[bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss the importance and effectiveness of developing assessment for learning throughout the primary school, including critical analysis of personal implementation of one AFL strategy from professional teaching experience.
 Assessment for learning is a crucial teaching tool as it allows learners to be involved with their learning. It also allows children to be able to communicate with their teacher in a variety of different ways. Assessment for learning is the “process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go next, and how best to get them there.” (The assessment reform group, 2002). This is the building block of AFL, as for the process of assessment for learning to become effective the learners need to be told where they are, where they are going, and the teacher needs to be able to tell the learner what the steps are to get there. Assessment for learning is effective as it creates a more direct approach and more instant feedback for a teacher. It allows teachers to be able to adapt instantly and change their teaching for children to understand. Whether it’s through questioning or the other elements of AFL, the teacher can gage exactly where a learner is at, and where they need more guidance and support. It also assesses children in a more formative way, so the focus isn’t just on testing. This helps the less academic pupils to show their achievement in other ways.
 Assessment for learning is progressing teaching from just summative assessment, to formative assessment which has been shown to decrease the attainment gap between learners. According to Scottish parliament, to close the attainment gap schools need to be able to apply “reflective practice” and “effective assessment and evaluation”. These are key aspects in reducing the attainment gap, and AFL addresses both “effective assessment and evaluation”, and “reflective practice”.  This was also addressed in the book “inside the black box” by Black and William as AFL was highlighted as the “major means of raising standards” this was shown “especially for lower attaining pupils”. They also came up with 4 recommendations which were, “more time to think and talk”, “Provide constructive comments”, “encourage children to assess each other” and to “involve pupils in the design of assessments and mark schemes”. This shows that assessment for learning is key in improving and developing teaching. It is also shown from Black and William that we need let children have more control of their learning, and also not to rush learners as they all learn at their own pace. This is also shown through theorists such as Magaluzzi who believed that learning should be child-led, and that all learners learn at their own pace. AFL allows children to be able to communicate with the teacher to know where they are and to tell the teacher when they are ready to move on. 
During professional teaching practise two, the strategy that was used was a self-assessment traffic light which was stuck into the children’s books next to the learning objectives. There are four elements of assessment for learning, sharing criteria with learners, quality of question/ quality of talk, use and quality of feedback and peer and self- assessment. The element of AFL the self-assessment traffic light sits in is self and peer-assessment. This strategy links to the self and peer-assessment element of AFL as the child is assessing how they feel they did in the lesson. However, it can also link to quality of feedback if used to evaluate how a child is done and used to give instant feedback. Quality of feedback is a very important element of assessment for learning as this is the vital communication between a student and a teacher, this feedback let’s the child know where they are , it also allows the child to understand where it is that they need to go next.  This strategy can be used to give better quality feedback as it allows the teacher to look at how the child felt, and give more specific feedback, perhaps verbal feedback instead of just marking comments. Self-assessment is very powerful as it allows children to communicate where they think they are. This also perhaps helps to find out the understanding of the pupils, as they may be getting the answers correct, but not really understand the concept which in which they need to be able to build new learning, on top of existing learning, which connects to the constructivist school of thought. This strategy was in some ways quite effective as it gave instant feedback, to the teacher as to how the children felt that the lesson went, and how they found the tasks set. This also allows the teacher to give the children instant feedback. This is effective as “formative assessment is not just a day-to-day or hour-to-hour, it’s a minute-to-minute process, a constant regulation of learning, and it takes place all the time in classroom interaction”. (Black and William). Feedback is most effective when given straight away as children can instantly alter any mistakes they have made. This improves the quality of work and learners can get on with their work instead of being confused and not understanding what it is that they must do. By using the traffic light system, it is effective as practitioners can see where the child is instantly and if they choose red the teacher can then act on that immediately and sit down with the child and resolve any issues that the child had with the lesson and discuss where they can move forward. 
This strategy is also useful in looking at differentiation with learners as the self-assessment can be used as a RAG rating to coincide with the teachers own RAG rating. This will help to see where the learners are at, and where in personal reflection they think they are. The traffic cone strategy has also been used in Dylan Williams, “The classroom experiment” programme where he gets a group of teachers to implement some assessment for learning strategies. One of these was using coloured cups in a traffic light fashion. This use of a traffic cone method has been shown to be successful as it gives clear feedback. However, it takes a lot of time to fully implement as there are setback to using this strategy. By looking at this from a Humanist approach some theorists would disagree with this as it has the opportunity for children to feel too embarrassed to be honest. A humanist would disagree with using this as they believe that children shouldn’t have to feel uncomfortable at all, and by putting children in the situation where they must admit their feelings about a lesson will perhaps make them feel uncomfortable, as they perhaps would just want to copy what their friends have said. Or perhaps just used green because they know that is the colour that is most commonly used to represent being correct. This is an approach that can be used in both foundation phase and key stage two. It is effective in foundation phase as it is not a complicated method to understand, and children at the age as young as nursery are able to use it effectively. Also, by using a traffic cone method from nursery the children are not that concerned about impressing their friends they are more likely to be honest. Also, by engraining this method from when children start school, it just becomes habit by the time children reach higher foundation phase and key stage 2. 
 
Whilst on P.T.E the writer used this method, however in the class it wasn’t always being used correctly by children. On a few occasions how by observing the child, and how the writer felt they did was completely different as to what the child filled out on their self-assessment. For example, there was one child that found the concepts very difficult to grasp, and the writer had to explain in a few different ways for them to understand the concepts, which she still struggles with, however the child still coloured the traffic light in green. It was also evident that quite a lot of the children coloured their traffic light in green because that was the best. There were also times where perhaps not all children would fill out the self-assessment, for every lesson, which in reflection of the writer's own practice would perhaps next time at the end of the lesson, stop all the children a couple of minutes before the end, and get them to fill in their self-assessment. Also, in reflection to the writers own practice, perhaps make sure that after every lesson the books are checked and perhaps in a further lesson get the children who selected red to come together and the writer could explain the task in a different way and give the children a different task to show that the children now understand the concept. This method is also very visual as the teacher can see what the children do and don’t understand, and this can be used as a reflection in the teachers own practice. For example, of quite a few of the children chose, then there is a very high chance that there is a lot more children that didn’t understand the task. This can be used to develop a further lesson to make children’s understanding concrete. This links with the constructivist school of thought, that believe that new learning must be built on previous learning, and that pupils must construct their own learning. The traffic lights can be used in this instance as a tool to see where the children are and to then involve them in their next steps based on where they think they are. To use the traffic light strategy effectively it needs to be used in a way that is suited to the class and the individual child. 
To conclude assessment for learning is allows learners to be involved with their learning. It also allows children to be able to communicate with their teacher in a variety of different ways. Assessment for learning is the “process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go next, and how best to get them there.” (The assessment reform group, 2002). Assessment for learning is also time consuming and needs a lot of work to be implemented into schools, however once strategies are in place it can become one of the most effective tools in your teaching. This shows how AFL is important as it allows pupils and teachers to communicate effectively. It also shows teachers where the children are, and what their level of understanding is. AFL is also used among the majority of theorists, as there are a wide variety of different strategies. Although constructivist, behaviourist, and humanist theorists, have some conflicting views, there are elements of assessment for learning that are shown in all of these schools of thought. 
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