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[bookmark: _Toc1672455100][bookmark: _Toc759253099]Introduction
[bookmark: _Int_GkrmXJeJ]This report aims to highlight the progress made to date in meeting the sustainable development goals (SDG), (SDG3, SDG11, and SDG17) to promote health, well-being, and sustainable development in the United Kingdom. Health is defined as a complete state of physical, mental, and social well-being, not only the exclusion of illness or incapacity (World Health Organisation,1946). The term "well-being" relates to how people view and evaluate their lives, a position of being contented, joyful, and healthy (Oxford Dictionary). Sustainable development is defined as development that meets current demands without jeopardising future generations' ability to meet their own, the long-term economic and environmental stability is the goal of sustainable development (United Nations General Assembly, 1987; sd-commision.org, 2011).
There has been a rise in the literature on sustainability in the last 20 years, to the point where sustainability research is widely regarded as a distinct subject. Given this, sustainability remains a fluid notion with several meanings and interpretations. One popular definition of sustainability has three interwoven pillars that include economic, social, and environmental factors/goals (scie.org, 2022; Purvis, Mao and Robinson, 2018).
According to The Care Act (2014), well-being is a comprehensive notion that includes various components related to the body, mind, spirit, people, place, and planet. Well-being is defined as being linked explicitly to the following areas; Personal dignity and treatment with respect, physical, mental, and emotional well-being, protection from abuse and neglect, control by the individual over their daily lives and care and support provided, participation in work, education, training, or recreation, social and economic well-being, domestic, family, and personal domains, suitability of the individuals living accommodation and the individuals(The Care Act 2014 and commissioning advocacy; support from SCIE, 2022). Further to The Care Act (2014), well-being pertains to numerous aspects of life; thus, using a comprehensive approach to guarantee a comprehensive knowledge of the individual's perspectives is critical to recognising and characterising the well-being of each person (Galderisi, 2015; Hammell, 2017).



[bookmark: _Toc2009987738][bookmark: _Toc503426542]Discussion

[bookmark: _Int_69QAgJOs][bookmark: _Int_59jPGS0p]The United Nations Sustainable Development Summit in 2015 saw the ratification of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by 193 UN member states. ("UK and the Sustainable Development Goals - GOV.UK") It is focused on the 17 Sustainable Development Goals and presents an aspirational, universally agreed-upon joint plan for the world we need to see by 2030. (SDGs). The SDGs are supported by 169 objectives that tackle various challenges confronting developed and developing nations (Gov.UK).
Sustainable development is critical for promoting an inclusive workplace and communities where individuals are treated equally, regardless of origin, religion, gender, age, or other factors that are part of our culture and beliefs (UN.org). The SDGs demand immediate action to halt global warming. In accordance with the 2015 Paris Declaration, global warming should be limited to 1.5 degrees Celsius compared to previous values to reduce the danger of shortages, flooding, and poverty for millions worldwide (UNEP.org; UN.org).
With a rise in the UK's ageing population, SDGs are critical for minimising biodiversity loss when constructing new developments and creating advancements that can be maintained and most pressingly sustained without causing additional environmental damage. Methods are essential for upgrading existing developments to make them environmentally friendly facilities and projects and changing the vision of each country's cultures to make sustainable development normality (SDGs.UN.org).
While there are 17 Sustainable Development Goals, this study focuses on only three: SDG 3, SDG 11, and SDG 17. A few strategies for each of these following the 2030 Agenda(sdgs.un.org) follow;
Goal 3 is to promote health and well-being for people of all ages, and the following are the goals for how these are to be accomplished: 
They support schools and colleges in building young people's character, resiliency, and well-being. Connect people with the environment to enhance their health and well-being, such as through the Children and Nature Programme with Department for Education and the Mental Health Programme with Public Health England and NHS (National Health Service) England.
Maintaining people's health and independence in their communities through assisting in the reform of NHS primary, community, and mental health services, as well as local government public health and adult social care.
Help the NHS offer high-quality, safe, and sustainable hospital care while securing the proper personnel.
The Ministry of Justice will collaborate with the Department of Health and Social Care, NHS England, and Public Health England to ensure that all offenders receive the necessary mental health and drug and alcohol treatment.

Goal 11 is to make cities and human settlements more inclusive, secure, resilient, and sustainable, and the following objectives will help to achieve this:
Build inclusive, safe, and sustainable cities with the help of excellent local government and civil governance.
In order to achieve this, citizen involvement methods encompassing all categories of local inhabitants must be developed.
 Aid in preventing social fragmentation, promoting a culture of living together, and developing peaceful coexistence within the city and society
 are ways in which this can be achieved.
Goal 17 is to revitalise the global partnership for sustainable development, and the following primary strategies will assist in accomplishing Goal 17:
Strong international participation is essential more than ever before to guarantee that nations have the resources they need to recover from the epidemic, rebuild properly, and meet the SDGs.
A successful development strategy demands inclusive partnerships at the global, regional, national, and local levels based on common principles and values, a shared vision, and shared goals that put people and the planet first.

[bookmark: _Int_Rp9v3W5a]The Inter-Agency and Expert Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) developed the global indicator framework for the Sustainable Development Goals, which the United Nations Statistical Commission approved in March 2017 (Unstats.un.org, 2022). On 6 July 2017, the General Assembly supported the global indicator framework contained in the General Assembly's Resolution on the Work of the Statistical Commission concerning the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. According to the Resolution, the indicator framework will be changed yearly and thoroughly assessed by the Statistical Commission again in March 2025 (Unstats.un.org, 2022). 
The 17 SDGs address environmental, social, and economic challenges; as a result, they can switch civilisation away from the prevailing paradigm of wealth as solely economic and toward a more comprehensive and "sustainable" form of success. The implementation of such a transformational strategy is critical to its success. A set of 242 indicators is crucial to the proposed execution of the SDGs. Indicators have been hailed as "important" in the context of the SDGs, with little critical appraisal of their function in implementation (Mair et al., 2017).
[bookmark: _Int_HW8AoLgC][bookmark: _Int_9OIXGM65]The SDG Tracker displays data from all available indicators from the Our World in Data database using official information from regional and international agencies. It is a non-profit, open-access publication that tracks global progress toward the SDGs and encourages individuals worldwide to hold governments accountable for fulfilling agreed-upon objectives. A list of 169 SDG Targets defines the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. (sdg-tracker.org, 2022) Progress toward these objectives is assessed by 232 separate indicators, with 248 indicators listed in the global SDG indicator framework. However, thirteen indicators arise again under two or three unique goals (UN.org).
[bookmark: _Int_8DnM2pMI]SDG Impact is a major UNDP programme to accelerate private sector participation in accomplishing the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030. Its goal is to assist businesses and investors in incorporating sustainability and the SDGs into existing choice processes and direct money to where it can have the most impact on people and the world (sdgimpact.org.uk, 2022). 
The SDG Impact program is accomplished via two main lines of work, the SDG Impact Standards and SDG Investor Maps. The SDG Investor Maps is a marketing research tool that assists the private industry in identifying investment trends in developing economies that have considerable opportunity to promote the SDGs while also being aligned with policy decisions and long-term national development goals. The SDG Investor Maps is a market intelligence tool within the SDG Investor Platform that contains over 330 investment opportunity areas, including investment topics and prospective company concepts (sdgimpact.org.uk, 2022).
[bookmark: _Toc834710580][bookmark: _Toc1220406417]Implementation & Impact

The United Kingdom is dedicated to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. The most effective strategy is to ensure that the goals are entirely incorporated into each government department's scheduled activities. The departmental planning process is the most effective method for coordinating execution. The 17 Sustainable Development Goals were adopted by global leaders at the United Nations in 2015, replacing the Millennium Development Goals (Gov.UK, 2021).
The government's response has been to develop a social care system that lets individuals maintain their independence, dignity, and quality of life. According to a sustainable development approach to social care, personalised series are services linking individuals to their communities and the surroundings they love. Most crucially, it implies that care is adaptive to individuals' current needs and resilient over time, particularly in the face of the consequences of climate change (Rouse, Department of Health).
Successful SDG implementation depends on municipal governments realigning their strategic goals, organisational values, and administrative operations toward sustainable results. As a result, mayors' or other political leaders' commitment to and leadership in transforming the SDGs is critical. Such elevated assistance has also been found to speed up project delivery in other regions, including Europe, Africa, and North America (Leavesley and Trundle, 2022). To accurately assess progress toward the 2030 target, city governments need availability to be accurate and locally comparable information, as well as precise reporting methods. City governments will struggle to monitor the impact of localising the SDGs without these procedures.
The SDGs are a global appeal to eliminate poverty, safeguard the environment, and guarantee that all people live in peace and prosperity. SDG 3 places health and well-being at the core of the agenda and is tightly related to over a dozen objectives in other goals such as urban health, equitable access to treatments, and noncommunicable illnesses, among others. SDG 11 and SDG 17 place sustainable development at the forefront of the agenda, requiring global cooperation to accomplish these objectives.
[bookmark: _Int_gxlBlsZv]The 2019 Global Action Plan for Healthy Lives and Well-being for All (SDG3 GAP) joins 13 global health, development, and humanitarian organisations. Its goal is to assist countries in national growth toward health-related Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) targets; through a collection of commitments to enhance partnership throughout agencies to take coordinated efforts and provide more collaborative and closely allied support to country-owned and led national strategies and objectives.
Local governments and the NHS play critical roles in developing solid and connected communities as part of efforts to enhance health and decrease inequities. PHE and NHS England launched the 'Working with Communities - Empowerment Evidence and Learning' initiative to gather and share research and learning on community-centred strategies for health and well-being. 
The National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE) recommends community participation as a health-improvement approach. There is a considerable amount of information on the health advantages of volunteering and community engagement and empowerment. The existing research base does not reflect England's vast range of community activities. Although evidence of cost-effectiveness is still sparse, research shows that community capacity building and volunteerism provide a favourable return on investment.
Achieving the SDGs will result in a more sustainable, inclusive, and affluent world. To get there, investors must modify their methods to offer financial returns and beneficial social and environmental impacts.

[bookmark: _Toc1377831150][bookmark: _Toc1274313311]Effects of Covid-19 on Sustainable Development Goals

[bookmark: _Int_23TAepMZ]The epidemic causes a large-scale economic catastrophe with a disproportionate impact on poorer countries, trapping a rising number of people in poverty. Before the Covid-19 outbreak, we were already falling behind on the SDGs. In a positive aspect, the international system has been strengthened due to the pandemic's demands for partnership. Long-term gains will accrue from technological advances and the integration of health, educational, and social services (Shulla,2021). 
Long-term economic and social rights repercussions of the illness's impacts, people's participation in preventative initiatives, and government transmission control regulations. The crisis has highlighted economic inequities, particularly in nations with precarious social protection systems, where disadvantaged individuals face the weight of the crisis (Macht,2020). People without proper accommodation were more likely to get highly infectious illnesses like Covid-19 because of a lack of capacity to follow hygiene standards or social distance.
The dominance of the Covid-19 pandemic slowed the accomplishment of these ambitious goals significantly, which resulted in a case of dramatic enhancement by resolving problems or slowing down progress by introducing new obstacles to overcome.
SDG 3 aspires to reduce unnecessary suffering from avoidable diseases and untimely mortality by concentrating on essential objectives that improve the overall health of a country's people. Priority areas are those with the most significant disease burdens and underserved population groups and geographies (UNICEF DATA, 2022). However, the advent of Covid-19 impacts and pressures the healthcare system more directly than ever before, slowing SDG 3 down. The critical issues linked with Covid-19 and SDG3 include addressing the crisis and providing quality healthcare to all individuals, regardless of circumstance.
SDG 11 seeks to improve living circumstances for all people in a sustainable society. Although significant progress has been achieved in improving people's living conditions, many cities continue to face difficulties such as growing slums, poor air quality, restricted transit access, and fewer public areas. Because of the epidemic's spread, cities and society's daily operations are hampered while the whole civilisation tackles the pandemic problem. The most significant influence is visible on people's lifestyles, and according to UN statistics (2020), almost 90% of Covid-19 cases are recorded in metropolitan areas, affecting the vulnerable the most.
Through solid global partnerships, SDG 17 aspires to strengthen implementation methods for overall sustainable development. However, the pandemic has had several different impacts, one of which is that numerous organisations, governments, and businesses have joined together to battle the spread inside and across nations. Another more severe problem is how the outbreak may have impacted relationships between various governments and organisations (Elavarasan, 2022). Trade disputes, significant digital gaps, and private investment movements are incompatible with long-term growth (Manuel, 2020).


[bookmark: _Toc563276027][bookmark: _Toc1661676610]Progress

The United Kingdom has fallen behind the nations that filed Voluntary National Reviews in 2021 regarding SDG Leadership. More than two and a half years ago, the UK government presented its Voluntary National Review (VNR) to the UN High-Level Political Forum (Whitehead, 2022). The COVID-19 epidemic has impeded progress toward the SDGs, driving families into poverty, disrupting children's education, exposing gaps, and putting an additional burden on an already vulnerable health system, worsening the same problems that the SDGs were made to overcome.
Leadership, stakeholder involvement, execution of the leave no one behind commitment, and policy coherence are four areas where UK civil society believes the UK is falling behind following nations that reported in 2021 (Whitehead, 2022); examples of these are followed below; 
Leadership in the SDGs is often held by heads of state worldwide; however, this is not the reality in the United Kingdom. Therefore, aspiration and dedication to SDG implementation are inadequate, and most government agencies lack responsibility and comprehension of the SDGs.
Despite agreeing to build a stakeholder engagement mechanism in 2019, the UK government has neglected to deploy this crucial instrument. 
In 2019, the United Kingdom stated its vow to leave no one behind, pledging to prioritise the last. However, there has been a disturbing lack of political dedication to carrying out these objectives.
Although policy coherence is vital to ensuring that activity in one area does not impede progress in another, the UK government wasted a chance to address issues via critical analysis when it published its national planning framework.
As part of goal 3, good health and well-being, the global target for communicable diseases, found that vaccination is the most effective public health strategy for protecting children and adults against infections after clean water. The World Health Organization (WHO) has identified vaccine hesitancy as one of the top ten dangers to world health in 2019. Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) is a critical component of addressing one of the most severe dangers to the world's population, antibiotic resistance.
In recent years, there has been tremendous success in reducing the improper use of antimicrobials. In the United Kingdom, overall antibiotic usage in people fell by more than 7% between 2014 and 2017, while sales of antibiotics for use in food-producing animals fell by 40% during the same period (Assets.publishing.service.gov.uk, 2022).
Regarding goal 11, Sustainable cities and communities, the global target for air quality in cities state that creating healthy, ecologically friendly cities is a top concern in the United Kingdom. Since 2010, air quality has improved: by 2017, Sulphur dioxide emissions have decreased by 62%, nitrogen oxide by 29%, and PM2.5 (delicate particulate matter) by 10% (UKVNR; Gov.uk 2019). The initiatives outlined in the UK-wide Clean Air Strategy are expected to reduce the cost of air pollution by £1.7 billion per year by 2020, increasing to £5.3 billion per year by 2030. 
The United Kingdom will establish an ambitious long-term goal to minimise people's exposure to various harmful pollutants, including particulate matter (PM), which the World Health Organization has recognised as the most harmful pollutant. A £3.5 billion investment-backed UK-wide programme to reduce roadside nitrogen dioxide emissions was announced in 2017(Gov.uk, 2019).
In accordance with goal 17 partnership for the goals, the global target for systematic issues highlights that the United Kingdom advocates for a strong and resilient international system in which rules and agreements govern ties between governments and institutions. The United Kingdom leverages its membership in the United Nations and other economic, legal, and security organisations to advance policies and changes that promote long-term growth.
The United Kingdom also collaborates closely with regional organisations. There is a long-standing relationship with the Commonwealth, a voluntary union of 53 autonomous and equal sovereign states. The United Kingdom held the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in April 2018, which agreed on several initiatives to build a Commonwealth that is fairer, more sustainable, prosperous, and secure (UK National Voluntary Review, 2019).
The Human Development Index (HDI) is a concise assessment of a country's average achievements in three fundamental areas of human development: long and healthy life, knowledge, and a decent quality of living (UNDP.org,2021). Defining social metrics of progress is vital to determining a nation's overall development. HDI measures socioeconomic characteristics and is particularly useful in gauging a country's success in terms of these elements.
The HDI may be viewed as a broad index beneficial for many countries. It is a method that may be used in many places, by various individuals, and in multiple ways to address multiple challenges. The Human Development Index complements SDG 17, which alludes to the necessity for cross-sector and cross-national collaboration to achieve all objectives by 2030 (Mukarram, 2020).

[bookmark: _Toc919519714][bookmark: _Toc316769622]Challenges

When emphasising the significance of sustainable development, it is equally critical to recognise that it requires a great deal of dedicated effort and, like many other things in life, faces several problems. It is also vital to remember that while dealing with obversely different ends of the spectrum, sustainable development is equally relevant in poor and wealthy countries with inadequate financial resources to carry out and prepare for long-term growth. Natural disasters, such as earthquakes and tsunamis, can disrupt the flow of water and damage some infrastructure components, posing a danger to sustainability. Municipal corruption and a lack of effort are a few of the main challenges of sustainable development today (Adhikari, 2018).
The overriding issues of sustainable development include eradicating extreme poverty, fostering sustainable consumption and production, and managing the planet's natural resource base for the benefit of all (World Economic and Social Survey 2013). Participants identified and shared several structural factors, including data availability and reliability; a lack of political will; insufficient capacity and technical expertise, and insufficient mechanisms and structures to recognise financial opportunities and access available financial resources (Europa.eu, 2020).
[bookmark: _Toc1915822223]Poor monitoring and evaluation systems: One fundamental issue is a lack of specific targets (at the global, national, and local levels), measurement, and data to track progress, resulting in a lack of information available to decision-makers. It is suggested that sustainable development strategies be strengthened in terms of monitoring and evaluation to establish a dynamic improvement process to increase their effectiveness. It is suggested that governments look deeper and assess the socioeconomic impacts of development projects rather than just the outcome (Pedraza,2014)



[bookmark: _Toc548512011]Conclusion & Recommendations

Obtaining additional statistical data remains an ongoing challenge. A shortage of clear objectives, indicators, and statistics to analyse progress at the global, national, and local levels, results in poor knowledge needed to make choices. SDGs monitoring and assessment must be enhanced to create a significant improvement process to enhance their effectiveness.
Several experiences and findings resulted from the United Kingdom's first Voluntary National Review. While the Voluntary National Review recognises many positive aspects, it also identifies critical areas where more action is required and the measures being adopted. All of these are addressed throughout the review, with each main objective section describing significant challenges and identifying the next steps that will lead to future UK efforts. In conjunction with objective initiatives, the UK will continue to prioritise several general areas, such as partnership, statistics, and resourcing of the goals (UKVNR, 2019).
The Covid-19 crisis has had a profound influence on the development of the SDGs. A unique concept relating to the SDGs is well established to propel human civilisation forward. Individuals should see the current circumstance as a chance to fine-tune their efforts and advancements to benefit a sustainable world (Mukarram,2020). 
Even though the pandemic has impeded progress on the SDGs, it has also demonstrated how intertwined the objectives are. Now is the opportunity for the United Kingdom to act and deliver. While we recover from the pandemic, national leaders must be proactive and implement radical change (Whitehead, 2022). 
Planning for and executing the United Kingdom's first Voluntary National Review has increased the United Kingdom's appreciation for and recognition of the Goals. The United Kingdom is wholly committed to bolstering and expanding efforts on the Goals locally and globally. 
As a result of the UK's ageing population, increasing public and governmental expectations, technology improvements influencing medical processes and information systems, and the desire for more effective treatment, healthcare is undergoing fast transformation. There has never been a greater need for the built environment to create safe, effective, and high-quality facilities that can adapt to shifting care delivery patterns (Designcouncil.org., 2022). The built environment may assist in achieving three main policy goals: reforming healthcare, addressing health inequities via lifestyle changes, and generating healthy, sustainable development. The design process has the potential to be a catalyst for both legislative change and practical improvements to the built environment.

The United Kingdom must continue to remove obstacles to exceptional education and healthcare and seek to develop a diverse workforce. The UK must also develop a new system for encouraging and promoting employee engagement, including intercultural duties and adopting inclusive behaviours. The UK must also improve climate control, poverty reduction, and career planning processes and make cities and urban infrastructure more inclusive, secure, adaptive, and sustainable (Leavesley and Trundle, 2022).
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