Research Methodology FAQs

1. What is a research philosophy and why is it important?
A research philosophy is a set of beliefs and assumptions about the nature of reality and knowledge. It underpins your research and influences how you approach your research question, collect data, and interpret your findings. Understanding your research philosophy helps to ensure coherence and rigour in your research design.
2. What are the key differences between realist and relativist ontologies?
Realist ontology asserts that there is a single, objective reality independent of our perceptions. This reality can be studied and understood to uncover universal truths.
Relativist ontology, on the other hand, argues that reality is subjective and multiple, shaped by individual and cultural perspectives. There are no absolute truths, only interpretations.
3. How do objectivism and subjectivism differ as epistemological approaches?
Objectivism believes in objective knowledge that exists independent of the observer. Researchers should strive to eliminate bias and uncover facts about the world.
Subjectivism suggests that knowledge is constructed through individual experiences and interpretations. Understanding a phenomenon requires exploring personal perspectives and meanings.
4. What is constructionism and how does it contribute to research?
Constructionism views knowledge as a social product, created and shared within a community. It emphasizes the role of language, culture, and interaction in shaping our understanding of the world. Constructionist research explores how meanings are developed and negotiated within specific contexts.
5. What are the main characteristics of the positivist approach to research?
Positivism emphasises objectivity, measurement, and generalizable findings. It seeks to uncover cause-and-effect relationships through rigorous scientific methods, often employing quantitative data collection and analysis.
6. How does the interpretivist approach contrast with positivism in research?
Interpretivism focuses on understanding the subjective experiences and interpretations of individuals. It employs qualitative methods like interviews and observations to generate rich, in-depth insights into the complexities of human behaviour and social phenomena.
7. What is a pragmatic research approach and when is it particularly useful?
Pragmatism prioritizes the practical implications and usefulness of research findings. It adopts a flexible approach, drawing on both positivist and interpretivist methods to address real-world problems. Pragmatic researchers may employ mixed methods to triangulate findings and gain a more comprehensive understanding of the issue.

8. What are the differences between mono-method, mixed-method, and multi-method research designs?
· Mono-method research uses a single data collection technique, either qualitative or quantitative.
· Mixed-method research combines both qualitative and quantitative data collection methods within a single study to provide a more comprehensive understanding.
· Multi-method research involves using different methods to address distinct research questions within a single study, but the data sets are not combined.

