SESSION SIX

EPISTEMIC LUCK AND FALLIBILITY

STUDY EXERCISES

Remind yourself of Gettier’s paper, ‘Is Justified True Belief
Knowledge?’ Read it again, if necessary. Read also the texts on the
reading list for session 6. After doing the reading, consider possible

answers to the following questions:

1. How should we best respond to the Gettier problem?

2. Do you think that by adding some kind of causal condition (that is,
an appropriate causal relation between the belief that X, and X

itself) would help?

3. Is the Gettier problem unsolvable? If so, what does this mean for

epistemology?

4. Does the Gettier problem suggest that the concept of knowledge
can’t be analysed? Relatedly, is knowledge analysable in terms of

necessary and sufficient conditions?



