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Slide 1
The Welsh Government are tackling poverty from multiple angles, supporting families financially, making school more affordable, and investing in early years programmes like Flying Start. They are also thinking long term, building pathways into skills and employment, while supporting children’s health and wellbeing (Welsh Government, 2024). 
So how can we go further? One strategy is to create stronger coordination between schools, local services, and community organizations. By sharing information and targeting support earlier, we can step in before problems escalate. 
Because real impact doesn’t come from isolated actions, it comes from a system that works together to support every child, at every stage.  


Slide 2
The Welsh Government has made important progress through initiatives like the Pupil Development Grant, providing targeted support for disadvantaged pupils (Welsh Government, 2023). However, this support could be strengthened. Greater consistency in how funding is used, alongside clearer guidance on effective strategies, would increase its impact. There also needs to be a stronger focus on early intervention, ensuring pupils receive help before learning gaps widen. Investing in teacher training, and addressing wider issues such as well-being and family support, would create a more holistic approach. Overall, while current efforts are valuable, a more joined-up and proactive strategy is needed to further improve outcomes. 

Slide 3
The expansion of free school meals by the Welsh Government ensures children are fed and ready to learn while in school (Welsh Government, 2022b). 
 
But we need to go further. By extending this support into the school holidays, we can make sure that no child goes hungry when school is closed. Providing food only vouchers during these periods would give families the help they need, when they need it most. 
Because learning doesn’t stop at the school gates and neither should support. 
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The Welsh Government has also introduced Community Focused Schools as part of its strategy to tackle poverty in education. This approach recognizes that schools are not just places for learning but also play an important role in supporting wider family and community needs (Welsh Government, 2022a). 
This could be expanded into family support hubs. These hubs would provide services like financial advice, food and cooking support and mental health care are all provided in one place. This approach will support both children and families, tackling the root causes of poverty.  

Slide 5

Poverty is closely linked to poor housing conditions, overcrowding, damp homes and housing insecurity, (Shelter Cymru, n.d.). Welsh Government recognizes the importance of improving housing, (Welsh Government, 2024). These conditions negatively affect children's health, wellbeing and ability to learn. 
Things need to change; further improvements could focus on upgrading existing homes and enforcing better housing standards.  
There needs to be better links between housing support and wider services such as benefit help and mental health support, together these could address the root cause of housing poverty more effectively.


Slide 6

In conclusion Poverty is a complex wicked problem. but real progress is being made. 
 
The Welsh Government is taking a joined-up approach, supporting families, improving access to education, and investing in children’s futures (Welsh Government, 2024). Initiatives like the Pupil Development Grant (Welsh Government, 2023) and free school meals (Welsh Government, 2022b) are already making a difference. 
But go further, we need more consistency, earlier intervention, and better coordination between services. 
Expanding support, the community working together through Family Support Hubs and holiday food provision could tackle the root causes more effectively. Because lasting change doesn’t come from one solution, it comes from systems working together. And if we get this right, we don’t just reduce poverty, we improve life chances for every child. 
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