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The aim of this assignment is to explore the benefits of storytelling in two different formats. These two formats are digital and traditional story telling. I will also analyse the benefits of story telling in both formats and how they promote children’s language development from pre-birth to seven years. 

The benefits of story telling from pre-birth to 7 years 

Storytelling has a wide variety of developmental benefits to children. According to Welsh government (2015) babies start listening and are familiar with sounds pre-birth. Once they are born they are able to communicate through their cries when they are unhappy or uncomfortable. They state that babies up to 3 months old and above start to communicate by making vocal noises like cooing and gurgling and are calmed by familiar voices. Paediatric therapy services (2018) would agree with this as they state that children start learning language from birth. This is called the pre-linguistic stage where babies first learn how to communicate with others. Children then go on to the linguistic stage where they start to use words and form small sentences. 
Raising children network (2020) state that reading and storytelling is important for babies and young children’s speech and language development. They state that it can help children get to know sounds and language. Kumon (2017) would agree with this as they state that it’s important for children to be passionate about reading from a young age as it aids with their development. They also state that reading to a child can help them express themselves and communicate their thoughts and feelings, they suggest that while reading to children they should be encouraged to ask questions as it helps them to use their imagination and curiosity. 
Arora, M (2018) would agree with this as they state that while reading to children, you’re empowering them to explore new ideas and helping them have a better understanding of language and expanding their vocabulary. They also suggest that story telling creates a bond between parent / story teller and child and it helps to develop listening skills. 
Kumon (2017) would agree with this as they also suggest that storytelling develops children’s focus and social skills as children are encouraged to listen and concentrate on the story teller. 
According to Brodin, J and Renblad, K (2020) Many children have poor speech, language and communication development. They believe that story telling is an effective way of enhancing children’s speech and language development.  They state that preschools have main goals, some of which are: to develop the ability to listen, reflect and express their own views, to develop their use of spoken language, vocabulary and concepts and to ask questions, communicate with others and to develop their creative abilities. They suggest that storytelling and reading aloud is an effective tool to stimulate communication and is essential to stimulate children’s literacy. Kuhl, P (2010) would agree with this as she states that theorists like Bruner and Vygotsky have emphasized the importance of communication with children in order for them to help understand words and objects. Victoria state government (2019) states that when children are engaged in stories it provides them with opportunities to develop their language and their understanding of vocabulary and grammar. They suggest that story telling also gives children the opportunity to improve on their listening and observation skills. 


I used the same book in each video in order to compare both formats without favouring one story. The story book used in this assignment was ‘oi, frog’ It is a book based on rhyming and repetition which according to Raising children network (2020) Children enjoy books that have good rhyme, rhythm and repetition, they also state that rhyming is an effective way to help children learn. Kuppen, S (2018) would agree with this as she states that rhyming is an easy way to get children to learn language In a way that is engaging and fun. She also states that rhymes are an ideal first introduction to sounds in language for the early years. ‘Oi, frog’ is an anjoyable story for both story teller and children and has many pictures which helps to keep the children engaged. 
There were many similarities in both approaches to storytelling. 
Digital story telling may be of better use in a classroom as it’s more engaging for children as they can’t always see the pictures in the book when it’s read in a traditional manner, while traditional story telling may be better for smaller groups or just one child. However, Bowcutt, A (2013) suggest that electronics may be changing the way babies brains develop and that electronic books or digital story telling could potentially enhance babies development. 
The traditional story approach may be more engaging for children as it was read at eye level with the children and provided more opportunities for the children to communicate with the storyteller. However, during the digital storytelling, children might be more engaged as a video or animated picture may help them understand and link the words to the actions of the characters. University of Wollongong Australia (No Date) would agree with this as they explain that digital story telling uses multimedia tools to bring narratives to life. They state that digital story telling combines the art of photography and video with traditional storytelling in order to create a more engrossing experience for the reader
Bowcutt, A (2013) conducted research and found that when teachers read both electronic books and traditional books the reactions of the children were similar for both. However, the traditional book reading was more effective in encouraging conversations between the children about the book whereas when the story was read through digital devices the children would talk about the devices rather than the story. Marjanovic-Umec, L et al (2012) Would agree with this as they state that joint reading between caregiver and child has a significant positive effect on children’s literacy development. 
During both the traditional and digital storytelling the storyteller used Hand gestures and body language in order to keep the children engaged. Martin, M (No Date) states that this is an effective way to translate to the children what the character thinks and feels. 

Millard, W. Gaunt, A (2018) state that students learn through recitation, this is where the storyteller will ask children questions throughout the story. By doing this they are encouraging the children and testing the children’s understanding, they also suggest that teachers can support children’s oracy by helping them understand what ‘active listening’ involves and making sure children know when they can contribute to class discussions. Both the digital and traditional story telling can support children’s oracy as they are encouraged to listen to the story and may be asked to discuss later. They also state that speech and communication is central to how most pupils engage with the curriculum. Gooden, C (2013) would agree with this as she states that communication is key for helping children to interact with their caregiver in order to have their needs met. 
According to Main, P (No Date) oracy in language development is the most important point to consider. They describe Oracy as learning to talk and learning through talk. Both activities could support children’s oracy as during the story telling the storyteller would ask the children open ended questions. This gave the children opportunities to express their views and opinions without being anxious of getting the wrong answer. 
According to Guille-Marrett, E (2016) storytelling activities promote children’s reading and writing skills as when they hear stories being read aloud, they learn to mirror good reading behaviours. She suggests adding props or movements  in order for the children to associate them with the words which can help them develop their reading skills. As suggested by Guille-Marrett, E (2016) the activity used puppets in order to help the children determine which character was speaking. Miller, S. et al (2008) would agree with this as they state that storytelling is an effective way to address literacy development in the classroom which improves children’s reading and language. Piri, S (2015) suggests that once children listen to stories being read aloud, they are more likely to take part in a reading activity .
Tohidast, S,A et al (2020) stress the importance of speech and language development in children as age is one of the most important factors. They state that due to the Covid 19 pandemic, there are more speech and language disorders recorded in children which can result in reduced academic performance, reduced quality of life and reduced job opportunities. Early intervention is crucial as disorders such as stuttering may become worse in adulthood. However, Kartushina, N, et al (2020) state that the COVID-19 pandemic could be a unique opportunity for parents to engage in storytelling with their children in order to improve their literacy and digital literacy skills. They state that a study conducted during the pandemic while nurseries and schools were closed showed that children who had less screen time and whose parents or caregivers read to them showed larger vocabulary and language development gains than the children who were not read to. 
 
Welsh Government (2018) suggest that it is important for children to be confident in their digital skills as they are essential in today’s world of work, children need to be informed and capable in order to be successful in today’s society.
The digital storytelling activity could promote digital literacy skills in many ways. There are several different ways in which a story could be told using digital media. There could have been more opportunities to promote children’s digital literacy skills by using an interactive whiteboard and involving the children in turning the pages, tapping the animals for sounds and make the story more interactive for the children. This would be beneficial in keeping the children more engaged and entertained while still having the language and communication benefits.  Menezes, H (2012) would agree with this as she states that digital story telling helps to keep both the storyteller and the children engaged. She suggests that children could even be involved in the story making by giving them access to a website called ‘storybird’ where children are provided a series of pictures that they can choose from to help create and share their own story with their classmates. However, this would only be beneficial for children with writing skills and not for children in reception classes as they would be unable to read and write. 
Maureen, I et al (2020) suggests from her research that both traditional and digital storytelling enhances children’s literacy and digital literacy skills as they were engaged and communicating effectively throughout. 
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