This essay will debate the Legal Aid Sentencing and Punishment of Offenders Act 2012.  The impact it had on people before and after changes that were made in legal aid. The eligibility for civil legal aid before 2013 and after. The impact it has on advice organization since budget cuts in many areas. The impact of LAPSO Act 2012 on young people and children. The impact on LASPO Act 2012 it had for lack of role in legal aid before and after. The impact of fees changes in LASPO Act 2012. The need to reform the LASPO Act 2012. 
The legal aid program in England and Wales was administered by the Legal Services Commission (LSC), founded in 2000. On April 1, 2013, the Ministry of Justice's executive agency, the Legal Aid Agency, took over as the LSC's replacement (Government UK, no date). 
The impact of legal aid it had on people since 2000 compared to 2023. According to the Law Society, in 2000, there were 803,828 new legal aid cases, in which people receive free legal counsel to deal with issues. However, in 2010 the financial crisis and economic agenda have led the government to plan spending cuts. Compared to April 2012, due to the LASPO suddenly stopped providing legal aid in many areas due to budget cuts. There was a 30 percent decrease in the number of new legal aid cases between 2012 and 2013. In 2016, the legal aid providers drop to 37 percent and now fifty-nine percent of the law centers and advice agencies that can provide that role. Furthermore, in 2018, the means test prevents people living in poverty from receiving legal aid. In 2019, one-third of people live in a legal aid, with no providers available to assist with housing issues. Furthermore in 2020, just one in four persons qualify for civil legal aid. In 2021, only zero to six areas across England and Wales are available for legal aid advice for housing or community care. In 2022, the number have been decreased to eighty-five percent since 2000. Also in 2023, many family cases that have been left without legal representation have tripled from thirteen percent to thirty-nine percent (The Law Society, 2024).
Before 2012, civil legal aid eligibility was based on income mostly available to people with lowest income level. Compering to now eligibility criteria for civil legal aid, the case must fall under the categories of civil legal disputes such as care, supervision and protection of children, where physical or mental abuse has occurred, family disagreements, housing involving risk of homelessness or home is at risk, mental health, special educational needs and certain immigration related issues (Legislation, 2024). Before receiving civil legal services, an application must be assessed based on the strength of their case and their financial ability following the criteria of The Civil Legal Aid (Merits Criteria) Regulation 2013 (House of Commons Library, 2022).  

The impact it had on advice organizations due to budget cuts. Before LASPO was implemented, most of the legal assistance offered was given by advisory groups that had legal aid agreements with the government. After, the scope of legal aid under LASPO was reduced, which resulted in a funding decrease for advice organizations and restricted their capacity to offer specialized legal assistance. For example, Citizens Advice lost about nineteen million pounds in funding because of LASPO. Approximately fifty percent of Citizens Advice Bureau had previously been funded by legal aid contracts, which allowed trained personnel to offer specialized legal advice to clients facing issues with debt, welfare benefits, housing, family, work, and immigration (Dr Organ & Dr Sigafoos, 2018).
The impact on children and young people of changes made to LASPO Act 2012. According to Just Rights (no date), the effect of the LASPO Act 2012 on children and young people had a massive impact due to the thousands left without advice or representation. Each year, six thousand people under eighteen years old and sixty-nine thousand people aged eighteen to twenty-four will no longer be eligible for civil legal aid. In some of the cases that will no longer fall under the purview of the legal aid system, such as employment, a child working their first job will not be able to fight against the exploitation by their employer and stand up for their rights. It also involves debt, immigration, education, welfare benefits, clinical negligence, private law children, and criminal injury compensation. 
The impact on LASPO Act 2012 it had for lack of role in legal aid before and after. Legal aid was accessible for a very broad range of problems, some of which shouldn’t have needed legal expertise to handle. This resulted in the encouragement of people to approach the courts far too frequently with their issues even when it was unnecessary. As a result, taxpayers' money was used for pointless lawsuits (Ministry of Justice, 2010). The Justice (2013) believes the consultation proposals are rushed, lack evidence, and do not address the constitutional role of legal aid in our justice system. However, the LASPO Act 2012 government made changes based on objective to provide legal aid to those who require the most, save significantly on scheme costs, provide better value for taxpayers and avoid unnecessary and adversarial lawsuits that cost the public money (Parliament, 2015).
The fee changes in civil and family legal aid. LASPO regulation reduced the fees paid to lawyers in civil and family matters. Additionally, some hourly rate increases were capped or removed and compensation for per-permission work on judicial review cases was restricted. The Coalition Government aimed to reduce legal aid spending by implementing fee structures. The review estimated that the policies saved a total of hundred-ten million pounds in 2017-18. According to the MoJ, fee reductions have discouraged young lawyers from pursuing legal aid-funded careers. Young Legal Aid Lawyers reported low pay and high tuition debt as barriers to entering the profession. According to research from the third sector, there has been an increase in demand since LASPO, but charities and advice organizations are unable to fill the gaps left by legal practitioners. However, the Government opinion that the decrease in legal aid providers (thirty five percent across civil law areas) is due to a twenty five percent decrease in total civil legal aid spending since 2012-13. According to the report, the average income for civil legal aid providers has increased by eleven percent (McGuinness T, 2020).
The impact of reforming the LAPSO Act 2012 by government. The legal aid reforms primary impact is that it has eliminated many family law dispute areas and, with them, many individuals from the legal aid program. According to the 2012 Act, legal aid will no longer be available for most private law disputes, except in certain circumstances. The consultation resulted in strong opposition to the proposal to remove numerous cases from scope. Most respondents strongly opposed the proposals. Only three percent of the people who responded to the consultation agreed with the government's proposal for dropping many cases from scope. Although most responses were negative towards the government's suggestions, the government believed change is required to prevent unnecessary litigation, reduce legal aid costs, and provide more value for money (Cobb S, 2013). 
However, according to government proposals for the reform of legal aid in England and Wales. To guarantee that legal aid is directed towards the most deserving individuals and is reserved for most serious cases where legal advice or representation is warranted. In the consultation paper presents the necessary decision making to protect the most vulnerable members of society, make sure that those who need public funding can access, and guarantee that the legal system operates effectively (Ministry of Justice, 2010).
In conclusion, the LAPSO Act 2012 budget cut impacted many areas of civil legal aid. Including on people, advice organization, young people and children, eligible for legal aid before and after changes to legal aid, the role of legal aid before and after of changes made by government, fees changes impacted young lawyers of not pursuing the legal aid career, the need for reform of legal aid in England and Wales. 
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