The John Muir Award

The River Towy/ River Tywi is one of the Longest in Wales, stretching from the Cumbrian Mountains to Carmarthen Bay. It is 120km in length.
The river is a habitat for a whole range of wildlife. Lots of fish, including; big Sea Trout (Sewin), Eels, Pike, Lampreys.  Many wetland birds also live by the river, to prey on the fish; dippers, kingfishers, red kites, buzzards.  Other Mammals also include otters and grey seals (towards the mouth).


I started rowing at the Quay Cantre (Canolfan Y Cei) in Carmarthen which is located on the River Towy.
[image: ][image: ]Instantly, I felt a huge difference in atmosphere when rowing on the Towy rather than in London. It is quite a special place for me, and for the rest of the town I am sure as t is so peaceful. It is a place that enables people to take time away from their busy lives, pause time for a bit, and relax while walking alongside the river or going for a paddle – taking in the lovely view of the river[image: ] and wildlife surrounding it.
[image: ]
I am very concerned about the extraordinary amounts of sewage entering rivers and seas all over the world. It needs to stop as it hugely effecting wildlife and some animals are become extinct because of it.
When I was rowing on the River Towy with a friend, we went under a ride and suddenly there was a big smell f poo. I saw there was a whole waterfall of seedy flooding into the river which we were in. It was horrible. It’s made me realise how badly it could impact humans aswell as wildlife and the clubhouse that use and love this river. I asked the club about the issue and they were telling me how serious the sewage levels had got over the past few years. One extreme time of when they had to row through masses of dead fish floating on the surface of the river.
This made me so shocked and angry I needed to do something about I, and this project became perfect for it!
I teamed up with my friends Hedd and Lauren and we started to make a plan on how to save the world and its sewage.  We did get too ahead f our selves with creating so many ideas and too much to do in this short amount of time we had. However, we used AI to help us come up with a name for our project; ‘The River Revival Project’. With the use of AI we also produced a logo that was very suited we felt. The logo contained the coloured blue and green. Blue representing lovely fresh water, and green representing the fresh wildlife around it. There was a dragon in the logo representing our focus of location which was Wales. We then made an instagram account ‘The_River_Rivival_Project’ and posted our logo, with the intention to use social media to help spread awareness to a wide range of people about the horrific issue we have.

To help the river now, we walked along the riverbank picking up every sing piece of rubbish we found along the way. We found pizza boxes, a macdonalds wrapper, beer bottles, plastic bags (the list goes on)
We took inspiration from the organisation ‘Trash Free Trail’ as they use their website to help entourage people to pick up litter around special areas of nature and record what they found.
This is a video we made about our day picking p litter on the river bank: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hg0Zx41crfk

I am so glad we di that as we found so many things that could have impacted animals life. . We made a promise together that every time we go down that stretch of the river we will pick up at least three things we find and put it in the bin at the end.
This experience has developed my passion for saving rivers and will definitely carry our project on in the future.
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