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DISCUSS THE CRIMINAL COURTS IN ENGLAND AND WALES AND THE EXTENT TO WICH THEY ARE IN NEED OR REFORM.IN PARTICULAR DE MAGISTRATE AND CROWN COURT.


The English and Welsh justice system operates on common law principles from long ago and include a range of courts handling civil and criminal cases. The English and Wales justice system plays a critical role in upholding the role of law and ensuring justice for all. The County Court in England and Wales deals with most civil cases and special tribunals handle specific problems. Criminal cases begin in Magistrates Court, then sever ones go to Crown Court. The High Court acts as both a first instance and appellate court for valuable civil crimes, heaving divisions like Queen’s Bench, Chancery and Family. The Courts of Appeal just deals with appeals and has Civil and Criminal Division. The Civil Division handles appeals from Hight Court and County Court, while the Criminal Division takes appeals from Crown Court. (Judicial Autjority.2022)
The legal system in England and Wales is divided into civil and criminal courts. Civil courts resolve disputes involving people, businesses, and organization, while criminal courts handle cases related to alleged criminal activities. Civil courts are County Court, the Hight Court and the Court of Appeal. On the criminal side there are Magistrates Courts, the Crown Court, and the Court of Appeal. ( Lawdit Solicitor,2023).
In the UK magistrates are unpaid volunteers without formal legal training. They serve as lay judges in the Magistrates Court. Magistrates are selected based on the ability to be fair and impartial, and their understanding of society. They must be aged 18 to 70 and they go through training to understand the legal system and their responsibility before presiding over cases. (Court and Tribunals Judiciart,2023) 
The Crown Court in England and Wales is a judicial entity dealing with serious crime cases in various places including the Old Bailey. The main job of the Crown Court is to look at appeals about people being found guilty or their punishments in cases by Magistrates courts. The Crown Court can reject or approve the appeal and make changes to the sentence in full or part. (Court and Tribunals Judiciary,2023).
The Court of Appeal is the top court in England and Wales, handling appeals from other courts. It was created in 1875 and is divided in 2 permanent division which are the Civil Devision handling family and civil appeals, and the Criminal division, responsible for reviewing criminal convictions and sentences. It is based in London at the Royal Courts of Justice. Court of Appeal has important judges like the Lord Chief Justice, the Maser of the Rolls, Presidents of the King Bench and Family Division, the Chancellor of the High Court and other Lord and Lady Justice. (Courts and Tribunals Judiciary,2023).
Jurors are laypeople how don t required legal knowledge; judges will assist them with any points of the law. The use of Laypeople in criminal cases, like juries, gets both criticism and support. The Benefits of using the laypeople are public involvement, conscience-based decisions, and societal representations. The disadvantages involving jurors not explaining verdicts are the fact of not having enough training, which leads to amateurism and potential of misunderstanding the law. Unconnected jurors and private talk are good, but secrecy is confusing and hard to understand why they decided that way. Overall, people have different views about using juries in criminal cases. (The legal systems and criminal law, p 23, p 24).
One case that shows the importance of jurors in ensuring just outcome with impartiality, which is essential for upholding the integrity of the legal proceedings, is the case of Robert Brian Gough. In 1991, Robert Brian Gough got a 15-year prison sentence for being part of a robbery plan, this was happening in Liverpool. Later they found out that one of the people deciding his case was a neighbor of someone named David Stephen Gough. The defense said that David was one of the robbers. David’s wife, Elaine Gough, had a car that they said was used in one of the robberies. She was talking to the people deciding the case so then the people were worried the juror may not be fair. The Court of Appeal looked at the case again and said there was no real proof that the juror was biased. They also said it is important that people trust the court and their decision. The Court of Appeal’s meticulous review of the situation and the application of a real danger test underscored the importance of maintaining public trust in the judicial system. In this case the involvement of a juror with a potential bias due to their connection with the defendant’s neighbor raised concern about the fairness of the legal process. This case serves as a reminder of the careful consideration required to ensure that jurors contribute to a fair and transparent legal process. (R v. Gough, MAY 20,1993).
[bookmark: _Int_gFQlehYA]Juries are mainly utilized in the crown court, delivering crucial verdicts on defendant's guilt or innocence. However, they constitute less than 1% of criminal trials, with the majority occurring in magistrate courts. Lay magistrates handle many cases with few appeals, showing that the system works well. Cases are resolved quickly and affordably by regular people, ensuring fairness, and preventing potential bias from judges. Juries are effective due to their long history. Random selection gives defendants a fair chance and diverse perspectives. Having regular people involved in the legal system works well. It saves time and money, gets the public involved and brings together various age groups, ethnicities, and backgrounds to offer multiple viewpoints. (UK Law).
From the cost effectiveness point of view one of the advantages of using laypeople is that they are unpaid volunteers, and this helps to keep the cost of the judicial process lower compared to having professional judges for every case. Because lay magistrates are not salaried, they can claim reasonable expenses for travel and subsistence while performing their duties. The statics showed that many of those magistrates do not claim those expenses. (Claims by Nicola Laver).
[bookmark: _Int_5khg9x0m]The Juries of Act 1974 is a law in the UK that allows individuals to become jurors in the Crown Court, High Court, and county court if they meet specific criteria.They must be register electors and aged between 18 and 76 and have lived in the UK, Channel Islands, or Island of Man for at least five years since age 13 and not to be disqualified for jury service. The Lord Chancellor is in charge of choosing the jurors and how many of them are needed for the Crown Court, High Court, and county court. People can be asked to be jurors from anywhere in the UK and Wales. Jurors get a letter by email or post, telling them when they should come to the court. In accordance with this law, when someone is called to court as a juror, they must go for the number of days mentioned in the letter or by the person in charge. (legislation.gov.uk).
Since 2016, efforts have been made to modernize the justice system in the UK, aiming to make it simpler, more accessible, and efficient. This reform program has positively impacted users and those working in the justice system. Notable achievements include the digital submission of various case types, such an immigration, divorce and more. Important achievements include handling civil money claims online, more people using digital methods for probate application, simplifying divorce procedures, and introducing the Common Platform in courts. The program also allowed remote participation in hearings, completion of low-level criminal cases through the Single Justice Procedure, and the opening of administrative and user contact centers. While considerable progress has been made there is still more to be done. The next step will be expanding current projects, finishing ongoing ones, and continuing to engage with stakeholders for feedback and improvements. (GOV,2023).
The criminal courts in England and Wales, including the Magistrate 'Court and the Crown Court play such a key role in the justice system. However, they face pressing challenges that highlight the need for significant reforms. This challenge includes case like case backlogs, delays in proceedings, technological limitation, lack of diversity among court personnel, transparency concerns and consistent decision-making. These issues have led to concerns about accessibility, fairness, and efficiency in the criminal justice process. The reform could create a justice system that is fairer, easier to access and operates more efficiently. Collaboration between the government, legal experts, and stakeholders is crucial to implementing effective reforms. In conclusion, while the criminal courts in England and Wales serve a critical function, their current state necessitates substantial reforms to ensure a justice system that is efficient, fair, and accessible to all citizens.




REFERENCES:


JUDICIAL AUTHORITY.NOV17,2022
FOUND AT:
https://guides.ll.georgetown.edu/c.php?g=365741&p=4199181
LAWDIT SOLICITORS,2023
FOUND AT:
https://lawdit.co.uk/readingroom/uk-courts-explained-uk-court-system#:~:text=UK's%20Court%20System,-In%20regards%20to&text=While%20the%20High%20Court%20has,to%20these%20three%20main%20departments.
COURT AND TRIBUNALS JUDICIARY,2023 
FOUND AT:
https://www.judiciary.uk/courts-and-tribunals/crown-court/
https://www.judiciary.uk/about-the-judiciary/who-are-the-judiciary/magistrates/
https://www.judiciary.uk/courts-and-tribunals/court-of-appeal-home/
TUPTON HALL SCHOOL, CRIMINAL COURTS, PAGE 23,24
FOUND AT:
https://www.tuptonhall.derbyshire.sch.uk/_site/data/files/pdfs/sixth%20form/transition%20tasks/summer%202020/F1782B453396C93534D39D1852CB0B65.pdf
CLAIMS BY NICOLA LAVER FOUND AT:
https://www.claims.co.uk/knowledge-base/legal-system/lay-magistrates-juries

R v. GOUGH, MAY 20,1993
FOUND AT:
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.casemine.com%2Fjudgement%2Fuk%2F5a8ff8cb60d03e7f57ecd7e7%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2LxO1NNRyZkuP-A5kWWftRBsE0CL-UsF65DWN-Sd0Tf0sR58TN64ZEBkc&h=AT0dPuf_TEm2LgI9VY8Jd5naQ0kf1IZiV1uAPiqEZI0d0h0cMwPsvnhbM27hX5PcgC1y3bbtKuF6dcGi6o150vugLESlQpkrcaATf-Tr-ACbdwKvI3B2IkXgGNsDd_leao5Yvg
LAY OF PEOPLE AND THEIR ROLE AS MAGISTRATE AND JURORS, UK LAW,21 SEPT,2021
FOUND AT:
https://www.lawteacher.net/free-law-essays/common-law/the-term-lay-people.php
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1974/23/contents
GOV.UK,2023
FOUND AT:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-hmcts-reform-programme











