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[bookmark: _Toc1149289993]Section 1 – Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development
The research paper I have chosen is called “she didn’t know how to go back” school attendance problems in the context of the covid-19 pandemic- a multiple stakeholder qualitative study with parents and professionals. It was written by McDonald, Kathryn J.lester and Daniel Michelson and published in 2023.The paper looks at why many primary school children found it difficult to return to school after the covid-19 pandemic .It explains how lockdowns, anxiety, changes to daily routines and mental health affected children’s school attendance. The researchers also looked at what parents and professionals think could help children attend school more regularly.

The research focuses on primary school children, their parents, and professionals such as teachers, educational psychologists and mental health workers. Their experiences were used to understand the reasons behind poor school attendance and to find ways to improve support for children and families 
I think this topic is very important because childminders care for children before and after school and work closely with parents. They see how some children struggle with changes to routines and become anxious about going to school. Building trusting relationships with children help them feel safe, confident and ready to learn. Working together with parents and schools is important so children receive the same support both at home and in childcare 
This topic is important in uk health and social care because going to school regularly helps children learn, develop social skills and improve their mental wellbeing. Children who miss a lot of school can fail behind in their learning and may struggle emotionally. This research shows why professionals need to work together to support families early before attendance becomes a bigger problem. It also highlights the importance of safeguarding.




[bookmark: _Toc827357923]Section 2 -  Understanding the Purpose and Research Questions



[bookmark: _Toc2042774434]Research Questions (RQs)

1. RQ1: why did some children struggle to return to school after the covid-19 pandemic?
2. RQ2: what support do parents and professionals believe helps improve school attendance?
[bookmark: _Toc1751620039]Research Objectives (ROs)
1. RO1: To understand the experiences of parents and professionals whose children had school attendance problems 
2. RO2:To identify ways schools, families and support services can work together to improve children’s attendance and wellbeing.

[bookmark: _Toc2111714184]Section 3 – Research Methods

[bookmark: _Toc207441579]Quantitative Method
Quantitative research is based on collecting numbers and statistics. Researchers usually use surveys or questionnaires with lots of people so they can compare results and identify patterns 
This research did not use a quantitative method because the researchers wanted to understand people’s experiences instead of collecting numerical data 

[bookmark: _Toc1655728291]Qualitative Method
Qualitative research is about collecting people’s thoughts, feelings and experiences. Researchers often use interviews because they allow people to explain their experiences in detail. The researchers used a qualitative approach because they wanted to hear directly from parents and professionals about the challenges children faced when returning to school after covid-19. The interviews showed that anxiety, changes to routines and poor communication between schools and families all effected school attendance.

As a childminder this method works well because every child is different. Talking to parents helps the childminder understand what the children are feeling so they can support them in the best way.
[bookmark: _Toc2131722404]Mixed Method
Mixed methods research combines both quantitave and qualitative research. This means researchers collect statistics as well as personal experiences to get a wider understanding of the topic 
Although this focused on qualitative research, using a mixed method could also have been useful because it would have included both numbers and personal experiences.
[bookmark: _Toc1347045794]Explain the chosen method:
For this report a qualitative method was selected because as a childminder it is important that you are talking to parents and professionals as it gives a better understanding of why children struggle with school attendance. Every family has different experiences, so interviews provide more detailed information than questionnaires with fixed answers.
Using interviews would also help build trust and encourage parents to share concerns that they may not mention in a survey. This information could then be used to improve support for children 
[bookmark: _Toc887487111]Primary Data Collection:
Primary data is information collected directly by the researcher. The researchers collected primary data by carrying out interviews and surveys with parents and professionals. They asked questions about children’s experiences after covid 19 and the difficulties they faced returning to school.
As a childminder the job is to collect primary information every day through observations, conversations with parents and talking to children about how they feel.

[bookmark: _Toc1165784840]Secondary Data Collection
Secondary data is information that has already been collected by other researchers or organisations. Before carrying out the interviews, the researchers looked at previous studies about school attendance, children’s mental health and the effects of covid -19. This helped them understand what was already known and what information was still missing 
The childminder users the secondary information such as guidance from the department for education, Ofsted and the NHS to make sure the best care is provided for the children and following good practice 
[bookmark: _Toc520198264]Section 4 - Conclusion
In conclusion childminders play a vital role in supporting children’s safety, development and wellbeing key areas such as safeguarding, communication and health and safety are essential in providing high- quality care the research helped me understand the reasons why many children struggled to return to school after the covid -19 pandemic. It showed that anxiety, changes to routines and poor communication between schools and families all affected attendance it also explained how working together can improve support for children. Writing this report has helped me understand different research methods, especially qualitative research. As a childminder it is important to listen to children and parents, build positive relationships and work with other professionals. I believe that these research skills will help me in my future studies and improve the way I support children and families in my childcare setting.
[bookmark: _Toc1611773955]References
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