Consftitutions

HPAHS5027/6027 — HERODOTUS AND HIS HISTORIES



AIMS

» To discuss the ‘Constitution Debate’ in Herodotus (3.78-84)
» To explore the development of polis constitutions in the 6™ cent BCE

» To review Herodotus' approach to constitutions



Exercise — Hdt 3.7/8-84

» In your groups:

» Group 1 =Roy 2012, ‘The Constitutional Debate: Herodotus’
Exploration of Good Government’

» Group 2 = Lateiner 1989, Chapter 8

» Group 3 = Dmitriev, S. 2013, ‘Herodotus, isonomia, and the Origins of
Greek Democracy’



Exercise — Hdt 3.7/8-84

» In your groups:
» What are the key aspects of Hdt's Constitution debate?

» How does the scholar approach the debatee (e.g., political, literary,
historical context, etc.)

» What is the scholar’'s main argument(s) <



