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The year from the Incarnation of the Lord 1066. William, duke of the Normans[footnoteRef:1], assembled an immense army from parts across the sea, he landed in England at Hastings, and by the fair judgement of God on the day of Pope St Calixtius, King Harold,[footnoteRef:2] who had unjustly usurped the English rule,[footnoteRef:3] [William] deprived him of his life and kingdom at the same time, although some people contend that Harold hid himself amongst the dead,[footnoteRef:4] and by night to slip away into flight, after much travelling about, he led an eremitical life at Chester,[footnoteRef:5] and until the time of Henry II,[footnoteRef:6] he lasted, blessed by the saints. [1:  William the Conqueror was initially known as William the Bastard as he was the illegitimate son of Duke Richard of Normandy]  [2:  The King Harold mentioned is King Harold Godwinson, former Earl of Wessex and the most powerful and richest man in England under his successor, Edward the Confessor. ]  [3:  When a King of England died without issue in Anglo-Saxon England the procedure that was followed to select a successor was fairly open and quite unique compared to the rest of medieval Europe. The Witenagemot would gather and agree on a successor. Harold was selected as King by the Witenagemot, so he had not unjustly usurped the English Rule. Painter, Sydney, The Reign of King John, The John Hopkins University Press, 1949, ch-1, p-2]  [4:  Hiding among the dead is not unknown in warfare and cases have been known throughout history even up to the Second World War. ]  [5:  This is effectively a medieval conspiracy theory and proves that they are not limited to the modern era. ]  [6:  Harold would have been around one hundred and fifty years old if he had lived into Henry II’s reign. ] 


[BIG GAP!]

Concerning the coronation of King John and how he succeeded his brother.

After King Richard died,[footnoteRef:7] Count John, his brother,[footnoteRef:8] succeeded him, in the duchy and in the kingdom.[footnoteRef:9] When he heard of the death of his brother, (whose court he had left a little while before because of the shortage of cash[footnoteRef:10] and because of certain disagreements which had arisen between them), he immediately went to Chinon castle, which was being kept by the royal treasurer, and the castle and the treasurer were handed over to him by Robert of Turnham,[footnoteRef:11] soon he took other castles and cities of Normandy, without any resistance;[footnoteRef:12] and so by the common election of the nobles and the acclamation of the citizens, he was made Duke of Normandy at Rouen[footnoteRef:13] in the octave of Easter.[footnoteRef:14] [7:  Sidney Painter writes that ‘As the news spread over his (Richard the Lionheart) wide lands, the criminally inclined took up arms and went in search of booty. Even men of station, Earls, Barons and Knights, gathered their followers to settle their private grudges before a new king’s peace should descend on the realm’, The Reign of King John, 1949, ch-1, p-1]  [8:  ‘As King Richard had no children by his wife, Berengaria of Navarre, the crown passed to his younger brothers or their representatives. Painter, Sydney, The Reign of King John, The John Hopkins University Press, 1949, ch-1, p-1]  [9:  King Richard the Lionheart wasn’t just King of England he was also the ruling Duke of Normandy leading to John inheriting both titles.]  [10:  The wars of the Plantagenet dynasty in the late twelfth century left the Angevin Empire effectively bankrupt and financially unstable. ]  [11:  Robert of Turnham was an s soldier and administrator who fought in the Third Crusade and commanded half of Richard the Lionheart’s Fleet during the Invasion of Cyprus. He was a highly trusted courtier by both Richard and John and even served as a hostage for Richard’s ransom as well as carrying Richard’s equipment to and from the Holy Land. Robert of Thornham, Military Wiki Fandom. ]  [12:  This suggests that the people of Normandy were in favour of being ruled by John as they did not resist him taking control of Normandy. ]  [13:  Rouen was one of the largest and most prosperous cities in medieval Europe and the capital of the Duchy of Normandy. It is also the place in which Rollo and his Norsemen made contact with the Kings of France and marks the founding of the Normans. ]  [14:  Being crowned or appointed to any position at Easter was a great honour second only to the being crowned or appointed at Christmas as any dates associated with the story of Jesus Christ held obvious symbolism to the medieval population. ] 


However the Bretons[footnoteRef:15] hearing of King Richard’s death, relying on the advice and aid of King Philip, took possession of the county of Anjou[footnoteRef:16] and the city of Le Mans and were received by the citizens of the area; who unanimously rebelled against the duke, and tried by every means to make the prince of that land, the boy Arthur, their lord, namely the son of Geoffrey, count of Brittany,[footnoteRef:17] who was born second after King Richard.[footnoteRef:18] So Duke John then burned down Le Mans, and sent his army against the Angevins. But King Philip, invading Normandy from other side, did not allow the duke to combat the Bretons for long.[footnoteRef:19] [15:  The Bretons are an ethnic group closely related to the Celtic Britons of the Welsh, Cornish, Scots and Irish, who inhabit the region of France known as Brittany and have a history of being different and staunchly individualistic compared to the rest of France. Painter, Sydney, The Reign of King John, 1949, John Hopkins University Press, ch-1, p-3.  ]  [16:  The County of Anjou was he title held by Henry II before his ascension to the English throne through his other Empress Matilda and was held by Richard the Lionheart after him. Painter, Sydney, The Reign of King John, The John Hopkins University Press, 1949, ch-1, p-1. ]  [17:  Geoffrey was the fourth son of King Henry II and the younger brother of Richard the Lionheart.]  [18:  ‘The Angevin Empire was not a unified state but a collection of feudal principalities. Each of these principalities, England, Normandy, Aquitaine and Anjou- had its own laws of succession. In the continental domains of the Plantagenet family this law was simply the feudal custom of the Fief in question, Painter, Sydney, The Reign of King John, The John Hopkins University Press, 1949, ch-1, p-2.]  [19:  King Philip managed to catch King John with his back turned and exploited the situation to his benefit. ] 


Although he was being invaded thus one after the other by foreign armies,[footnoteRef:20] Duke John meanwhile secretly sailed to England with his intimates,[footnoteRef:21] was crowned with much pomp among the citizens on Ascension Day[footnoteRef:22] by Lord Hurbert, Archbishop of Canterbury[footnoteRef:23] at Westminster. Then King John returned to Normandy taking with him a mighty English army, which fought eagerly all that summer against the French army, a sufficiently aggressive army it showed its worth. [20:  King John did not have what we might call the easiest start to his reign. ]  [21:  There are several good reasons for King John sailing back to England secretly such as not informing his enemies when he would be vulnerable at sea or so that his absence could not be exploited by the French.]  [22:  Ascension Day is the 40th day of the Festival of Easter. ]  [23:  The Archbishop of Canterbury is the senior Archbishop in England and is traditionally responsible for crowning new monarchs. ] 


 Concerning the peace treaty between the king of England and the King of France.

1200AD.[footnoteRef:24] After the wearisome exhaustion of each king’s army, after many discussions about making peace, at length the two kings, treating together reciprocally about a final agreement, drew up a peace formula of the following nature.[footnoteRef:25] Namely that King John quit claimed to the king of France and his heirs in perpetuity[footnoteRef:26] the whole of the Norman Vexin, with Gisors and the rest of the castles located in the Vexin,[footnoteRef:27] this land King Henry his father had once given to King Louis in return for his assistance against King Stephen.[footnoteRef:28] King Louis then gave away this land again as a marriage portion with his daughter Margaret,[footnoteRef:29] whom the young King Henry[footnoteRef:30] married. However an exception was made of all the land of the archbishop of Rouen; also of the beautiful castle de Faro [Gaillard?] and the island of Andelys and Boutavant, which are sited in the aforesaid land of the archbishop, and which King Richard had built. Moreover King John gave as a marriage portion with his niece (namely the daughter of Petit, King of Spain) whom Louis, a young man of nice disposition, the son of King Philip married, all the castles which the same Philip had captured in Normandy, of which he was seized on the day on which the bravest of kings, Richard, died, namely Vernon, Pascy, and Ivry and Normancourt. [24:  King John came to the throne in 1199 AD upon Richard the Lionhearts death, so he had only been on the throne a matter of months. ]  [25:  This refers to the Treaty of Le Goulet, signed in May, 1200 AD. ]  [26:  Perpetuity means for all time and basically states that all given lands would be given for ever. ]  [27:  The County of Vexin was heavily disputed and was given to the Angevins as the dowry of Margaret of France, wife of Henry the Young King. ]  [28:  King Stephen was the Count of Blois who usurped the throne of his niece Matilda, who happened to be Henry II’’ mother and led to the two decade long conflict known as the Anarchy. ]  [29:  This Margaret is Margaret of France daughter of Louis VII of France and his second wife, Constance of Castile. She and Henry were betrothed at a young age had had one premature son, William who died three days after his birth. ]  [30:  This King Henry refers to Henry the Young King the second son of Henry II and his eldest to reach adulthood, he died in 1183 at the age of 28. ] 


He also gave as the marriage portion the city of Evreux, with the whole county, and the Auvergne and Berry. Also King John granted that if he should die without an heir of his first wife,[footnoteRef:31] the son of the King of France should have the homage of Hugh of Gounay and the county of Aumarle after the king’s death; but if the niece of the King of England died without issue, the aforesaid homage and the whole of the aforesaid marriage portion would revert to the rightful heir of the king of England. Moreover King John gave King Philip 30 000 marks.[footnoteRef:32] Then the King of France restored to the King of England Tours, and all the castles which he had captured in Touraine, and he received the homage of the king if England for all the lands, fees and tenements which King Richard, or King Henry his father, had ever held of him, or of his predecessors, except quit claims and marriage portions. And he took his homage for Brittany and this was according to the judgement of his court; and the King of France handed over Arthur to the King of England, who received his homage for Brittany and Richmond. Then the King of England gave the earldom of Gloucester[footnoteRef:33] to the count of Evreux[footnoteRef:34] in exchange. And then both kings swore in their bodies that they would keep the peace that had been set down in writing and sealed with their seals.[footnoteRef:35] [31:  King John of England had no children with his first wife, Isabella, Countess of Gloucester as due to the laws of consanguinity placing them too closely related, the Pope did not grant them marital relations. ]  [32:  30,000 marks was a significant sum of money especially as the ransom of John’s brother, Richard the Lionheart was 150,000 marks and the Kingdom of England had to raise special taxes to pay it, so it would have likely been almost impossible for John to pay it. ]  [33:  King John had received the title of Earl of Gloucester upon his marriage to his first wife, Isabella, Countess of Gloucester. ]  [34:  The Count of Evreux was the nephew of John’s first wife, Isabella Countess of Gloucester, who he acquired the title of through their marriage. ]  [35:  If a document was sealed with a person of prominence’s formal seal then it was clearly an important document as they were putting their name on it formally. ] 


Concerning the king’s taxation (exactio)      

After King John had made this peace overseas, in as much as he was a lover of peace and had arranged to lead a quiet life without any battles, considering how many had laid in wait to ambush the kingdom, and how many unfortunate things had happened to his father and his brothers and all the kingdom as a result of frequent recourse to battle, he returned to England urgently demanding an aid from all the kingdom to pay the aforesaid 30 000 marks.[footnoteRef:36] Therefore an edict went out from the king’s justices throughout all England, that each working plough should pay three shillings[footnoteRef:37]; this undoubtedly heavy tax very much weakened the people of the land, since a heavy exaction of scutage[footnoteRef:38] had preceded it. For two marks had been paid on the shield although never more than twenty shillings[footnoteRef:39] on the shield had been levied.  [36:  The reign of King John’s father Henry II and the reign of his brother King Richard the Lionheart, saw many battles between the House of Plantagenet itself the King of France and during the Third Crusade of Richard. ]  [37:  Three Shillings in this time period was about thirty-six pence or around 15% of a pound. ]  [38:  Scutage was a fee that could be paid to get out of military service. As any army that would fight the French would have to cross the English Channel and ship space was a premium resource. This allowed men to purchase their way out of service with the money raised often being used to equip the actual troops with better equipment and pay, this system was used extensively in the Hundred Years War and allowed a somewhat professional army to be raised. Stout, Robert, The Pamphlet Collection of Sir Robert Stout: Volume 14, University of Wellington, ch-15, p-1. ]  [39:  Twenty shillings is about £1 or 100 days pay for a skilled tradesman on 1270. There are twelve pence to a shilling and twenty shillings to pound, meaning that twenty shillings is 240 pence as is a pound prior to decimalisation. ] 


Concerning the disagreement which arose between the king and the Cistercians and the making of peace.

Then the King of England[footnoteRef:40] coming to the province of York[footnoteRef:41], demanded money from certain abbots of the Cistercian order coming there to meet him, and also from the rest (of the order); wishing to subject the order to the servitude of taxation[footnoteRef:42], which up till then had been free of all kinds of customs.[footnoteRef:43] [40:  The King in question is King John of England who ruled from 1199 to 1216 and was nicknamed John Lackland. ]  [41:  York was one of the most important religious areas in Britain and was home of the Archbishop of York, the second most powerful archbishopric in Britain after Canterbury. ]  [42:  To his day Churches and other religious institutions are exempt from paying taxes in what is now the United Kingdom. ]  [43:  The Church has traditionally been against having to pay any form of tax or duties to ruling authorities. ] 


Those abbots then, not yet having had the advice of the rest of their co-abbots, and fearing that if they endorsed the royal tax, afterwards the order would be reduced to liability to servile customs, replied simply to the king that they in no way authorised any monetary taxation,[footnoteRef:44] except by common counsel and the assent of the general chapter. The king was extremely exasperated by their reply, in anger and rage he ordered his sheriffs (proceeding by word of mouth with those present, and by letter with the absent) that they should oppose the men of that order by whatever means availed, and do them harm, that they should take no judicial action against those that did them harm or falsely accused them, that they should not assist them in any business, but they were to hand over everything to the king. Therefore, those men of virtue, being very sad and fearful after a cruel edict of this nature, sent the king’s mandate to Lord Hubert of Canterbury[footnoteRef:45], begging him to meet the king about his harsh edict and mitigate his hostility, however he might, with prayers and gifts.[footnoteRef:46]  [44:  This was a good way of passing the problem up the Cistercian Orders chain of command and avoiding making the decision. ]  [45:  Lord Hubert was the Justiciar of England, Archbishop of Canterbury and the Lord Chancellor of England during the reigns of King Richard the Lionheart and King John. Hubert Waltet, Archbishops of Canterbury, Britannica]  [46:  The Cistercian Abbots effectively asked the Archbishop of Canterbury to bribe the King to revoke his edict to tax them. ] 
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