Egyptian Funerary cones from El-Moghraqa, Hybridization in context
An Object Analysis Report

One of seventeen large cone fragments (Steel et al 2004:323), fabricated from yellow-reddish clay, with an embedded  grey core, containing organic material, (Steel et al 2004: 326) was found at El-Moghraqa (Steel et al 2004:319), north of the wadi Gaza (Steel et al 2015:939). Due to insufficient firing, the colouring of the fragment varies from white to green, with some red slip present (Steel et al 2004:326). The fragment has a flat base, is roughly circular, tapering towards the end, stamped with a cartouche at the round face, as well as the adjacent side (Steel et al 2004: 326). The praenomen of Thutmose III, Menkheperra, was inscribed within the cartouches (Steel et al 2004: 327). The original use is unclear (Steel et al 2004:326), although most interpretations have isolated it to a funerary context (Steel et al 2004:329).
Using a handful of clay, I formed a cone by rolling the clay between my hands and a table, then using the surface of my hand I flattened the circular end of the cone in preparation for the stamp of the cartouche. Wetting the cone helped to pronounce the marks left by the stamp significantly, which was done both to the circular end and the adjacent side.
[bookmark: _GoBack]None of the in 2000 excavated cone fragments were found intact (Steel et al 2004:326), I however tried imitating what the intact cone looked like. During the process of manufacture, certain difficulties arose; the clay differed from the material originally used for the cone, not containing any organic material, a detail affecting stability, when applying the cartouche stamp, as the facsimile bent from the force applied. The stamp used was a limited interpretation of the original; it was made from willow, unlikely to have been originally used. Another factor was time; drying outdoors for the original may have reduced bending when force was applied by stamping, whereas I had one hour for the task with no experience in Egyptian funerary cone manufacture. Tools, except for the stamp, were not used in the recreation, whereas a knife-like tool could create an even surface at the round face. The stamp used for the facsimile, lacked depth of profile, creating flat inscribed cartouches like in Figure 1, less prominent than the 1.5 mm deep ones of the original (Steel et al 2004:327).
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Figure 1 (Funerary cone facsimile, materiality’s laboratory UWTSD Lampeter, 2018)
Through inconsistent firing, the original had an unstable core, therefore the makers were possibly not experienced with the manufacture of Egyptian funerary cones (Steel et al 2004: 326), as cones from Dynasty XVIII of Thebes were more sophisticated (Steel et al 2015:940). 
El-Moghraqa’s occupation peak was the Middle Bronze Age II (Steel et al 2004: 321), while possibly economically controlled by nearby Ajjul (Steel et al 2004: 323), making it part of a wider trading context, connecting Egypt and the Levant (Steel et al 2004: 321). Not associated with any structures nearby, the fragments were presumably dumped at El-Moghraqa in antiquity, deliberately having been broken off a building of unknown location (Steel et al 2004: 326). 
There were no other Egyptian funerary cone finds from a Syro-Palestinian context, therefore only Nubian and Egyptian parallels are comparable (Steel et al 2004: 331).  
In Proto-Dynastic times, Egyptian colonies briefly existed throughout the Levant, while economic and diplomatic contacts were maintained throughout the Early Dynastic period and Old Kingdom (Steel 2016: 1).Such connections might have been expressed by gift exchange (Steel 2016: 1) or paying tribute to Egypt (Steel 2016:2). From finds, El-Moghraqa seemed to have been significant in redistributing raw luxury materials such as carnelian, as well as storing them (Steel et al 2004: 232).Close ties with the Levant were also evident at Tell el-Maskhuta and Tell ed-Dab in Egypt (Steel 2016: 2), therefore a Canaanite individual from el-Moghraqa (Steel 2016:6) could have delivered luxury goods to Thebes, possibly servicing the cemetery of Dynasty XVIII (Steel et al 2015:940), then recreating an own interpretation of the cones, as symbols of prestige, not funerary objects (Steel 2016:6). Such desired association with Egyptian material culture was not uncommon, as the cemetery finds of Deir el-Balah show (Steel 2016:6-7), the probable resting place of Canaanites associating themselves with few Egyptian, but mostly local funerary practices (Steel 2016:7) .
Considering the regions context, the cone from El-Moghraqa could be classified as hybrid object, combining existing techniques with new practices, in this case a Canaanite context (Steel 2016: 3). The hieroglyphs on the original are cruder than expected from Egyptian examples, while Egyptian parallels also lack a second cartouche on the side, and always display the name of the tombs owner (Steel 2016:5). 
In conclusion, there is only speculation on how the cones of El-Moghraqa were used (Steel et al 2004:326), but given the close connection between the Levant and Egypt, a Canaanite individual with ties to Thebes might have well imitated the cones, giving them a new function as prestige objects(Steel 2016:6). Recreating the cone turned out quite difficult, with time and tools being limited and the material used not having been the same. However, this task gave me a great insight into the challenges of recreating an object of which I had no prior knowledge of creating, perhaps just like the individual creating the originals (Steel 2016:5). 
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