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Abstract

The Min dialects are well known for their conservative phonological features, and Sha County
dialect, as a representative of the Central Min subgroup, also merits in-depth investigation of
its archaic characteristics. This dissertation takes the initial consonant system of Sha County
urban speech as its object of study, examining the traces of archaic pronunciation preserved
therein. Through a systematic comparison of Old Chinese and Middle Chinese phonological
features with the initial consonant system of Sha County dialect, two archaic phenomena at the
Old Chinese level are identified: first, the Middle Chinese retroflex initials zhi (1), che (f§0),
and cheng (75) are realized as apical stops of the t-type in Sha County dialect; second, certain
xia ([F)-initial characters in Sha County dialect retain stop realizations, reflecting the stop
nature of the xia ([F) initial in Old Chinese. At the Middle Chinese level, four archaic
phenomena are identified: first, Middle Chinese yi (%€)-initial characters are predominantly

realized as the voiced velar plosive /g/ in Sha County dialect, sharing the same place of

articulation as the Middle Chinese yi (5%%) initial; second, the Middle Chinese light labial initials
fei (E), fu (), feng (Z&), and wei (fi)) are realized as heavy labial initials; third, the Middle
Chinese jian (,)-series and jing (f)-series initials largely remain distinct in Sha County
dialect, with most having undergone no palatalization; fourth, a small number of Middle
Chinese yun (z)-initial characters in Sha County dialect are realized as the voiceless velar

fricative, consistent with the fricative nature of the Middle Chinese yun () initial.

Key Words: Sha County Dialect, Central Min dialect, Initials, Remnants of ancient

pronunciation, Conservative phonological features
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