[image: image1.png]PRIFYSGOL CYMRU ——
Y Drindod Dewi Sant

UNIVERSITY OF WALES

Trinity Saint David





Postgraduate/Distance Learning 

Assignment coversheet & feedback form
THIS SHEET MUST BE THE FIRST PAGE OF THE ASSIGNMENT YOU ARE SUBMITTING  (DO NOT SEND AS A SEPARATE FILE)

	For completion by the student:

	Student Name:
Charlotte Florentine

	Module code: AHHI 7001
Module title:
Research Methodology

	Student ID number:
1706627
	Educational support needs:

No

	Module tutor:
Janet Burton
Assignment due date: 24th May 2018

	If your module has multiple submissions please indicate which piece of work this is.

1st  FORMCHECKBOX 
    2nd(    3rd   FORMCHECKBOX 
      4th  FORMCHECKBOX 
      5th  FORMCHECKBOX 
      6th  FORMCHECKBOX 


	I confirm that this is my original work and that I have adhered to the University policy on plagiarism.

Signed …Charlotte Florentine…………………………………………………………
Email submission: if you are submitting this form via email, please tick this box (
(as a substitute for your signature) to confirm that you agree to the above declaration.

	Assignment Mark
1st Marker’s Provisional mark

2nd Marker’s/Moderator’s provisional mark

External Examiner’s mark (if relevant)
Final Mark

NB.  All marks are provisional until confirmed by the Final Examination Board.
For completion by Marker 1 :

Comments:


	Marker’s signature:
	Date:

	For completion by Marker 2/Moderator:

Comments:



	Marker’s Signature:
	Date:

	External Examiner’s comments (if relevant)



	External Examiner’s Signature:
	Date:


Archival Exercise

Part 1

The Black Prince

Below is a list of archival sources, located using electronic and library catalogues, which would be useful when conducting research on Edward, The Black Prince. In archival catalogues he might be identifiable as The Black Prince, Edward of Woodstock, Prince of Wales, Prince of Aquitaine, Duke of Cornwall or Earl of Chester. Therefore, it’s useful to enter all these into a catalogue search. Through the online Archives Hub and the National Archives search facility, Discovery, I was able to refine my searches to the fourteenth century, immediately excluding irrelevant results. These catalogues also redirected me to more specific or regional archive catalogues.
 London

   Senate House Library Archives

   GB 96 MS 1

This is a literary record, a 70-page manuscript in French, from the year 1385, and written by The Chandos Herald.  It is highly useful for research on The Black Prince’s involvement in The Hundred Year’s War. The source is described as ‘‘commemorating the life and feats of arms of Edward the Black Prince.’’  We must acknowledge that this is a partisan source, with English bias, and not merely a dispassionate documentary record.   The author is known by his working relationship to his lord, Sir Chandos.  This suggests he was writing for the benefit of his lord and, most importantly, to his lord’s friend, The Black Prince. 
         The source does promise some degree of reliability since its date of 1385 is within living memory of the battles. The Herald is said to have travelled alongside Sir John Chandos
 and thereby experienced his subject, The Hundred Years War, directly.

        This source might be inaccessible to those who cannot the French of the period. However, there are English translations available to aid translation and study, for example that of Francisque Michel, 1883. 

 London

   The National Archives (TNA)

   E – Records of the Exchequer

   E36 – Treasury of the Receipt: Miscellaneous Books

   E36/278

This archival source dates to 1351-1366, during the reign of Edward III, the Black Prince’s father. It relates to Edward’s lands and contains records of letters, charters, writs, deeds, petitions, accounts and lists of possessions owned e.g. horses, jewels and liveries. Curiously, it also contains ‘‘confessions’’ about the prisoners he captured at Poitiers in The Hundred Years War. This is a rich source which will allow us to see how Edward governed his lands and people, as well as the financial decisions he made.

 Canterbury

   Canterbury Cathedral Archives

   CCA – DDC – Dean and Chapter

   ChAnt – Chartae Antiquae

   F- Chartae Antiquae F

This dates to 1362 and provides evidence of Edward’s association with the Church, particularly Canterbury Cathedral and his patronage of its chapels. It is a grant of lands to Canterbury Cathedral Priory.

London

  The National Archives (TNA)

  E – Records of the Exchequer

  E101/624/30 (King’s Remembrancer; Wardrobe and Household)

  Jan 25th 1348 - Jan 24th 1350

This source is a fragment of Edward’s accounts, recorded on a membrane, providing clues to Crown spending in the fourteenth century, and more specifically it gives details of the Black Prince’s expenditure. Although, as with any source concerning figures and accounts, we must allow for deliberate omissions and accidental errors which occur when recording numbers. However, as a fragment of evidence, on its own it is limiting in what it can tell us about the Black Prince.

London

  The National Archives (TNA)

  S C – Special Collections

  SC 1 – Special Collections: Ancient Correspondence of the Chancery  

  and the Exchequer

  SC 1/42/33

This is a letter, addressed in French from Edward to his wife Joan, concerning the battle of Najera. It will be useful for researching Edward’s involvement in the Castilian Civil War, in addition to providing us with clues about Edward’s character and opinion on political events.

(Further archive searches, which could shed light on The Black Prince, include: Joan of Kent, his wife; his mother, Phillipa of Hainault; his father, Edward III; his dukedoms of Wales and Aquitaine; his earldom, Chester; or, The Hundred Years War.
Part 2

Whalley Abbey

The following archival sources have been located using The National Archives catalogue ‘‘Discovery’’ at www.nationalarchives.gov.uk. I was able to refine my search criteria to the medieval period, from the years 1200-1500. Furthermore, The National Archives directed me to local archival repositories. For greater geographical specificity I accessed regional archive catalogues, such as LANCAT (Lancashire) at http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/archives-and-record-office/  and the Cheshire Archives and Local Studies Catalogue. I also found relevant sources in the British Library Manuscript Collections and the Bodleian Library. Finally, the University College London (UCL) Library, home to The English Monastic Archives Project at http://www.ucl.ac.uk/history/research/english-monastic-archives has been an invaluable resource for locating where relevant archives have been deposited. It has a tool which sorts search criteria so that one can research a specific monastic order, a specific monastery, a county, a relevant time frame, and the genre of the record one is searching for; for example, ‘‘Cartularies’’, or ‘‘Lives of Abbots’’. It then produces a list of archive sources and a link to a document tree, containing brief details of the origin and life of the source and where and in what collection it may now be found. 

London

  British Library

  Western Manuscripts

  Add Ch 1060: 

This manuscript includes ‘‘confirmation by Edward I of Henry de Lacy, Earl of Lincoln and Constable of Chester, dat. 1283, granting to the Abbey of Stanlawe the advowson of the Church of Whalley; and also, of a charter of John, Constable of Chester, granting diverse chapels, etc. to the same Abbey.’’  It is an inspeximus, or confirmation, by Edward III, 1334, of previous charters and confirmations in which Stanlow (sometimes recorded as Stanlawe/Stanlaw) Abbey is given the advowson of Whalley Abbey and additional chapels.  It demonstrates how records were being rigorously re-inspected and re-recorded at this time. This manuscript is significant because it shows how Whalley Abbey came to be, following Stanlow Abbey’s relocation to Whalley in Lancashire, from their original monastic base in Cheshire.

Lancashire Archives

  DDX 732

  1 – Abbeys of Whalley and Sawley

  DDX 732/1/17

This is an undated notebook, within which are written copies of Whalley Abbey’s accounts and expenses, dating from the fourteenth to the sixteenth centuries. This source may improve our understanding of how this medieval abbey functioned as an economic structure. It may also enable us to identify good and bad financial years for the abbey within the given period, charting any fluctuations in spending habits, and may hold clues as to why this might be. We must be wary, however, that there could be omissions in a record that was copied second hand. Perhaps the original records were in poor condition and this record keeper felt the need to duplicate them for future reference. In this instance, we can assume that they were faithfully copied. Unfortunately, the notebook is not dated, making it difficult to measure how long after the original records it was produced.

PR 5013 – Clitheroe Town Council

  1 – Charters of the Borough of Clitheroe

  PR 5013/1/9

This archive is a charter, or ‘‘letters patent’’, from Henry IV to the sheriff of Lancashire, dated December 6th, 1409. This means that it was addressed to the public at large.
  It orders that the ‘‘dissolution of the fairs customarily held, without authority, in the precincts of the Abbey at Whalley on the feasts of the Conception and Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary’’ be announced in Whalley ‘‘and elsewhere’’ (presumably other parts of Lancashire, covering those who would be in attendance). It would be interesting to find out why these ‘‘fairs’’ were illegal, requiring permission from the Crown, and why this one was singled out by the king. Further research would involve defining the word ‘‘fair’’ as it existed in its medieval context. It would be interesting to find out about the restrictions on commercial and recreational use of church lands in the medieval period. 

Lancashire Archives

  DDX 732 – Research Papers of Fr Joseph McNulty

  1 – Abbeys of Whalley and Sawley

  DDX 732/1/15

This is a notebook which includes copies of the Calendar of Papal Letters and Registers, dating from the thirteenth to the sixteenth centuries. This will provide insight into the correspondence that took place between the monastery and the pope. It will allow us to assess their relationship, and the level of control which the pope exercised over the English clergy.

Lancashire Archives

  DDPt – Petre of Dunkenhalgh

This refers to a vast collection, but of interest to us are the ‘‘Ecclesiastic Papers’’ which refer to an agreement about tithes made between the abbot of Whalley and the parishioners of Whalley in 1334. This source is valuable for information concerning how a medieval church supported its infrastructure, through the organisation and practise of tithe payment, and the relationship between the parish community and its church. 

Oxford

  Bodleian Library

  MS.Dodsw.157

  5098

This is a 1627-8 written copy/transcript of the chronicle ‘‘Status de Blagburneshire,’’ composed by Abbott John Lindley of Whalley Abbey in the fourteenth century.
 This source is important because it is a record of 750 years breadth, from 596-1349. We must acknowledge that chronicles were made strictly for private, internal use and study by the monastery.
  Furthermore, they are subjective as records, only reflecting what the monastery deemed was beneficial or ‘‘truest and best to be passed down’’
   amongst a closed, religious community. The brevity of their style
  might be considered a weakness in terms of the quantity of information they can provide.

London

  The British Library

  Western Manuscripts

  Egerton MS 3126

This is a cartulary which records the years 1342 up to the close of the fifteenth century. It is a book (‘‘Coucher Book’’) comprising 421 folios/leaves, written in Latin and Anglo-Norman. This is an essential series of records which is evidence of the bureaucratic systems and practices which governed monasteries. The book documents charters; pleas and inquisitions; papal, episcopal and royal grants and confirmations. Cartularies concerned the rights, privileges and possessions of a monastery, and were essentially the insurance documents for these.
   Its author was John de Lindley, Abbot of Whalley.

London

The British Library

Cotton MS Cleopatra C III

(315r-328v)
This is a copy of the abbey’s annals, dated to the fifteenth century but pertaining to the years 912 to 1296. This source is likely to provide very useful information on the abbey’s origins and early history. Any significant events which might appear in the records might also help us to identify why the subsequent relocation in 1296 from Stanlow Abbey, Cheshire, to Whalley was considered necessary.
(Directions for future archival searches might include the parish of Whalley itself, or the lives of specific abbots. A search for architectural and archaeological archival material might also be conducted.
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