Quintus Hortius Flaccus (Horace)




Born on the 8th December 65BC[footnoteRef:1] in Venusia. His father may have been either a slave or a tax collector and it is known that he spent at least a portion of his life as a slave[footnoteRef:2]. He was well educated in both Rome and Athens where he studied literature and philosophy. After fighting against Octavian at the Battle of Philippi in 42BC[footnoteRef:3] he lost his property and shortly after he wrote his first series of poems whilst working as a scribe and Treasury official. It was also around this time that he met Virgil and Varius Rufus and through them he became a close friend of Maecenas who was a friend and confidant of Augustus[footnoteRef:4]. He was described as short, fat and prematurely grey and although he never married, he was known to have an active sex life. When he passed away in 8 BCE, he left his (which had been gifted to him by Maecenas) estate to Augustus[footnoteRef:5]. [1:  https://www.ancient.eu/Horace/ accessed 2nd March 2020]  [2:  https://www.ancient.eu/Horace/ accessed 4th March 2020]  [3:  https://www.britannica.com/biography/Horace-Roman-poet accessed 3rd March 2020]  [4:  https://www.ancient-literature.com/rome_horace.html accessed 4th March 2020]  [5:  https://spartacus-educational.com/ROMhorace.htm accessed 4th March 2020] 


Works

Horace was a prolific writer and is known to have authored 20 short epistles in 20 BCE including the Ars Poetica (The Art of Poetry) and the Carmen Saeculare (Song of the Ages)[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  https://www.ancient-literature.com/rome_horace.html accessed 4th March 2020] 
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After the this he became a Scriba Quaestorius to a Quaestor working for the Roman Treasury. Also wrote his first series of poems and came into contact with Virgil and Varius Rufus.


Met and befriended Maecenas  a friend and confidant of Augustus. He turned down the opportunnity to become Augustus' secretary, he did not lose any respect from Augustus over this.


He published his first book of ten satires in 33 BCE and his second book of eight in 30 BCE. In 23 BCE and 13 BCE he published his most admired work, the "carmina". 


Born 8th December 65 BC in Venusia, Italy, Roman Republic. Died 27th November 8th BC. Leading Roman Lyric poet.


Possibly born a slave. Eventually became free and was educated at great cost in Rome and Athens. His studies included Literature and Philosophy.


Whilst in Athens he joined the army of Marcus Junius Brutus and fought against Octavian as a Tribunus Militum at the Battle of Philippi in 42 BCE. As a result of this battle he lost his families property and developed a dislike for warfare.


