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This is the grave of the “Rich Lady of the Areiopagos” (or the “Rich Athenian Lady”). It was found close to the classical agora and the Athenian acropolis.
Notably, the image shows that the tomb is relatively undisturbed, and entirely unlooted. While this isn’t entirely unique, it does allow for analysis that doesn’t have to be concerned with tampering on the site, in a way that a large number of other sites do not.
The Grave depicted in the upper images contains a pair of large, highly ornate amphora that have both been sealed with other ceramic vessels, the larger one of which contains the cremated remains of the buried individual. It also contains an ornamental compass or dial, a small ceramic jug, and a ceramic chest with five ceramic granaries located on the lid.
The contents are notably atypical for graves from the period.
All of the ceramic vessels in the grave are very highly ornamental, implying a high level of wealth for the individual buried inside, however, it is possible that the wealth is only representative of the individual’s familial connections. Given that the burial would have been organised by the family, this is reasonably likely, though it should be noted that a high level of familial wealth would also likely mean a high level of individual wealth for the buried individual.
The Largest of the amphora is sealed with another ceramic vessel, and is used to contain the remains of the individual buried, along with a number of pieces of jewellery found among the remains that are typical of female burials of the period.[footnoteRef:1] The fact that it is a neck handled amphora however, would imply a male burial, given that was the typical style of the time. A possible explanation for this lies in the remains inside, which have been found to include the remains of a foetus, 4-8 weeks premature, which may explain the atypical burial vessel.[footnoteRef:2]
In addition the dead (assumedly male) child is possibly the reason for the high amount of wealth (both symbolic and actual) found in the grave. However, this assumption would amount to little more than speculation, and it is just as likely that the wealth is that of the buried woman.
These two assumptions have somewhat different ramifications. In the case of the wealth being in the grave due to the presence of the child, along with both being buried in a male burial amphora, could indicate a remarkably high level of importance placed on the children of the society, compared to the typically assumed low levels.
The other assumption that could be drawn from this particular piece of data is that women may have been able to hold a high-level of societal power or at the very least wealth.  [1:  Lloyd, M. (2020). “A rich Athenian woman and child.”]  [2:  Liston, Maria & Papadopoulos, John. (2004). The “Rich Athenian Lady” Was Pregnant: The Anthropology of a Geometric Tomb Reconsidered. Hesperia.] 

The five granaries that are part of the lid of the chest are most likely a symbolic representation of wealth, or perhaps a decorative element given their lack of function. A comparison could be made to the later Classical Athenian idea of the “pentakosiomedimnoi”, which would place the buried woman in an aristocratic status.[footnoteRef:3] This would require the five granaries to be symbolic of the five-hundred bushels of grain required to qualify for such a status.[footnoteRef:4] However, caution should be used when comparing the grave to later ideas that may not have been created at the time of the burial. [3:  PAPADOPOULOS, JOHN K., et al. “THE EARLY IRON AGE: THE CEMETERIES.” The Athenian Agora]  [4:  PAPADOPOULOS, JOHN K., et al. “THE EARLY IRON AGE: THE CEMETERIES.” The Athenian Agora] 

The Type of grave is called an “urn hole” or “trench and hole” burial. It is a very common burial type of the period in Athens, and includes a rectangular trench that leads to a circular hole.
The Lower image depicts the grave and the area around it. It is remarkably helpful for clarifying the content of the grave, as the other two images obscure several parts of the grave goods, particularly the chest with ornamental granaries on the lid, of which only one is visible outside of the lower image.
The drawing itself is a good representation of what is inside of the urn hole, through detail leaving very few essential details to doubt, and well representing the organisation and scale of the tomb. though the angles at which it is drawn does somewhat conceal a number of the burial goods.
While there are possible ramifications for the atypical pieces of this burial, it should be kept in mind that making sweeping assumptions based on a single point of evidence would be a poor idea, as much of the assumptions that could be drawn from this burial are not found elsewhere.
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