Couzens is a well-known name who have painted a bad representation of policing and had a massive effect on the public confidence. 
In recent years public trust in policing has declined due to professional misconduct within England and Wales. An incident which has painted a bad representation of policing and had a massive effected on the public confidence is the Sarah Everard case. Although Wayne Couzens had passed several vetting checks, this is only a snapshot and cannot ensure the integrity of a person. Couzens showed a lack of accountability and integrity to the public. Since this case, nationwide research from (EndViolenceAgainstWomen, 2021) stated “almost half of women have less trust in police following Sarah Everard murder and 40% of men reported declining trust in the police.” The police set out the code of ethics to ensure officers always do the right thing and have awareness of their actions. Couzens showed no remorse to this, and his criminal behaviour have led the public to have no trust nor confidence in policing. 
Police officers should feel confident to challenge any behaviour they believe is unprofessional, which is set out in the code of ethics.

Society puts massive trust in the police to keep us safe. 


The police are not always perceived negatively and often are seen doing the right thing by reflecting on the code of ethics while responding to incidents. There have been many events over the years which have shown the enormous success from policing, such as, the Queen’s funeral 2022, Champion League final 2017 and NATO summit – Celtic Manor 2014. 


Police officers exercise significant powers. The misconduct regime is a key part of the accountability framework for the use of these powers. If public confidence in the police service is to be maintained, outcomes should be sufficient to demonstrate individual accountability for any abuse or misuse of police powers. These outcomes must also be imposed fairly and proportionately, and must be used to achieve organisational justice.

Ethics should be considered as moral principles. These set out to be fair, professional with honest and integrity, which “supports decision-making and professionalism relating to maintaining professional relationships with the members of public,” (College of Policing 2023). They are there to guide police officers on how they should be performing, in order to provide the best service to the members of public. 





Guidance on outcomes in police misconduct proceedings 2022 (college.police.uk)
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How effective is a multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders?


In this essay, I will be analysing whether the multi-agency approach as a means of managing violent and sexual offenders (MAPPA) is effective. I will base my answer on academic research and case studies when considering the effectiveness on this approach. 

Each violent and sexual offender that is being managed under MAPPA, will still carry a risk of reoffending if not managed properly. Research which as stemmed from The National MAPPA Research, has shown an actual decrease in reoffending rates. “Reoffending rate of those managed under MAPPA are less than half of that of the national average, with the one-year proven reoffending rate for MAPPA managed individuals at 12.2% compared to national overall one-year proven reoffending rates of between 30% and 31.3% over a similar time frame” (AngeliaRuskinUniversity,2023). This illustrate that MAPPA does work, when used sufficiently and is an effective approach. Not only there have been a decreased in reoffending but also a decrease in serious offences being committed by violent and sexual offenders, which demonstrates the effectiveness of MAPPA, not only is MAPPA protecting the public but will also increase the public confidence with the reduction of risk with serious harm. 

MAPPA becomes more efficient when all agencies communicate, in which there is a lack of both information sharing and communication from all agencies, when preparing offenders to leave prison or if in a facility for their mental health. Due to the communication gets forgotten about or left too late. A report from HM Inspector of Probation states that “for cases managed at the lower Level 1, contact is not sufficient, reviewing is too often unsatisfactory and pre-release communication between prisons and community probation staff is limited and happening too late” (HMInspectorateofProbation, 2022.) with this in mind, several individuals are being rejected for MAPPA, as a result of agencies not correctly sharing information, which the nature of the offence, they should be handled under MAPPA. This shows, improvements are needed in better training and direction, as well as improved agency-wide communication. 

This also links in with offenders being managed under the incorrect level of MAPPA. A report from (HMInspectorateofProbation, 2022) states MAPPA cases (98.4%) are managed by level 1…Level 1 cases should be subject to regular reviews, and the information gained shared between all agencies working with that person. Over a fifth of the Level 1 cases, we inspected, should have been managed at Level 2, which was a concern.” This suggest, in situation where management and accountability are crucial, serious cases are often set aside, which will then put the public in potential danger, due to the risk of reoffending increases when offenders are not managed efficiently. Whether this is due to MAPPA being understaffed, undervalued or underused.”





While it is evident that MAPPA needs to make improvements, MAPPA is still effective. Reoffending rates have decreased, which not only does it protect the public, but public confidence also increases. Majority of MAPPA users are being managed at level, which the percentage continues to increase each year.  





20 years of Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements (MAPPA) – they are ‘underused’, and further improvements are needed (justiceinspectorates.gov.uk)

MAPPA scheme reduces reoffending – new research - ARU





To what extent is ‘lifestyle’ theory an accurate reflection of what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of Serious and Organised Crime? – 1000 words

In this essay I will be discussing how ‘lifestyle’ through psychological and socio-economic factors has a reflection on what makes certain people vulnerable to becoming a victim of serious and organised crime.

Serious and organised crime gangs take advantage of the disparity in power, in which they will use both child and vulnerable adults to criminally exploit them to county lines through manipulation.  
 Child or young adult who have been exposed to adverse childhood experiences such as, domestic abuse, neglect, child abuse, sexual abuse, mental health, or substance misuse will put them at greater risk of being exploited. This will often come down to the childhood lifestyles, in which these people will want the feeling of belonging which puts them at greater risk of becoming the victim of these crimes. For example, a child or young adult may believe they have no choice but to join the gang due to their childhood lifestyles, by which the trauma they have been through.  A article from the (NSPCC, 2019), states that the person may feel “Peer pressure and wanting to fit in with their friends, they want to feel respected and important, they want to feel protected from other gangs, they want to make money and are promised rewards, they want to gain status and feel powerful or they’ve been excluded from school and don’t feel they have a future”, (NSPCC, 2019.)These vulnerable child and adults, could be struggling, need additional support and do not see any way out. Often these people did not choose to be exploited into serious and organised crime but in return they will receive money, gifts, drugs, alcohol, food belonging and status. 


https://salusjournal.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/cc.pdf
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