Water Colour and Gouache workshop
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        Tony Sandoval

Watercolour is one of the most exciting media to use and one of the most versatile, if you get rid of preconceived ideas about it, (ie old ladies medium, washed out colours) and learn to use it properly.
Watercolour is extremely vibrant. See artists like Emile Nolde and Hundertwasser. Other than fine artists and traditional landscape painters, water colour has a contemporary place in the creation of picture books and graphic novels (look at the work of Alex Ross and Tony Sandoval).

a) You must know about colour extremely well and what colour laid over another in what
density produces what hue. Ie superimposing produces vibrant colour over a white ground and allows precipitation (heavy pigment to fall into the paper undulations). 

b) In order to lay colour where you want you must be accurate and confident if you want a
realistic rendition – a fresh image/mark ie not overworked and muddy.

Mini Brief

Research artists that use watercolour. Explore those who have come before and contempory artists.
Do a watercolour piece that you are happy with using methods learnt in the day which you
have pushed in all sorts of experimental ways (bring in the results for the oil workshop session).

Morning

Look at a variety of water colour papers
Trying out different types of brushes, paints (water colours and gouache).
Superimposing (overlaying colours)

Areas to explore
– Wash – left to right, brush full of pigment – lots of artists use a background wash 
– Graded wash – pigment to water
– Colour wash – 2 colours 
– Superimposing on dry wash 
– Lifting out when wet – with cotton wool or tissue 
[bookmark: _GoBack]– Masking fluid 
– Colour dropped on wet paint 
– Colour dropped into water wash or onto damp paper or splattering
– Colour dragged when semi-wet 
– Salt dropped onto paint when wet
– Wash rubbed onto paper with cotton wool
– Masking tape used for masking 
– Dry brush work
– Water colour on oil pastel or wax – or on chalk pastel
– Bleach 
– Sand off top surface on rough paper – ie get speckled effect
– Try out different grounds – gesso - textured past – different surfaces – papers
– Diffusers – use water or pigments

Afternoon
Using your sketchbook research for this brief, paint in loose fluid washes using the superimposing technique and other methods learnt in the morning, being aware of colour and mixing techniques.
Finish in your own time and bring in for the oil workshop session.
Look at books, on the web, in the library for other ways of working with watercolour and
experiment over the week.
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