How can digital/mobile and social media technology enhance learning in the outdoors?


Lecture Notes:

What is your definition of technology in relation to the outdoors?
· Using navigational tools
· Loose definition- for some it is phones and others equipment
· 

Can we give examples of where technology has aided us in the past of outdoor adventure?
· Development of safety equipment- reach new places, levels etc.:
· However, can cause more damage on the environment around us 
· Kit becoming lighter
· Becomes inclusive and accessible
· High tech aspects can exclude people- high prices and elitism
· ‘in the hills cotton kills’- 
· Price tag shouldn’t be a barrier
· Over reliance on safety- hills and Thomas
· Technology is time dependant?

How does “digital/mobile and social media” technology enhance your outdoor experience?
· Enables people with less opportunities to take in outdoor activities
· Using technologies as back up tool- OS maps 
· More engagement of the group you are working with:
· Who is passing hard skills down to younger generations
· Traditional skills are being lost- Cuthbertson et al., are we diminishing are ability to think for ourselves:
· Skill fade
· Using technology to supplement our use of the outdoors
· Can remove human error? And replaced with mechanical precision
· Hodgins- making students feel part of a bigger world
· Sabretooth curriculum- why teach old ways when we need to evolve with the times

Does “digital/mobile and social media” technology have a place in your learning in the outdoors?


Where and when are these technologies (digital/mobile and social media) most relevant to your outdoor experience?




How do you feel the usage of “digital/mobile and social media” technologies could be improved in outdoor learning?
· Could increase legislation- using technology to put that on a worldwide scale
· Beneficial capture of events
· Council culture- Norris
· Global Government forum?
· Specific information from online sources- forums= more accessible
· Spreading awareness on social media
· Cuthbertson (2004)- social inequality
· 


Is social media a significant contributor to people’s participation in the outdoors?
· Yes, but no different to previous forms of communication (newspapers, radio, tv etc.) but has a bigger audience
· Mixture of the way that people of posting- just for social media others actually wanting to educate etc.
· Social media is just a vehicle of the times
· Becoming a business tool- need to have a social media presence
