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According to the NSPCC (2018) previously known as Child Protection, safeguarding is a process taken by those who work with children and young people to protect them from harm and to promote their welfare. It also ensures everyone who works with children and young people are responsible for the reporting of incidents, accidents and suspicions of maltreatment, impairment of health and development, neglect and abuse. 

The renaming of child protection came about as a way of improving the care and protection of children and young people and to also ensure that adults working with children protect themselves from possible allegations, by ensuring they provide incident and accident reports that have been authorised by another colleague. In 2013, the government released Working Together 2013 which set out the importance of safeguarding being everyone’s responsibility and for services and organisations to work together to ensure a child centred approach, protecting children from risks of harm and highlighted the importance of sharing information and working together.

Practitioners who work with children have the responsibility of ensuring they are aware of the categories of abuse, and the signs that accompany them. Being aware of these signs can ensure early intervention to protect children from harm and abuse that could happen.  Providing training opportunities within settings allows practitioners to build and enhance their skills and knowledge on the signs of abuse, the categories of abuse, the reporting procedures to follow and the importance of legislation being updated regularly to follow updates and progression such as the use of technology, digital and social media.

What I have learnt about child protection and safeguarding
Prior to this module, I had little knowledge of safeguarding and child protection. Although I had heard of both terms during my time spent in schools and nurseries, I had little knowledge as to what they both meant and entailed. From participating in lectures and carrying out extra research, I have come to gain a better understanding of safeguarding and child protection, looking at the changes that came about because of case studies that led to deaths of children and how both terms are closely interlinked.

Through research I have expanded my understanding of the various categories of abuse. This knowledge gives me the confidence to challenge, when required, any concerns by reporting them to the appointed Child Protection Officer. It is vital that the correct procedures for reporting abuse are followed. By expanding my understanding of the categories of abuse, I am able to ensure I can be observant within my setting, following up on concerns and ensuring I report them to the appointed Child Protection Officer, following the correct procedures for reporting abuse. In preparation for my next placement, I need to ensure I am aware of the contents of the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) and the settings policy and procedures for reporting incidents and accidents.

Reporting of incidents and accidents
When carrying out my research for this module, I came across the reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations (RIDDOR) guidelines (2013) for the reporting of accidents and injuries that occur or are witnessed on the arrival, departure and stay of children and young people in the settings that they attend. I found these guidelines interesting as they highlight the importance of reporting of incidents and accidents that could lead to death or serious injury. Within settings I have attended, I have not been aware of them following these guidelines, but understand that they should report and note incidents and accidents that occur.

Incident and accident books
All settings I have attended have a legal duty of ensuring they obtain information regarding incidents and accidents that have occurred or been witnessed on the arrival, departure and stay within settings. To the best of my knowledge, I am aware that practitioners have the responsibility of recording in detail, the incident that took place, where it occurred, what injury was sustained and how it was dealt with. For example if a child banged his/her head, then a detailed description would be written in the incident and accident book, including the time of the incident. The parents/carers would be informed; an ice pack or cold compress applied and close monitoring of the child, noting changes in behaviour and appearance. 

Importance of multiagency working
Updated in 2015, the Working Together to Safeguard Children (2015) guide sets out guidelines that facilitate interagency cooperation, highlighting the need and responsibility for local authorities, including all those in contact with children and young people have of being aware of the signs of abuse and neglect, as well as highlighting that we all have a responsibility of sharing our concerns. The need for multiagency work initially came about following a review of the Children Act 1989, which evidently highlighted the lack of multiagency work and sharing of information, in relation to Jasmine Beckford (1984) and Victoria Climbié (2000). 

Multiagency working is important as it brings together a range of services and professions. Each agency plays a vital part in supporting children, young people and their families, all ensuring that the child’s welfare is paramount and centre to the support the professionals can offer. Multiagency working can ensure those requiring additional support, are able to receive the support they require, in a team that is central to working for the children and their families. 

What I have learnt about multiagency working
Prior to this module, I understood that multiagency working is essential to working with children, particularly when safeguarding children and young people from potential harm and neglect. This module has enabled me the opportunity to explore multiagency work in depth, putting what I have learnt into practice. 

During the course of this module, I had the responsibility of carrying out research into multiagency work and its importance. During my research, I came across case studies that highlighted the need for multiagency work, including cases of Baby P, Daniel Pelka and Keanu Williams, which highlighted the difficulties that multi-agencies faced in gathering evidence of neglect, injuries and deceit portrayed in the hands of the parents/carers (community care, 2013). Case studies like the ones I have previously mentioned are important in understanding the need for multiagency work and close monitoring of children within early years settings.
 
Child protection conference
To be able to carry out this module effectively, I had to ensure I was aware of what a child protection conference is and what it consists of. Prior to the completion of the group conference, I had to ensure I was aware of the professionals that participated in a child protection conference and their job roles. As this was a group project, I had to work within a group to ensure we could portray a child protection conference, highlighting the importance of multiagency working and identifying outcomes to support children in need and their families. 

Prior to the completion of the child protection conference, I had the responsibility of attending lectures and carrying out research into the reasons for a child protection conference and how the need for a conference comes about. From carrying out my research, I have been able to gain an understanding of the links legislation and Acts have during the process of a child protection conference – Acts including the Data Protection Act 1998 and the Children Act 1989. 

My job role during the child protection conference 
During the course of this module, I had the opportunity of working within a group in order to portray a child protection conference and the need for multiagency work. The child protection conference that we arranged consisted of the following professionals: A social worker, a child protection officer, a keyworker, a health visitor and the police. Each of these professionals play an important role in supporting children and their families, offering support and guidance throughout a child protection conference and the procedures followed when making an inquiry into allegations of abuse and neglect. 

During the child protection conference, I adopted the role of a children’s social worker. In order to adopt this role in a professional manner, I had to research the role of a social worker, familiarising myself with legislation, keywords and the procedures a social worker would follow when reporting and responding to concerns of abuse and neglect. 

During my research, I was able to expand my knowledge on the job roles that a social worker could work within, when supporting children, young people and their families. According to Children’s Social Work Matters (2018), there are a variety of roles within social work, with each supporting children and their families - with these roles ranging from a Duty and Assessment worker who deals with investigations, referrals and allegations into abuse and neglect, to a Long Term Team worker who works with children and young people who are subject to a child protection plan. 

As our child protection conference led to children being subject to a child protection plan, I had the responsibility of researching the role of a long term team worker in detail, identifying the reasons as to why the children in our scenario were subject to a child protection plan and the ways in which the plan could support the children and their families, whilst keeping the children in the care of their parents. 
Research into the Children Act 1989, highlighted the importance of keeping children within their families, whenever and wherever possible. From carrying out this research, I have been able to expand my knowledge into the importance of keeping children with their families, after a report called the Waterhouse report – Lost in Care,  identified historic allegations of abuse and neglect within children’s homes in North Wales. From this report, it was recommended that children stay within their families, wherever and whenever possible.

Job roles of other professionals involved in a child protection conference
One role I was interested in and felt I learnt a lot of information about, was the role that Police play in relation to a child protection conference. Prior to the group research into job roles of professionals who participate in a child protection conference, I believed that police would be involved during all concerns and allegations of abuse and neglect. However, according to Citizens Advice (2018), police have a legal responsibility of safeguarding children less than 18 years of age. Despite having this legal responsibility, police do not always prosecute criminals who have offended, abused or neglected children, as in some cases ‘there is a need for structured support to protect the child’ and therefore a child protection conference is held to put in place support for the children and their family.

The Bichard Inquiry Report (2004)
Following the conviction of Ian Huntley in 2003, Sir Michael Bichard carried out an investigation into child protection measures, record keeping, vetting and information sharing (Bichard Inquiry Report, 2004). This report came to play an important role into the development of the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) and safeguarding children, as a way of highlighting the importance of criminal checks on those who work with children. During the report, it was evident that Huntley was a known criminal, convicted of sexual offences between 1995 and 1999, but despite the convictions, information had not appeared under the vetting checks carried out by Cambridgeshire Constabulary (Bichard Inquiry Report, 2004:1).  

According to the NSPCC (2013), The Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006 established the Independent Safeguarding Authority, to make decisions about individuals who should be barred from working with children and maintain a list of these individuals (NSPCC, 2013). Previously known as a Criminal Records Bureau (CRB), the DBS service provides employers the opportunity to carry out checks into a person’s criminal past, making safer recruitment decisions and preventing unsuitable people from working with children and vulnerable people. Having the opportunity to carry out regular criminal checks ensures those who are deemed unsafe to work with children are convicted sooner and support and guidance is in place to protect those most vulnerable.

Conclusion
From carrying out this module and the research that followed, I have been given the opportunity to expand my knowledge and confidence in the reporting of incidents and accidents and feel that I would be able to follow the procedures correctly, following the guidance given in the All Wales Child Protection Procedures (2008) guidance. I feel I have more knowledge to offer within settings, and feel I have the skills and knowledge to identify signs of abuse and neglect and offer support and guidance to colleagues and families, where possible.
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