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Introduction

[bookmark: _Hlk150556656]Terrorism is currently the most significant threat to national and international safety, stability, prosperity, and security (DinaMansour-Ille 2022). Thus, is a constant worldwide threat that isn’t familiar with geographic borders (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation 2023). It is characterised by a generally recognised international definition which comprises the intentional use of unlawful violence or the threat of violence towards civilian targets to generate terror, intimidate or coerce an organisation, society, or government for subjectively political, ideological, economic, nationalist, or religious purposes (ESMAILZADEH 2023)(Statista Research Department 2023).

(Crown Prosecution Service 2022) state, the United Kingdom’s legislation of The Terrorism Act 2000 and 2006 defines terrorism as the threat or use of violence to influence or intimidate the public, government, or international governmental organisations. The utilisation or threat must be to pursue a political, racial, religious, or ideological cause; this includes any of the following: “serious violence against a person, serious damage to a property, an action designed to seriously interfere with or seriously disrupt an electronic system, creating a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public and endangering a person’s life” (legislation.gov.uk 2023). In addition, the utilisation or threat of action which involves firearms or explosives is terrorism; such action can include being used inside or outside of the United Kingdom. Also taking into consideration the means of planning, assisting, or gathering information on how to commit a terrorist act is a criminal offence. (Crown Prosecution Service 2022). 

On the other hand, in the United States of America, the definition of terrorism is categorised into two elements. This entails International terrorism: “violent, criminal acts committed by a person or groups who are motivated and inspired by or associated with foreign terrorist organisations or nations” (U.S Department of State )(Federal Bureau of Investigations 2023). Domestic terrorism: “violent, criminal acts committed by individuals or groups to advance ideological objectives originated from domestic influences whether that be political, religious, racial, social, or environmental goals” (U.S Department of State )(Federal Bureau of Investigations 2023)Unlike the United Kingdom, the United States of America authorises each state and local government to implement its own laws according to each state's lawmakers (Gaxiola ). However, this method of defining terrorism has key disadvantages which are associated with not establishing a universally accepted definition of terrorism (Rodriguez, AlNuaimi et al. ). Universally, there are over one hundred dissimilar definitions of terrorism, with not one being accepted as a whole, worldwide and without exception (Council of Europe ).

[bookmark: _Hlk150105272]More specifically due to the controversial ideological and political prejudice to inspire terrorist action created from a subjective perception of the ‘enemy’ in the eyes of terrorism or the terrorist (Corbin, Billet 2014). However, another argument suggests that “one man’s terrorist is another man's freedom fighter” This is interpreted as a justification for terrorism from a subjective mindset. From this perspective, the adversity of terrorism depends on why it is opposed and how it is contested in particular the defence of the vulnerable against tyranny (Dr Boaz Ganor, The International Policy Institute for Counter-Terrorism et al. 2013). 
[bookmark: _Hlk150372019]The key disadvantages include miscommunication in terms of the unification of defining terrorism, failure to safeguard the rule of law, due process and civil/human rights. For this reason, it is crucial for a unified definition of terrorism, to protect peace, prevent dictatorial regimes and prevent war (Charanjit Singh 2021). Consequently, at a minimum terrorism is considered to be outlined as the coercion or intimidation of civilians or governments by way of threats or perpetration of violence, which can result in death, seizure of hostages or critical injury  (United Nations 2023). However, discrepancies exist in defining terrorism, along with the similarities.  Schmid and Jongman in 1989 analysed 109 scholarly responses to the definition of terrorism. Within the responses, 22 were identified as periodically reoccurring throughout the analysis (table 1). This method is used for the aim of defining terrorism  (Jessie Blackbourn, Fergal F. Davis and Natasha C. Taylor 2012). In this essay the methods, tactics and goals explaining terrorist action in particular the terrorist group Hamas are discussed, as well as any discrepancies or limitations.
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Modern-day Terrorism and Pre-modern Terrorism

Harakat al-Mugawamah al-Islamiyyah (Hamas) is a militant Palestinian Islamist terrorist group that emerged in Gaza, Palestine in the 1980s (Congressional Research Centre 2023). The ideology of Hamas is that of the Muslim Brotherhood and Palestinian nationalism (UK Gov Home Office 2023). The goal and ideology of Hamas is to eradicate Israel to establish an independent Islamic Palestinian state to rule under Sharia Law (James 2014), this can be considered as a political and religious goal (Counter Terrorism Guide 2014). The hypothesis of Hamas is a consensus of the Muslim Brotherhood with not many differences existing in similarity and functionality besides no shared operational or administrative functions. In 1928 founder of the Muslim Brotherhood stated, “Jihad means the fighting of the unbelievers and involves all possible efforts that are necessary to dismantle the power of the enemies of Islam, including beating them, plundering their wealth, destroying their places of worship, and smashing their idols,'' (U.S. Government 2018). This ideology incites actions such as terrorism over generations through radicalisation and propaganda, by way of asserting power and in 1948 members of the Muslim Brotherhood assassinated Egypt’s prime minister for a cause (House of Commons 2015). Whereas, on October 7th, 2023, Hamas committed a terrorist attack in Israel which killed more than 1,300 innocent, non-militant civilians. Furthermore, as hundreds of civilians enjoyed a music festival on that day ironically for peace, Hamas targeted and murdered civilians using guns as they ran away to escape the heavy artillery. Following this, babies, children, and the elderly were brutally slaughtered. Generations of families perished at the hands of Hamas. The severity of the genocidal attacks by Hamas range from rape, beheadings, murder and human remains discovered burned (President Biden 2023).  
In comparison to this method of modern-day terrorism, terrorism is known to date back to the Julian calendar which is of an era called pre-modern terrorism (Neville Onebamhoi Obakhedo 2020) At the time of 6AD in the region of Judaea, an agreement established Judea to officially become a province of Rome. As a result of this agreement, a small minority of extremist groups became apparent to oppose Roman authority within Judaea. The Sicarii were described as a radical and extremist group with the main objective of freeing the Jewish society from the Roman Empire's authority (Flavius Josephus 1997). However, the Sicarii were distinguishable from others, by their demeanour in how they intimidated their enemies by way of instilling fear within society. Studies have shown that the sicarii’s carried out trailblazing acts of terrorism by committing murders in broad daylight, acting inconspicuously within crowds all the while possessing short daggers called a ‘sica’ to stab the enemies (Marijn J. Vandenberghe 2016). However, dumbfoundingly when the victim collapsed to the ground following the attack, the attackers would join in with the cries and screams of the crowd and distinguish themselves from being an attacker resulting in this devious behaviour never being discovered. In addition to this, the Sicarii committed assassinations and kidnappings in pursuit of their goal (Donathan Taylor 2015). The Sicarii’s were fixated with their beliefs with no room for hindrance, provocation or moral impediment to deter them from their righteous cause. The heinous actions of the sicarii’s were justified as Roman occupation resistance (Donathan Taylor 2015). Consequently, this method of terrorism has remained consistent across centuries, with slight discrepancies separating the techniques in modern-day and pre-modern terrorism. 


Methods, Tactics and Goals of Terrorism 

There is a vast array of methods and tactics used to execute the objectives of the terrorist or terrorist group. To identify these, studies have recognised certain weapons which have been used during pre-modern terrorism and modern-day terrorism. To elaborate on this, tactics range from assassinations to common explosives which include triacetone-triperoxide, a component used to make IED’s which are effectively a homemade bomb or device and TNT which is a commonly used explosive (U.S. Department of Homeland Security ) These chemical components can be used to construct pipe bombs,  suicide vests, small VBIEDS capable of detonating a car and a booster charge which can detonate an HGV.  Furthermore, there is another tactic called the radiological threat which can expose radiation over a vast area depending on the size of the explosive, this tactic isn’t commonly used as opposed to common explosives. However, as alike a radiological threat, it does have striking similarities to a chemical nerve agent, where it can contaminate and ensure the population becomes extremely ill before mass fatalities. Lastly, firearms, which are an extremely popular weapon used in terrorism (Office of the Director of National Intelligence ). Studies have suggested that the basis of an attack is dictated by the objectives and capabilities of the terrorist or group  (Federation of American Scientists 1995). 
Hamas are distinctive when carrying out terrorist attacks from planning to execution to ensure success whether that be civilian or organisation/governmental targets. Hamas has previously executed large-scale bombings against Israel and its civilians along with small arms attacks, roadside explosives, unmanned aircraft systems, kidnapping operations, rocket/grenade attacks and suicide bombs (National Counter terrorism centre 2022).  Retrospectively (table 2) displays the primary method of attack used by terrorists worldwide in 2021, there is certainly a favoured method of attack used universally.  Also, (table 3) shows terrorist attacks by target, Worldwide in 2021. Similarly, there is also a pattern emerging as to the target group of terrorists. The pattern in this case has a contributed to the fear and terror inflicted on innocent civilians. 
Furthermore, a young Hamas suicide bomber whose bomb device failed to detonate stated “I know that there are other ways to do jihad. But this one is sweet—the sweetest. All martyrdom operations, if done for Allah’s sake, hurt less than a gnat’s bite!”  The perpetrator of such an attack may have various motives which may or may not be aligned with a terrorist group (Michael E. Brown, Owen R. Cote, Jr., Sean M. Lynn-Jones, Steven E. Miller 2010). In contradiction, it’s not as easy to ascertain the reasoning behind suicide attacks or lone wolf attacks. Is it due to rewards explained within the Islamic sacred book, the Quran or revenge for the death of a family member, radicalisation in some aspect or simply to obtain a monetary gain  (Europol 2019) (Greta E. Marlatt 2019).
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(Table 2) Terrorist attack by method, Worldwide 2021  (Institute for Economics and Peace 2023)
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(Table 3) Terrorist attacks by target, Worldwide 2021  (Institute for Economics and Peace 2023).

[bookmark: _Hlk150546813]With very slight comparisons in terms of bombing tactics and methods (not including suicide bombs) to the Islamic terrorist groups, is the Irish Republican Army, whose specific goal was religious and political. The Irish Republican Army (IRA) was solely focused on establishing an Independent Ireland. However, the method and tactics were not to seek out and hurt civilians or cause unnecessary casualties as opposed to Hamas. The Irish Republican Army would ensure to send a message of high severity to officials and army personnel of the opposing side, in this case, the United Kingdom Sovereign and Government (Nicholas Rebello 2015). The murder of a member of the British Royal Family in 1979 as a result of the Irish Republican Army, can’t be compared in comparison to any other modern-day terrorist group, as such an attack hasn’t been committed since in pursuit of an ideological cause. Whether this be a result of limitations in terms of lack of finance, weapons, or recruits  (Yonah Alexander and Alan O'Day 1984). This highlights the functional comparisons between different types of terrorism, which is further supporting by the tactics and methods used. The differences used are likely due to the varying factors of extremism in religion, politics and ideology goals. 






Conclusion

Despite endeavours to sanction and define terrorism through a prism of interchanging agreements, there is still a lack of unification in terms of defining terrorism (Senjic 2023). Terrorism isn’t a novel advancement, even though methods and tactics may evolve, there are processes in place to make them questionable as to whether there are any new approaches to terrorism and its attacks which haven’t been discovered by authorities (Loia, Orciuoli 2019).  There is more advancement and efficient techniques that produce more effective terrorist attacks in the modern-day era in terms of methods and tactics used  (Cubukcu, Forst 2018). However, the main objective of terrorist attacks presently date back to pre-modern terrorism, the similarities between the Scarii’s and Hamas are striking. In addition, studies suggest there are limited discrepancies within terrorism from history to the present day. Attempts are made daily by international partners in the fight to combat terrorism, whether this process can be applied globally or if there are systematic restrictions along with the goals of terrorists and terrorist groups to continue to dismantle the concept  (Interpol ) Despite the fact, that ideological, economic, nationalist and religious extremist views exist, can there ever be an identity which is successfully governed to reduce the effects of terrorist attacks within societies. Once such hurdles of divide and conquer are overcome, the future is unquestionable.
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Table 1: Definitional elements: the 22 word categories

1. Violence

2. Political

3. Fear, terror

4. Threat

5. Psychological effects

6.V ictim-target differentiation
7. Purposive and planned

8. Method of combat/strategy
9. Extranormality

10. Coercion/extortion

11. Publicity

12. Arbitrariness

13. Civilians, non-combatants
14. Intimidation

15. Innocence of victims

16. Group /movements

17. Symbolism

18. Unpredictability

19. Covert

20. Repetitiveness

21. Criminal

22. Third party demands
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Terrorist attacks by method, World, 2021

Number of terrorist attacks by the primary method the perpetrators used.
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Terrorist attacks, by target, World, 2021

Number of terrorist attacks by the perpetrators' intended target.
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