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Introduction
If people see on the news that a woman has been arrested for being a ‘serial killer’, some people might not believe a woman could be capable of such a thing. Why is that? Is it that people genuinely do not believe a woman could commit that horrible of a crime, or are our expectations influenced by crime statistics on gender and crime? Most crime is committed by men; that is one crime that a majority of people agree on.

Findings
In 2019, Daniel Clark published his research that he had been working on since 2002. His research focused on the number of persons arrested after committing a crime from the year 2002 to 2019, by gender. From the statistics, it shows that there has been an overall decrease in arrests but shows that the number of arrests by gender is significantly different. The graph below clearly shows the significant difference in the number of arrests by gender at the beginning of the research, the middle and the last year that data was collected.
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Research
There are several people over the years who have researched and written about gender and crime. One of those is Sally Simpson (2009); she found that in the late 1960s and 70s, female offenders were seen more as a curiosity until the women’s movement, which saw female offenders and women who were victims of assault by a male come to the forefront of criminological research. Heidensohn (1989) wrote that women do commit crime in all categories from the worst crimes to the least serious. However, she found that some crimes are more male dominated than others; sex offence is one crime that is known to have a higher number of males committing the crime than women. In 1993, Tarling found that the male to female ratio for sexual offences was 105 male offenders to 1 female offender. Men are also known to have a higher arrest rate due to domestic abuse than women. However, in 2017, women made up for 72% of prosecution for evading paying their TV licences compared to 4% of males. Also, out of the 16,400 prosecuted for truancy, 11,800 of those were female. (Ministry of Justice, 2018)
Conclusion
It is clear that overall, women do commit less crime than men, as we can see from Clark’s research. However, it does depend on what specific offence you look at; whether it is sex offences, theft, murder, driving offences or grievous bodily harm. Men have a high number of offenders for some crimes, and women have a high number of offenders in other crimes.
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A Critical Review of Candace Kruttschnitt’s 2013 article on ‘Gender and Crime’, Annual Review of Sociology, Vol 39, pp.291-308.

Using the last review of gender and crime in 1996 that was done by Steffensmeier and Allan which focused on the gender gap in crime and the issues surrounding that in the 1970s and the increasing number of female offenders at that time, Kruttschnitt conducted a study looking deeper into the subject; are there any new developments in the research that has been conducted, have things changed since the last review of gender and crime in 1996 and how they have changed; looking into different aspects of gender and crime such as gendered pathways, the differences in the crime that men and women commit, a person’s life experiences and background. Kruttschnitt compares and contrasts research that has been conducted over the years, finding that some of the research was still relevant, and some aspects of the research were outdated. Her research aims to give people a better understanding of how crime changes depending on gender and what could possibly cause those changes.  

In this article, Kruttschnitt uses different researchers work to answer a larger question, which is, what advances have been made in the research of the subject over the years. She breaks down the topic of gender and crime into a range of different sub-subjects, from assessing a new range of studies and gender gap to gendered pathways and crime. Within the article, she states that some gender and crime issues may derive from the location in which you were raised or live. Kruttschnitt explains that some offences could be due to peer delinquency and that it could explain the gap between male and female offences noting that living in a disadvantaged area where crime rates are high increases exposure to peer violence for both sexes. Another point she makes in this article using Moffitt’s (1993) research that argues that individual who offend at a young age have a higher and diverse rate of offending as they go into their teens and adulthood, regardless of gender.

Kruttschnitt notes that some researchers argue that victimisation data do provide evidence that there is the gender gap was decreasing when looking at crime, not because women were committing more crime but because there was a decline in male offending while female offending was staying relatively steady. This was still a fact in 2019 when Daniel Clark released statistics that he had been collecting from the beginning of 2002 to late 2019. His research showed that since 2006, male offending rates have continually declined in England and Wales with the numbers in 2019 (574,000) being nearly half of what it was in 2006 (1,231,000), whereas the number of female offenders has only fallen from 252,000 to 97,000. 
Kruttschnitt used graphs to show the number of articles and the topic of articles relating to gender and crime, this gives the reader an instant and simple visualisation of the difference in the number of articles depending on topics. In a few places within the article, she asks a question and then proceeds to use other researches work to help her answer the question using as much information as she can. Breaking the article into smaller subheading makes it easier to read as you know what you are going to be reading about. She also points out that there are gaps in research and that more is needed to fill in these gaps, for instance, she notes that there are very few scholars that focus their work around how the patterns of offending changes throughout someone’s life. Kruttschnitt also mentions how some scholars have conducted their research on gender and crime but have focused solely on female offenders and have not made a lot of comparison with males.  She also points out that when scholars discuss how things such as childhood maltreatment, sexual abuse, poverty, failure at school and drugs and alcohol are critical factors in why some women may offend. Still, there is no evidence that this is gendered; this is due to the fact that men are usually being left out of those researches.
Throughout this article Kruttschnitt uses lettering (a b,c,…) to give a short explanation about a subject, which is helpful as its quick way to read information but because the lettering is used within a larger piece of text they disappear because the lettering is not apparent. There is one subject to do with gender and crime that she hardly touches on, which is the fact that some people do not fall in the category of male or female, some people identify as gender fluid. At some occasions, she does not define keywords that she often uses within the article; this makes the reading of the material a little harder as you are unsure of what the word means. 

In conclusion, the purpose of this article is to give people a better understanding of gender and crime, which it does. This article is very informative, and Kruttschnitt has used an extensive range of literature to support her statements.  The article is a useful body of research that breaks down several aspects of gender and crime that is relatively easy to understand. It shows that there are significant amounts of journals, articles and reviews that discuss this subject in-depth, however, it also raises the issue that there is a lack of work in some areas of gender and crime (life course and gendered pathways) especially when it comes to male offenders. This could encourage other scholars to do research in those areas.
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Reflective Report

Why did I choose the subject of gender and crime as the basis of my work? Previous to beginning my research into gender and crime, I had no idea of what exactly gender and crime meant. I had a little understanding but definitely not enough. I have always found the subject of crime interesting; why people do it, who commits more crime - men or women, what type of crime do men tend to commit compared to women? By choosing this subject as the basis of my work, I was able to learn about something that has interested me for a few years. It allows me to learn about some of the circumstances that may lead someone to commit a crime and not just see the crime because many of us do tend to only see the crime and not the person. 

Before researching into gender and crime, I knew that the rates of female offenders would be somewhat lower than the rate of male offenders, but I had no idea exactly how much difference there would be between them. When looking at Daniel Clark's (2019) research, it is abundantly clear that there was a significant contrast in the numbers, even though the rate of male arrests has unquestionably decreased over the years there is still a vast difference in the numbers. People should not only look at overall gender arrest rates but also look at what crimes each gender has committed, some crimes are more male-dominated than others, and some crimes are more female-dominated. Heidensohn (1989) has the view that men commit more serious crimes than women do. I agree with that statement, by researching into gender and crime I found a few scholars that have studied this area and it clear that women break the law predominantly in offences such as prostitution, truancy and evading paying their bills. On the news we mostly see men commit some of the worst crimes; looking back at all the murders and other serious crimes that have happened in the UK in the past 60 years, they were all predominantly committed by men.

One of the things I was reminded of while researching the subject of gender and crime is how your upbringing can be a significant factor in offending. Salisbury & Van Voorhis (2009) did a study that looked at the paths that led some women to offended. During their research, they found that a large quantity of the women they spoke to had experienced childhood maltreatment, family chaos, alcohol and drug use, school failure or sexual abuse and also had family members or friends who were involved in criminal activities. When growing up and experiencing those things, it will forever have some lasting effect on you. You never know what a person has gone through in their life that led them down the path of criminality. I hate to think that some children who are from these backgrounds may have experienced these awful things and do not have many options to get out of that life and will most likely become offenders themselves in their teen years, late teens into adulthood. I have been lucky myself; I have good parents and family who love and support me, I have was raised in a small and beautiful community where crime rates are relatively low; I have privilege in many areas of my life, and others do not. In school, everyone is from a range of different backgrounds; I saw with students from my year how your life at home could affect you, especially in school; a few of the students in my year have followed in their parents' footsteps of drug and alcohol use and criminality, and they did not have much option other than doing that as they failed in school, had no support from their families and were surrounded by drugs and alcohol nearly on a daily basis. It struck me more than ever how much people from tough backgrounds have to fight to get out of the life they have known for most of their lives to a life that most of us take for granted through much of our lives.
There is one thing that I kept thinking of when doing research into gender and crime, can there be more than two options? Isn't it discriminatory for the gender to be either male or female? Today there are more people than ever who identify as other genders, gender fluid or do not identify as any gender and what about sexual orientation, can that be included when breaking down gender and crime. I believe, if we break down gender into all of the different orientations we have today, it will give us a broader and more knowledgeable image of who the perpetrators of crime are. There are many scholars who have written on the subject of gender and crime; Candace Kruttschnitt, Sandra Walklate, Roger Tarling, Frances Heindesohn, Darrel Steffensmeier and Emilie Allan to name a few, but not one of them have written about the fact that some people do not fit into the male and female category, it might not have been applicable when they wrote their work. Still, there has been work published over the past few years that have not raised this issue, and it is crucial now more than ever. Also, I found that not many researchers talk about race or religion when looking at gender. I believe this is an essential part of looking at gender and crime, as racial profiling is still high as there is still a disproportionate number of racial minorities among crime suspects, some suggest that there may even be racial discrimination by the judicial system. Also, due to the terror attacks that have happened in the UK over the past few years, a few people seem to think that because the people who have committed these attacks have the same or similar religion that everyone that practice that belief are all the same. By breaking the male and female down into subsections, it will be abundantly clear precisely who are committing these offences

I have learnt a lot by looking into the subject of gender and crime; it has opened my eyes into the range different aspects of gender and crime and what exactly could cause a man or a woman to offend, from their upbringing, where they live, their peers, life struggles. Also, I have a better understanding of what types of crime men commit compared to women. Researching some of the different scholars who have published articles, book or reviews into gender and crime or women and crime made me notice that there is a lack of research into men and crime; a significant amount of articles focus on the feminist approach to crime which can be seen in Candace Kruttschnitt's (2013) article on gender and crime, that includes a graph of all the works with the subject title of gender and crime and broke them down into what those articles predominantly focused on. When I first began researching the subject, I was unsure of what exactly gender and crime entailed. I had not anticipated there would be so many different aspects to it, there are some parts of gender and crime that I still have difficulty understanding, and I should do more research and read more about it so I can rectify that. There are other areas that I find extremely interesting and insightful. Throughout my research into the subject, I have been able to expand my knowledge of the issue and learn new thing and also develop my opinion on the matter. More than before I can look at some of the people who have offended and not think about what they have done, but more so what lead them to offend in the first place, is there a reason behind the offence other than just doing it for greed or gain. Now I can see there could be a broad range of reason why a man or a woman may offend and not jump to conclusions so quickly as you never know what someone has gone through in their lives. 
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Arrests made in England and Wales by gender (in 1,000)
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