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Introduction


According to GOV.UK (2021) the historic global agreement was made in 2015 by United Nations. 17 Sustainable Development Goals were developed by the world leaders, and it was agreed by all United Nations Member States, “eradicate extreme poverty, fight inequality and injustice and leave no one behind”. (GOV.UK, 2021). According to United Nations (2022a) The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development delivers a universal outline for peace and wealth, and dignity for all countries, in the present and the future. 17 Sustainable Development Goals were created to safeguard a good quality and viable future, for the people and the planet by balancing economic growth, social needs, environmental development, and saving the earth. (Fonseca, Domingues and Dima, 2020). 

[bookmark: _Toc113557778]17 Sustainable Development Goals
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(CONCERN worldwide, 2021)
Figure1: “Explained: The Sustainable Development Goals”




1. No Poverty
To decrease poverty, need to guarantee social protection for all vulnerable groups including children. 1 out of 10 people lives in severe poverty nowadays, difficult to reach basic needs such as access to water, education, and health. (United Nations, 2022b). 

2. Zero Hunger
The number of hungry people started to slowly increase in 2015, behind this are climate change, the covid 19, and economic problems. Reaching the aim to end hunger, needs urgent action, both with humanitarian aid and with a reasonable reform of agriculture and food production. (United Nations, 2022c). According to CONCERN worldwide (2021) SDG2 plays a vital part in achieving other goals, without enough nutritious food impossible improve health and school performance.

3. Good Health and Well-Being
The basic pillars of sustainable development are health and well-being. Necessary to act for the wide range of diseases and different health issues eradication, improve the finance of the health system, focusing on access to comprehensive medical care. Decrease maternal mortality and prevent the death of newborns and children, improve health for the world population to increase life expectancy. The present, covid 19 brought a health crisis, which pointed to the importance of preparedness. (United Nations, 2022d).

4. Quality Education 
Education is a key element of breaking poverty. Almost five per cent of children worldwide stayed out of school in 2018. 750 million illiterate adults were all over the world in 2016. (United Nations, 2022e).
5. Gender Equality
Gender Equality in the workforce is not on track to be achieved by 2030, there is a significant difference between statistics of employability in men and women averaging the ratio of 28% women-72% men. Gender equality not just represents the workforce but everyday life, such as violence, marrying, sexual and reproductive rights, and women's land rights. Many of these needs serious improvement. (United Nations, 2022f).

6. Clear Water and Sanitation
Water and hygienic necessities are basic services for humanity which will be lacking services by 2030 for billions of people. Over 300 years wetland ecosystem had a net loss of 85%. Population growth, climate change, land cover and land use are effective drives for better clean water and sanitation systems. (United Nations, 2022g).
7. Affordable and Clean Energy
Primarily the war in Ukraine is driving up energy prices so the EU came to the need to effectively come up with plans to invest in affordable and clean energy. In 2020 there was only 69% of the population that had access to affordable and clean energy, without access to cooking fuels live in Asia and Africa. Since 2015 renewable energy per capita was raised by 57.6 per cent. (United Nations, 2022h).
8. Decent Work and Economic Growth
Economic growth is stalled by recent events of covid-19, rising inflation, supply-chain distributions, and market challenges. It is also set back further by the crisis that is happening in Ukraine. The unemployment rate is also well above the pre-pandemic level by 0.8 %. (United Nations, 2022i).
9. Industry Innovation and Infrastructure
The industry that was halted by the pandemic is still suffering on the lower scale levels. The technologically improved industry is the most resilient against crises than its lower counterparts. (United Nations, 2022j).
10. Reduced Inequalities 
The pandemic made the biggest impact on inequalities between countries and set back development for about two decades. Globally the refugees had the highest record in 2021 in line with the Ukraine refugee crisis. (United Nations, 2022k).
11.  Sustainable Cities and Communities
Sustainable cities and communities mainly feel safe. This sadly is decreasing due to breathing polluted air, leaving solid waste from big cities, not enough public transportation, and no existing local disaster risk plan. (United Nations, 2022l).
12.  Responsible Consumption and Production
Responsible consumption and production values got staggered by the pandemic and supply chain issues. In addition to food loss, there is also food waste which is a staggering amount of 931 million tons. The pandemic also created other issues such as plastic pollution. (United Nations, 2022m).
13.  Climate Action
With climate change, climate action needs to happen, there are various levels and degrees of levels of new dangers with the current climate change that is happening. Sea level rise, drought, medium-large scale disasters, co2 emission increases, and rising global temperatures. These are all the different changes that will impact us but climate finance still falls short of a $100 Billion yearly investment. (United Nations, 2022n).
14.  Life Below Water
As much as we know life is continuously being endangered by our actions on the planet namely by plastic/marine pollution, overfishing, acidification, eutrophication, and by ocean warming. These actions are threatening marine life and limiting the ocean's cooling capacity to moderate climate change. (United Nations, 2022o).
15.  Life on Land
Forests are destroyed every year because of agricultural expansion, covid-19 has no funds for agricultural spending. There is around 49.6% cropland expansion and 38.5% livestock grazing. Animal life is also at risk of extinction an increasing number. Half of the key areas although now are successfully protected. (United Nations, 2022p).
16.  Piece, Justice and Strong Institution
Covid-19 did not help achieve peace globally. 1 in 95 people are forcefully displaced now. Globally 1 in 6 businesses face bribe payments. Human rights laws also decreased in 2021. The birth of about 1 in 4 children is officially not documented so they don’t exist officially and legally. (United Nations, 2022q).
17.  Partnerships for Sustainable Development
Sustainable development covers key specific areas for partnerships such as finance, information communications and technology, trade, data monitoring and accountability. Many developing countries cannot fill out all these different keys to cover them. Globally everybody is facing a multitude of challenges in the health social environmental and peace and security spectrum and there is a need to make cooperation and find successful solutions to these areas. (United Nations, 2022r).
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Good health and well-being as a goal was effectively challenged via the global covid-19 pandemic, even before when countries were achieving their health outcomes it devastates these goals for the poorer countries. Suffering from these born the new goalposts to 2030. These goals include reducing the mortality ratio by 70 to 100,000 births. For a good living standard, there should be reduced drug and narcotic use. Universal health coverage should be the main selling point until 2030, also healthcare does not just mean staying healthy but reducing deaths and illnesses from chemicals and air and water. Covid-19 showed that there is not enough research and development being done on vaccines and medicines that are for communicable and noncommunicable diseases which are affecting countries in accordance with Doha Declaration on the Trips agreement and public health. Countries should strengthen their capacity for early warning and risk reduction in global and national health risks. (United Nations, 2022u).

[bookmark: _Toc113557781]SDG 4, Quality Education 

Education matters to bring more people in line with their societal upbringing and establish them in a society full of possible outcomes and values and escape poverty. With the covid-19 pandemic, countries announced that they would close schools closures and impacting around 91% of people worldwide. Hundreds of millions of people remained illiterate in writing and reading skills. The biggest challenges are faced by Africa. Therefore, rules were set up to make progress by 2030 such as children completely free and goal-oriented education, there would be no gender issues in education and ensure that everybody has the same access to training would they have any disabilities. Schools need to teach relevant skills including technical and vocational skills, and a sustainable amount of knowledge and skills to promote the development of sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality or promotion of cultural peace and non-violence. Also, the more people go to school and university, the more teachers, and professors these places need to give back the required knowledge and education that students need, therefore they also need to increase the available number of teachers and professors, especially in the least developed countries. (United Nations, 2022s).
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During the global pandemic covid-19, countries were left alone to deal with their problems financially and strategically in panic, not so later countries just started to work together on issues when it was already needed working on supplier shortages, mask, gloves, vaccines etc. Even then financial support remained diminishing, and data were still lacking for future development. Covid-19 threatened this support and growth project between countries by reducing its effects by it around 40%. Technological advantages were made by developed countries. For everybody to work together there should be a common goal to join SDG groups and differentiate between national and state levels of problem-solving. There are different goals set up by multi-stakeholder partnerships, systemic issues, trade, capacity building and technology, data monitoring and accountability. (United Nations, 2022t).
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According to Woking Borough Council (2022a) Woking is located in heart of Surry, easy to access London Waterloo by train, it takes just half an hour. According to the Office of National Statistics (2022) the population was 103,900 in 2021, it has increased by 4,7% from 2011. England overall has increased 6.6% which is higher than the increase for Woking, also Southeast has had a higher increase rate by 7.5%. (Office of National Statistics, 2022).
[image: ]
(Office of National Statistics, 2022).
Figure 1: `Population change of selected local authority areas in the South East between 2011 and 2021`

Comparing people aged 65 years and over in Woking and England, there has been a 4.9% higher increase in England of people aged 65 and over. People aged 15 to 64 years in Woking have had a growth of 2.1% in contrast England has had a growth of 3.6%. Children aged under 15 years in Woking increased by 4.5% in comparison, England had 5.0%. (Office of National Statistics, 2022).

[image: ]
(Office of National Statistics, 2022).
Figure 1: Population change (%) by age group in Woking, 2011 to 2021

As stated by Woking Borough Council (2022b) within the Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2021-2031, although England and Southeast have moderately older population shapes than Woking, there is an estimated 20% increase over 65 population in 10 years. People live in Woking within 10 wards. Half of the population is female. According to Lambert Smith Hampton (2021) Woking has a first place on the Vitality Index 2021. The index is based on three pillars. Within Living and Health, Woking performed in second place with strong life satisfaction, good results with recycling, and a cardiovascular mortality rate which are low. Commercial property investment and wage growth helped to perform in 10th place within the Economy and Business pillar. Woking performed the least well with the Living pillar, which includes among others: house price growth, education, GCSE results, NVQ4, and above attainment. (Lambert Smith Hampton, 2021).
[image: ]
(Woking Borough Council, 2022b)
Figure3: Health and Behaviours
As the chart above shows, the number of smokers in Woking is greatly less than the number of smokers in Surrey and England. Alcohol usage and sexual health both are lower than in Surrey and England. Obesity rates are higher for both adults and children than in Surrey. The registered adult obesity rate by the GP is 8,5 % in Woking, compering with Surrey, where it is just 6%. With this rate, Woking has the highest rate of obese adults among the 11 boroughs. 
Comparing the health status of residents in Woking and England, Woking has a higher health level. Still, there are health inequalities, comparing the most and least deprived areas of Woking there are different life expectancies. As stated by Public Health England (2020) the most deprived areas were more affected by Covid-19 with more than doubled mortality rates and there was a higher chance of diagnosis with worse results. According to the Woking Borough Council (2022) Woking and the South East region have identical mortality rates of 3.7%, which is less than England with 3.9%. Woking estimated frequency of diabetes is more (5.7%) compared with the Surrey average (5.4%). Adults claiming Disability Living Allowance rate is higher than the Surrey average. The common mental disorders rate is lower in Woking than in the Southeast region. 
Comparing the suicide rate, Woking (8.0) has lower than the Southeast region (9.6) and England (10.1). Woking has the first Dementia Friendly Community, which was identified by Alzheimer`s Society. 1.29% of residents have dementia in Woking, at the same level as the UK average. Woking, Surrey, and England have similar air pollutant levels. Woking has more green space than Surrey and England. House prices are increasing, affordable homes are needed, and there is an overcrowding problem also homeless households have increased. Despite the anti-social behaviour above Surrey and England, Woking is identified as a generally safe place. Within education achieving the 8 scores is more successful in Woking than and England and quite similar to the Surrey average rate. Level 2 or higher qualified population of working age people are greater than the average of Southeast. Woking has a 10% higher per cent of workers that are in managerial, qualified jobs compared with England average. In Woking, aged 16-64 have a lower rate of employment than the Southeast average. The economic impact of the Covid pandemic makes this data outdated. There has already been a high impact on the youth employment state by the Covid pandemic. Pensioners have an income issue, pension credit is provided for 7.8% of pensioners, which is above the average in Surrey (6.8%). (Woking Borough Council, 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc113557784]UK policies and initiatives to meet SDGs 3, 4 and 17 

According to the Department for International Development (2017) The UK Government is delivered their methodology to provide the Global Goals for Sustainable Development by Agenda 2030. The UK Government led the way to negotiate the goals and it is highly dedicated to delivering these both in the UK and around the world.
[bookmark: _Toc113557785]SDG 3, Good Health and Well-Being

According to NHS (2019) obesity can develop life-threatening disorders, such as cardiovascular disease, cancer, and diabetes, which are non-communicable diseases. 
· As stated by NHS (2019) within The NHS Long Term Plan, the UK has one of the worst obesity rates in Europe. Every two- thirds adults are diagnosed as overweight or obese, and also within primary school, every third of children are overweight or obese. Reducing health inequalities NHS is delivered targeted support for people with type 2 diabetes through weight management to improve health. NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme is doubled. Low-calorie diets will be tested for those obese people who have type 2 diabetes. Within professional education training, nutrition knowledge is provided. 
· The policy paper was introduced to Tackling obesity: empowering adults and children to live healthier lives by the Government. (Department of Health and Social Care, 2020).  
· According to HM Government (2018) the Government announced Childhood Obesity: a plan for action chapter 2. The actions were published to reach the goal to halve the rate of childhood obesity and balancing health inequality for children with obesity by narrowing the gap between the most and least disadvantaged areas by 2030. 
· The restriction will apply to promote unhealthy food from October 2022. (GOV.UK, 2021).
· According to Commons Library Research Briefing (2022) advertisements for High Fat Sugar and Salts (HFSS) foods for children are regulated by Health and Care Act 2022, however, the implementation just going to apply in January 2024. 

· According to the Department for Environment Food & Rural Affairs (2019) Clean Air Strategy 2019 was published focusing on reducing air pollution in England. Air pollution can be a cause of asthma, chronic heart disease (CHD), and strokes. People with these conditions are more likely to need medical and social support, increasing the cost of health services.
· Environment Act 2021, since the UK has left the EU, the new law needed to protect the environment by setting new targets such as waste reduction, and air and water quality. 
· According to HM Government (2021) Net Zero strategy: Build Back Greener was introduced to set up the following steps that the Government will take to tackle climate change and develop a strong economy. 
[bookmark: _Toc113557786]SDG 4, Quality Education 

· According to the Department of Education (2021) Skills for Jobs: Lifelong Learning for Opportunity and Growth White Paper was set out to give opportunities for lifetime learning to get the skills through higher level technical qualifications to meet the needs of the economy with even though lifelong loan entitlement. 

· According to the Skills and Post-16 Education Act 2022 Impact Assessment (2022) based on the Skills for Jobs White Paper, the Government made legislation, which developed the White Paper functions.  The Prime Minister`s vision has been better supported by the Skills and Post-16 Education Act 2022. (Department of Education, 2022).

[bookmark: _Toc113557787]SDG 17, Partnerships for the Goals

· According to the GOV.UK (2019) The Global Disability Summit conference was held in London in 2018. Charter for Change, the legacy document was signed up by governments and organisations with the aim, that people with disability have the right, to be free and included, and they be treated with respect. 

· According to the GOV.UK (2018) the strategy was set up for Disability Inclusive Development 2018-2023. It is based on five strategy pillars, such as “inclusive education, social protection, economic empowerment and humanitarian action” (GOV.UK, 2018). Mental health is also the focus area. It added three fields “tackling stigma and discrimination; empowering girls and women with disabilities; and access to appropriate assistive technology” (GOV.UK, 2018).  
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· According to Woking Borough Council (2022b) within the Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2021-2031, five key priorities were identified to address the main health inequalities. 
1. Support and improve mental health
2. Tackling social isolation and loneliness
3. Strategy to reduce Obesity level
4. Support people to live independently
5. The well-being of carers maintenance and increase

· According to Woking Borough Council (2022c) Woking 2050 A Vision for a Sustainable Borough. Within the vision, some aims are met with SDG 3, such as providing a high-quality built environment for the local community needing.  “Maintaining a high-quality natural environment where resources are used wisely, and biodiversity is conserved” (Woking Borough Council 2022g)

According to Woking Borough Council (2022d) communally, the Local Development Documents (LDDs) are mentioned under the Woking 2027.
· Woking Borough Council (2022g) Core Strategy included the Woking Borough development of vision to 2027. The Core Strategy is up to date. Four key elements are focused on the Woking Borough, and a strong policy framework is provided by the Core Strategy. 
1. “decent and affordable housing
2. the environment
3. health and well-being
4.  economic development” (Woking Borough Council, 2022g).

· According to Healthy Surrey (2022a) to tackle obesity the whole system approach is applied. 
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According to Woking Borough Council (2022b) Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2021-2031 stated that the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) rate is higher in children aged 4-5 years than in children aged 4-5 years in Surrey. Students aged 16-18 have a good opportunity to get a qualification from the high standard schools, three of them are rated outstanding by Ofsted and just one of them is good. 
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· [bookmark: _Hlk113542759]According to Woking Borough Council (2022b) Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2021-2031 was introduced. A broad range of partners needs to deliver this strategy, such as Northwest Surrey Integrated Care Partnership, and community and voluntary organisations. 

· According to Woking Borough Council (2022f) within a Being Equal- A Valuing Diversity Policy, Woking Borough Council stated that “A healthy community requires that all of its members feel they are included and that their contribution is valued” (Woking Borough Council, 2021). According to the United Nations (2020) stated within the 17 Why It Matters document, needs action to implement the SDGs in the local community. 

· Woking Borough Council (2022e) Woking 2027 Statement of Community involvement.

· According to Woking Borough Council (2022c) within Woking 2050 A Vision for a Sustainable Borough stated, that economical and integrated travel needs electronic infrastructure and supported high-quality electronic services which can only be realized in cooperation with partners. 

· According to Healthy Surrey (2022) There is a whole system approach to tackle obesity by involving stakeholders, and communities to work together to bring long-term system change sustainably. 
[bookmark: _Toc113557792]Reviewing the status of Woking borough to meeting the 3 SDGs

[bookmark: _Toc113557793]The status of Woking Borough with the 3rd SDG- Good Health and Well-Being

Woking won first place on the Vitality Index 2021 as stated by Lambert Smith Hampton (2021) and has a good location where it can easily reach London.  On the other hand, the population is increasing at a slower rate than in Southeast and England overall. (Office of National Statistics, 2022).  Within the Vitality Index 2021 competition, the Living pillar was the weakest part, which includes house price growth, (Lambert Smith Hampton,2021). So, one of the reasons behind the population growth may be the high house prices. (Woking Borough Council, 2022g).
The biggest issue according to health is obesity. Both, obesity rates of adults and children are higher than in Surrey. Although, according to Lambert Smith Hampton (2021) cardiovascular mortality rates are low in Woking, according to NHS (2019) one of the reasons for noncommunicable diseases is obesity. Obese children are more likely to have cardiovascular problems as adults, however, the Borough supports families through Woking Family Service groups, such as Healthy cook and eats classes, but still needs more effort to prevent and tackle obesity. (Woking Borough Council, 2022i). 
According to Climate Action (2012b) only 3% of people travel to work by bike compering with Richmond where it is 8%. Cycling is a good way save the environment and prevents obesity.

[bookmark: _Toc113557794]The status of Woking Borough with the 4th SDG-Quality Education

[bookmark: _Hlk113556026]According to the Department of Education (2020) Working Futures 2017-2027: Long-run labour market and skills projections for the UK Main Report, investing in higher education is still beneficial because employees with higher level qualifications are significantly more expected to be unemployed. In Woking, students aged 16-18 have a good opportunity to get a qualification from the high standard schools, three of them are rated outstanding by Ofsted and just one of them is good. However, there is no more opportunity for further development, universities are missing from the Borough. Based on student performance which is higher than Surrey and England with an Average 8 attainment score, the great potential remains unexploited to have a highly educated working class.
There are 2 schools for the SEND, which might not be enough to cover the number of SND needs children regarding the statistics. “in Year R (aged 4-5 years) at 79.1 per 1,000” (Woking Borough Council, 2022b). However, the Borough supports families with SEND by Special, Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) group for parents and carers. (Woking Borough Council, 2022i).
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The borough performed well within the 17th SDG because it involves local communities, stakeholders, Northwest Surrey Integrated Care Partnership and voluntary organisations to succeed in reaching the best goals. The Borough should continue monitoring and measuring improvements and act accordingly to them.

[bookmark: _Toc113557796]Recommendations

· Primary and Secondary schools need deeper knowledge taught in the curriculum about the 17 SDGs because, with the right knowledge, even young people can help transform our world. Woking Borough should have free courses and workshops about the 17 SDGs for kids in primary and secondary schools. According to Tunji-Olayeni, P.F. et al (2021) in secondary schools, students don’t have a deep enough knowledge of climate change and students have mistaken beliefs and understood differently on the topic.

· The Woking Borough should invest in a university, to support more qualified employee presence in Woking, and also to tackle the global issues by supporting SDGs higher education is needed nationally and locally. According to Chankseliani and McCowan (2021,p.1-8) there is recognition for Universities because they have a big role in tackling the biggest global challenges.

· The Woking Borough should increase the number of SEND schools.

· The Woking Borough should increase the number of electric vehicle charging points. (Considered with new developments by car factories). According to the Woking Borough Council (2019h) within the Electric vehicle (EV) position statement is stated air pollution is associated with petrol and diesel vehicles and supporting EVs is beneficial for the environment. 

· The Woking Borough should continue developing bicycle paths. According to the statistic by Climate Action (2012b).

· According to Climate Action (2022a) the Woking Borough should reduce air pollution by investing more in supporting greener taxis, buses, and deliveries as Southampton is doing. 

· The Woking Borough should provide more affordable house prices and more support to buyers and tenants because the prices of the houses are above the national average. (Woking Borough Council, 2022g).

· The Woking Borough should continue the work with Healthy Surrey on the Health and Wellbeing strategy because the results can already show improvements. (Healthy Surrey, 2022b). 
[bookmark: _Toc113557797]Conclusion

The report has presented the importance of strategies for reaching the 17 goals, to end poverty through growing economic growth. The importance of social needs such as health, education, and saving and protecting the environment from climate change. Covid-19 drew attention to global cooperation between governments to go through the challenges. The UK government has many policies to help reach the SDG goals. The report focused on Woking Borough which won first place on the Vitality Index 2021, it introduced initiatives and policies. Through analysation, we already know that the main issues are obesity, house pricing, and missing high education, also the strength is the 17th SDG which is cooperation. There are some recommendations for improvements. 
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