Discuss the Significance of the Arabic Script on Islamic Art and Architecture.
Arabic script, like the rest of the Muslim culture’s art and architecture, begins to come to prominence from the period of the Umayyad dynasty (661-750). It was at first slow to start but soon took off and was well established before the emergence of Islam as a religion. It has often been stated that art emerged with the rapid expansion of land held by the Muslims; this has some credence, but it does seem that the Umayyad’s are the main impetus for this cultural change.[footnoteRef:1]    [1:  Hillenbrand, 1999; 11-14] 

Arabic scripts appear not only on manuscripts, but also on buildings especially mosques, doorways, walls, pottery, carpets and coins.[footnoteRef:2] From the inception of the Arabic language there appears to have been many different scripts; it is mentioned in an article by Yasser Tabbaa that as many as thirty main types of script existed at one time or the other.[footnoteRef:3] In this work I intend to show the significance of Islamic script on manuscripts and in the Qur’an more particularly. The many varied forms of Arabic script range from the Kufic – early, square and eastern - to -naskhi, which is a cursive script, muhaqqaq, rihani and ta’liq. Kufic script is so named as it originated in Kufia in Iraq; it tended to be used only in Qur’an’s and for headings in other manuscripts.[footnoteRef:4] The earliest script used was in the Abbasid period and was known as Hijazi, which developed in the Hejaz region in the Arabian Peninsula especially around Mecca and Medina. Hijazi was already in use with the emergence of Islam as a religion, it was very angular and tended to slope to the right.[footnoteRef:5]   [2:  Hillenbrand, 1999; 10-37]  [3:  Yassar Tabbaa, 1991; 123]  [4:  Hillenbrand, 1999; 58-59]  [5:  ] 

The Qur’an’s, depending on which part of the Islamic world they come from, were either printed on papyrus in the case of Egypt or on paper as in the manuscripts emerging from Persia and parchment in Arabia.[footnoteRef:6] The Muslim’s learnt the art of papermaking from China after 751 BCE.[footnoteRef:7] With the advent of paper so the most prized form of writing that the Muslim’s possessed appeared, that being calligraphy. This was to transform the style and form of not only of the manuscripts but also of the Qurans. The shapes of the letters used in calligraphy were standardized by Ibn Muqlah (d 940) in a system of triangles, circles and dots, being formed using reed pens. This system was further developed by Ibn al- Bawwab (d 1020) and reached its apogee with Yaqut al-Musta simi (d 1298).[footnoteRef:8]   [6:  Schimmel, 1998?; 1/7  ]  [7:  ]  [8:  Yassar Tabbaa, 1991; 121] 

The Sacred Art of Islam has evolved with the calligraphy of the Holy Quran. With calligraphy came highly decorated pages which transformed the visual effect of the printed page and was deemed a great step forward for all areas of Islamic art not just the production of Qur’an’s.[footnoteRef:9] The original Qur’an’s were written before the advent of calligraphy and as such would not have been very elaborate when produced. They were based from a series of Muhammad’s dreams, but very few were made as there were only four copiers. However, as the Muslim world grew production increased although this resulted in more flaws and errors in copy appearing. After Muhammad’s death in 632 ADS and the subsequent rule of the four caliph’s a recall of all the Qur’an’s in existence occurred and standardisation of text was applied to all new copies.[footnoteRef:10] [9:  Seyed Kamal Haj Seyed Javadi, 2015; 1]  [10:  ] 


   



               








