                                        Methodology

Within any topic it is important that research is used to gain not only perspectives from professionals but also the public. When researching a given topic there will be many experienced professionals that have written their thoughts, conducted research, and written academic literature, this called secondary research. Secondary research will help greatly when researching as it will help to gain an understanding of the topic but will give an overall overview of the thoughts, feelings, and beliefs of academics that will have greater knowledge, this will give a basis to gain and understanding but also to gather primary research (Long-Sutehall, Sque and Addington-Hall, 2010). When research a topic the view of academics and professionals will help gain knowledge and understanding of the topic but only using already written sources will not give an overall insight into the topic, this is due to the fact that when collecting primary research the data is collected by the individual without an outside source, this means that the data will be one hundred percent truthful and will also gain an insight to how the general public feels or views the topic instead of an individual that’s been learning and researching the topic for years (Primary vs Secondary Research Methods: 15 Key Differences, 2021). The primary research that will be used to gather information will be a questionnaire with a set of twelve questions. The research will focus on the knowledge and views that the public hold on children affected by crime. By conducting this research, the knowledge of the public on the topic of children and crime will be tested, this means that by answering the questionnaire the public will show how much they know but also their feelings on the topic at hand. Collecting this data is important because the research surrounding the publics opinion on children effected by crime is scarce as the only opinions come from the victims or experts in the field.

Research Strategy
There are many diverse types of strategies to collect the data that is needed for primary research, from case studies to ethnographic research. Case studies investigate a person, or a group of individuals in their natural environment, using this method helps the researcher to understand more about the issue that they are studying whilst it occurs naturally, such as in an educational setting when learning about how individuals learn (Heale and Twycross, 2018). The research strategy that will be used when conducting the primary research will be the survey method, when conducting research, the survey method is effective for collecting data on a large scale within a short amount of time, the reach of using the survey method is far greater than using methods such as case studies but can only be used when trying to reach the public or a group of people (Ponto, 2015). When conducting research, it is important to think about what type of data wants to be collected either quantitative or qualitative as depending on what is being researched numbers could be more important than opinions as quantitative data uses numbers and statistics whilst qualitative data deals with words such as the opinions of the participants (Mcleod, 2019). The survey method can be used to collect either qualitative or quantitative data, which gives the researcher a choice when conducting research (Survey Method - Research-Methodology, 2022). When conducting research, it is very unlikely that every individual will communicate and participate such as during questionnaires, it is vital that samples are used to make sure that the research will be successful and will be answered. Simple random sampling is going to be the method that is used when sending out the questionnaires, as it is impossible to tell who will fill out the questionnaire other sampling methods such as cluster sampling would not work as selecting who is going to fill out the questionnaire is not possible (Martínez-Mesa et al., 2016). 

 Data
To conduct the primary research a questionnaire with around twelve questions will be created, the questionnaire will contain questions that both engage the publics knowledge and understanding on the topic but will also ask for their opinions. According to (Jones, Baxter, and Khanduja, 2013), questionnaires are a reliable source of gathering a large amount of research in an efficient way. As a questionnaire is free to create it will be inexpensive and due to social media and the internet distribution of the questionnaire to friends, family, and the public will be a quick and effortless process. As the intended audience of the questionnaire is the public it is expected that they will not have the knowledge of a professional in the topic, it is crucial that the questions that are asked are straightforward, explained and do not use complicated language. If the questionnaire uses language that the participant is unfamiliar with this can cause confusion which could lead to answers that are unrelated to the question or the questionnaire not being answered as many times as it could have been (SurveyMonkey, 2022). The subject of how crimes affect children is a sensitive topic that can cause many people to feel uneasy and uncomfortable, using a questionnaire will provide a level of anonymity where other forms of research such as interviews do not, as no names will be asked for just sex and age range as this will form a basis to sort the research into groups. Using a questionnaire to collect data will make the sorting and comparing of the data simpler, questions, age and sex of the participants can create a range and when comparing the data will make it easier to compile into graphs which will be used to help analyse answers.

Framework for data analysis 
Once the questionnaires have been filled out and the raw data has been collected analysis needs to take place. To gain an understanding of the data and the answers the participants have given it is vital that comparisons need to be made. To be able to compare the data, it is important that graphs and charts are used to be able to visualise and understand the data. As the data is going to be a mixture of quantitative and qualitative it is crucial that a mixture of graphs is used with an explanation, this is due to quantitative data being numerical meaning that it is represented through graphs and charts whilst qualitative data being expressed through words such as the written answers that are given (Ahmad et al., 2019). Graphs are an effective way of being able to visually interpretate the data and can help link relationships between answers that have been given an example would be an age group and a certain number of answers they gave; this would show that primarily individuals in the age group have the same beliefs (Slutsky, 2014). To be able to begin analysis it is important that the questionnaire has frequent questions such as the age range or the sex of the participant, having these broad questions will help to discover relationships between the demographics and answers given and could help to find links and give answers that you could be looking for such as what an age range believes compared to older age ranges. Analysing the data along with comparing and contrasting will help with the research of the dissertation by discovering what people believe and linking it with their knowledge on the subject, this could show any misbelieves that the public have but also what they do not know but should.

Limitations and potential problems 
There are potential problems that could arise with the questionnaire, these problems could make it difficult to analyse the data but also could cause the research to be unreliable thus useless. A potential problem with sending out a questionnaire through the internet and social media is that few individuals will respond or fully answer the questions, without any respondents the primary research would fail as due to a lack of data there would not be any analysis to compare. As the questionnaire will be answered anonymously it means that a single individual could complete the questionnaire multiple times or purposely give incorrect information, this could cause the research and data to be inaccurate meaning the information is useless, and all analysis would become meaningless. Current global events such as the covid-19 pandemic has made face to face contact hard and sometimes impossible, the pandemic and the high chance of becoming ill has made many unable to come into close contact, this has made it physically handing out the questionnaire impossible, this has limited the number of responses that could have been handed out physically but now must be completed fully online. If the questionnaire were physically handed out it would have had a greater chance of being answered as when it is online, it is easy to get distracted or click off the questionnaire. When the questionnaire is online it is easier for the participants to google answers or opinions to answer the question, this ties back to making the research unreliable as the answers and opinions are not truly their own but those that they found online. 
   
