Intro:
As said by Wyse (cited in BERA, 2020) ‘the curricula the schools pursue, are influenced to varying degrees in different countries by their national curricula’ and therefore, the strength of the influence teachers have and how engaged the children are will depend ‘on the ways in which schools interpret them’ (Wyse, 2020, P.7).


Wales:
The Welsh Assembly Government (WAG, 2020) believes that the curriculum ‘should be at the heart of practitioner, school and national efforts which seek to raise standards for all, tackle the attainment gap, and ensure an education system that is a source of national pride and enjoys public confidence’.
The curriculum is currently undergoing a change to become ‘successful futures’ created by Sir Donaldson however the basis is still the same, for example as said by the Welsh Government (2020), the curriculum sets out a guidance for teachers. this includes:
· requirements set out in legislation for all learners aged 3 to 16, to ensure all schools cover the same core learning and to secure a consistency of approach for learners across Wales
· expectations around assessment arrangements to support learner progression
· help practitioners to develop a more integrated approach to learning

Also, linking back to how they will implement the new curriculum, they have stated the curriculum will have a purpose to support children through the four purposes.


Key Stage two:
Schools in Wales are set out into key stages, these are ‘blocks of years called ‘key stages’ (KS). At the end of each key stage, the teacher will formally assess your child’s performance’ (GOV.UK, 2020).

‘These test your child’s skills in:
· English reading
· English grammar, punctuation and spelling
· Maths’ (GOV.UK, 2020) 
Wales can be seen as Knowledge orientated which according to Wyse (2020, P.7) is: ‘when knowledge is the dominant emphasis across the curriculum as a whole’. 
ESTYN (2018) reported in one school that the ‘school proceeded to create a rich and immersive skills-based curriculum at key stage 2’ and was done through thematic teaching and collaborative processes. 


Techniques:
As stated by Barnes (2015, P.261), ‘Cross curricular seeks to build more knowledgeable, lasting and transferable understanding of the world around us’, the ‘ideas were developed by progressives like Steiner, Dewey, Montessori and Isaac’.
Education Reform Act of 1988 recognised in their report that ‘the combined skills of a number of subjects are used in solving real life problems’ therefore, ‘many teachers today continue to see cross curricular approaches as motivating, enjoyable and capable of building relevance’ (Barnes, 2015, P.261). 


Hong Kong:
The reason Hong Kong was chosen as a comparison is due to their scores on both the PIRLS and PISA tests as shown within the table provided by BERA. 

Unlike Wales, they often begin school at six to twelve years old when it becomes mandatory, called the primary age. Also ‘Class numbers could have over 35 students and it can be as many as 45’ (ITS Education, 2020). 

Bertram (2002, cited Baber, 2016, P.282) suggests that when schools who offer ‘playful activities which also teach literacy and numeracy lessons at a tender age, they lose their love for learning hence most countries in the world favor a school starting age of 6’. To further this point, he states ‘There is no doubt in the importance a formal schooling to gain knowledge; however, it seems probable the starting school at an age earlier than seven years may not give the child any academic benefit in the long run’.
In support of this Gray (2011, cited Baber, 2016, P.282), states ‘the study suggests that the increasing stress, mental and emotional health problems in children are directly related to the loss of playful activities and increased academic pressures in early childhood’ 
Barber (2016, P.282) also refers to Piaget’s theory of cognitive development who believes ‘early childhood plays a significant role in his/her development’. In the second stage called ‘pre-occupational stage’ (two to seven years old), Piaget explains that ‘children cannot understand concrete logic’ and children ‘cannot perform certain tasks till they are psychologically mature enough’.

Additionally, Hong Kong’s view is that ‘teachers should not be viewed as technicians whose job is only to deliver a pre-packaged curriculum. Teachers play a key role in determining the implemented curriculum’ (Morris and Adamson, 2010, P.2-4). 

This curriculum can be described as ‘Learner Orientated: the dominant organising emphasis is on the learner, including whole-person development and lifelong learning. This was accompanied by an explicit recognition that a bias towards an emphasis on knowledge is undesirable’ (Wyse, 2020, P.7) 
This is further emphasised when looking at their main education legislation document ‘Learning to Learn’ provided by the Education Bureau (2001, P.10-11),  its key focus is ‘A learner-focused approach should be adopted’, the legislation believes practitioners should ‘understand their needs, learning styles, interests and abilities, in order to decide on appropriate learning, teaching and assessment strategies’. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]All students should be entitled to the following five learning experiences for whole-person development stated in the aims of education (Education Commission, 2000, P.19-20). Main features of curriculum:
· ‘Relevant and appropriate content that matches children's needs and interests 
· ➩ Provision of learning experiences that build on children's prior knowledge and previously acquired skills 
· ➩ Learning through play 
· Theme-based learning
· Observation records on children's performance and progress made in various developmental aspects as the core assessment data 
· ➩ Strong collaboration among practitioners, parents and community service workers 

The framework is composed of the three interconnected components:
· Key Learning Areas 
· ➩ Generic Skills 
· ➩ Values and Attitudes’
(Education Commission, 2000, P.19-20) 
Generic Skills:
According to their Education Bureau (2018):  
· According to their Education Bureau (2001) 
· SCHOOLS ARE ADVISED TO DO GS for 12-15% of the day,
· HK focus a lot on cross curricula called General Studies (GS): GS provides students with opportunities to integrate knowledge, skills, values and attitudes across the Key Learning Areas (AS SHOWN HERE)
· 
· SCHOOLS ARE ADVISED TO DO GS for 12-15% of the day,

· It promotes creativity through hands-on and minds-on learning experiences and is designed to be connected and not compartmentalised, so that students can develop a holistic view of themselves as individuals in the community 
· It also strengthens independent learning through project learning (similar to thematic approach) and IT for interactive learning and use learning resources beyond textbooks, such as an extensive reading scheme and web-based materials 


CONCLUISON:
· Differences such as: starting ages, Hong Kong is very child led whereas Wales is knowledge based, class sizes and how they implement their techniques such as the GS. 
· Similarities such as: techniques mentioned, heading towards a more inclusive education with the new curriculum 
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