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Reading Greek Sections 7A-C

e These sections focus on two main issues:

— Verbs: present infinitive forms and (some of)
their uses

— Adjectives: comparison

» Also included is past tense of it and
some irregular infinitive forms
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Present infinitive

* Greek infinitives are recognisable by their
form only, and appear without an
infinitive marker

— Ct. “to’ in English, ‘zu’ in German
* Regular non-contract verbs work like this:
e Active: madev-ewv

e Middle: ma1deV-ecbat
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Present infinitive contract verbs

* Contraction occurs between the vowel-ending stem
and the infinitive ending

e A-stems:

— AYATIAW AYATIAV

— Qeaouat OeacOal
* E-stems:

— TIOLEW TOLELV

— pofeopat pofetoOat
e O-stems:

— OnAow OnAovv

— doVAopat dovAovoBal
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[rregular infinitives (present)

* Note the following common verbs:

e el elvat
e elut LEvat
e oida edeval

* Thus, we so far have two endings associated with the active
infinitive, —etv and —vat
e These will recur in other tenses too:

— —ewv where thematic conjugation occurs (e.g. in the second aorist) +
aorist passive

— —vau for a-thematic conjugation (e.g. —ut verbs)
— ...and in the sigmatic aorist, we will also see —at as an infinitive ending
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Verbs taking an infinitive

* Asin English, some verbs (wish, seem, think, it is necessary,
etc) are followed by an infinitive

— Cf. RG 153 listing BovAopat, dokéw, det, and avavkn ottt

* The subject of the infinitive is normally placed in the
accusative

— This also applies to other infinitive constructions we will
encounter in Intensive 2

* However, if the subject is the same for the infinitive as for the
%overnin verb (e.g. BovAouat), no specific subject needs to
e spelled out
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Verbs taking the infinitive: examples

* 0 PaoiAevg €foVAETO TOV KNOLKA
KOA&Cewv
* The king wanted to punish the herald

* “The king’ is the subject both of ¢BovAeTo
and koAaCewv
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Verbs taking the infinitive: examples

* The verb 0¢t is impersonal

* The (new) subject of the infinitive must be spelled
out —in the accusative

. 681 OvVewv

e Lit.: It is necessary that we sacrifice sacrifices => It
is necessary for us to make sacrifices

— The same applies to avavkn ot — but note that this can
also be construed with a dative
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Adjectives: comparison

0OPOG 00QPWTEQOG / & [ OV coPWTATOS [ & [ OV

Oevog dewvoteQog / a [ ov dewvotatoc / o [ ov

The endings for comparative and superlative open with a short vowel in
adjectives with a long vowel or a diphtong in their stem...

...and with a long vowel in adjectives with a short vowel.
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Adjectives: comparison

* Do note the irregular adjectives listed in
RG 159 — unsurpisingly, the commonly
used TOAUG and péyag are included here.

 For these adjectives, the comparative
decline like ev@powV

— KAKOG => KaKlwV in nom.sg.m., Kakiovog in
gen.sg.m
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elut in the impertfect

* na/new * Note that the “future’

e HeloBa meaning of eiut is no

. Heu(v) 1~0nger relevant ,

. Puev * TNareally does mean I
R was going/I went

* MNte

* NoAv

e ...but also note that
normally other verbs
are chosen to express
this
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