Post Colonial States Assessments
Essay 1: In consultation with your class tutor, choose one country which has achieved political independence since 1945. Select and assess key developments in its pathway to independence and in its history since then. Describe and evaluate its position on the world stage today and comment critically on its prospects for the near future.

Landlocked between some of the most prominent nations of the twentieth century, Mongolia has often been overlooked and dismissed. remnants of their past have been lost to time. since the end of the ruling Khan family in which a great nation was made, Mongolian's have been left to reinvent themselves and find their identity. There are two occasions where Mongolia has had to reclaim their independence and funnily enough, it was the very two nations it was stuck between. My main focus is going to be exploring the most recent case, that happened less than 30 years ago; Mongolia splitting from Russia’s “support”.

The best place to start, I believe, is the Chinese Revolution of 1911. This is because it caused mass unrest to the people of both China and Mongolia which in turn meant opposition and a disregard towards the government of the time. This meant that Mongolia had the opportunity to separate themselves from Manchurian rule. And so, in December of this year, the Manchu amban (the high official or governor) was pushed out and their own leader was elected and named Bogd Khan (Holy King). This was the beginning of the fight for independence. I will now outline the events of achieving independence with some commentary below certain bulletpoints.

· In 1912 the Qing government collapsed and the Republic of China was born
· Mongolia declares independance
· Treaty signed with Russia (also in 1912)
· Declaration from Russia and China
· Joint Russain-Chinese-Mongoliam treaty in 1915

This treaty signed in 1912 was interpreted differently by the Soviets and the Mongolians; while the latter believed this treaty as a recognition of their independence, the former defined this nation as autonomous. This is very representative of the struggle that Mongolia faces within the 19th century; struggling to find their independence whilst caught between Russia and China. The declaration from both these countries stated that Mongolia remained under Chinese suzerainty.[footnoteRef:1] This was understandably objected by the Mongolians but nevertheless was granted. This just shows how little influence Mongolia had over their independence as there wase almost zero input allowed from them with regards to their autonomy. This meant that inner and outer Mongolia were still kept separate and Tuva, which they claimed their own, was autonomous of Russia. This suggests that whilst they share some characteristics of a state, such as a government with an elected Bogd Khan, they are still lacking a defined territory which also means they are lacking a permanent population. Therefore, Mongolia is still in a stage of a nation where they act as a socio-cultural entity but they are further than the early stages of a nation as they are beginning to adopt some state features as mentioned above. Now back to the timeline. [1:  ‘Mongolia - Reform and the Birth of Democracy | Britannica’ <https://www.britannica.com/place/Mongolia/Reform-and-the-birth-of-democracy> [accessed 4 December 2022].] 


· In 1919 the Chinese army occupy Outer Mongolia
· The Mongolians People’s Party is established 
· Chinese and Tsarist forces are driven out with the help of the Red Army in 1921
· Mongolian people’s government is established
· People’s party become the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party (MPRP)

It is recognised by most scholars that the People’s Revolution of 1921 is the catalyst causing the 70-year-period of socialism and the beginning of fundamentally changing Mongolia as it was known.[footnoteRef:2] Here we see Mongolia further determining their political independence and solidifying it. There has been a shift in that there is a real sense of pride and nationalism of their country and origins of their nation. However, there is still the problem with autonomy and we see this all throughout its history right up until modern day.  [2:   Vladimir Rodionov and others, ‘Mongolia in 20th Century: Socialist Modernization and Economy’, ed. by S. Cindori and others, SHS Web of Conferences, 50 (2018), 01031 <https://doi.org/10.1051/shsconf/20185001031>.] 


· In the 30s, there was a series of purges and in 1939, “Mongolia’s Stalin” is appointed prime minister
· Yalta conference in 1945 to 46 where Soviet is given control in Mongolia
· Mongolia recognised by Republic of China
· 1949-55 is when relations with the People’s Republic of China were established and a railway was built in Mongolia which connected Russia and China
· 1960 is the year of their third constitution which re-established the national assembly into the People’s Great Khural (PGK)
·  Darkhan, one of the largest towns in Mongolia to this day, was established in 1961
· 1961 – 63 Mongolia becomes apart of the UN and enters into diploma relations with the UK
· Treaty with Brezhnev allowing station of troops in Ulan Bator in secret; this was named a friendship treaty (1966)
· In September 1967, television broadcasting was set up, followed by satellite communications in January 1971
· Then in November of 1973, a mining, especially copper ore, agenda was set up with the help of the Soviet Union
· First Mongolian cosmonaut in space in Soviet spacecraft in 1981, Jϋgderdemidiin Gϋrragchaa

By 1960, retail trade turnover increased by 3.4% and industrial products made 60% of retail turnover.[footnoteRef:3] And this was even before the establishment of the mining sector. This decade was a turning point in Mongolia as it there was a shift away from agriculture, although in many places it still remained as the backbone of society due to their nomadic history, and towards an industrial future. This is seen with the incline of technology which allows for both the means to communicate with the rest of the world and resources to trade with. This is the beginning of the modernisation of Mongolia. The development of the economy meant a rise in living standards, increased life expectancy and reduced mortality. It had also reached the average level of production and consumption when compared to fellow socialist and capitalist countries. This rise in industrialisation also meant a change in the class system. A new wave of factory and white-collar workers acting as civil servants, doctors, teachers ect were the first of their kind. The formation of this urban, educated class was a vital part behind the action of the movement fighting for independence. [3:  Rodionov and others.] 


· Jamsrangiin Sambuu, head of state since 1954, died in 1972
· It wasn’t until 1974 when Tsedenbal took over 
· In 1981 he became general secretary
· 1984 Batmonkh comes into power 

Similar to Stalins purges in the 30s, Tsedenbal orders the multiple party members to be killed as well as every typewriter, duplicator and photocopier to be placed into the ownership of the party. Again in parallel with Khruschev’s destalinisation, he was removed and replaced by Batmonk and criticised the former secretary whilst attempting to reform the nation. His methods for this included nationalism (even though the MPRP had been against national pride) and adopting Soviet characteristics such as glasnost and perestroika.[footnoteRef:4] This resulted in economic stagnation and the people wanting better social reform. It is significant to mention the similarities between the Soviet Union and Mongolia as alongside the boarders being unclear for Mongolia, there is a sense of an inability for the nation to think independently as though it had become reliant upon being influenced by other states.  [4:  ‘Mongolia - Reform and the Birth of Democracy | Britannica’.] 


· New Generation members start to protest
· Mongolian Democratic Association (MDA) held rallies in Ulaanbaatar
· MPRP Politburo is forced to resign after demonstrations including a hunger strike
· A new series of constitutional amendments were established
· 1991 Tsedenbal dies
· USSR collapses in 1991 after a coup against Gorbachev
· MPRP main leaders are prevented from running political parties
· Mongolia recognises the Baltic republics of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania and their independence

By the late 1980s into the 90s, Mongolia had had enough. And so in 1990 some of the amendments included disposing of the MPRP on paper, legalising new political parties and providing multiparty elections for them. This resulted in three new parties: Mongolian National Democratic Party, the Mongolian Social Democratic Party and the Mongolian Green Party.[footnoteRef:5] This was a great step in changing the very framework of the nation; there was a breakaway from socialist influences which create space for Mongolia to have more freedoms which brought with it new choices. Instituting a system of freedom of multiple parties meant there was a step closer to democracy. Again here we see Mongolia achieving political independence and this aspect of being a state. However, there are still issues with autonomy and therefore it can not be labelled an authentic state or nation state. [5:  ‘Mongolia - Reform and the Birth of Democracy | Britannica’.] 


Another interesting point to raise here is that democracy is often associated with modernity. This is possibly because the West is (in theory) very democratic and prides itself on this characteristic and  because anything related to the West is implied as inherently modern (from years of Eurocentricity as a result of colonialism), therefore democracy must be too.

Although the USSR did not occupy Mongolia, it still held a very strong political position which influenced it. This is the reasoning why Mongolia was a socialist state for such a long time, just like the fellow USSR satellite countries. This is what is come to be known as neo-colonialism. Defined by Nkruhma, it is summed up well by this one quotation:  
 “The essence of neo-colonialism is that the State which is subject to it is, in theory, independent and has all the outward trappings of international sovereignty. In reality its economic system and thus its political policy is directed from outside.”[footnoteRef:6] [6:  ‘Nkrumah.Pdf - Neo-Colonialism, the Last Stage of Imperialism by Kwame Nkrumah Kwame Nkrumah 1965 Neo-Colonialism, the Last Stage of Imperialism Source: | Course Hero’ <https://www.coursehero.com/file/37798250/nkrumahpdf/> [accessed 4 December 2022].] 

This was, and is, very apparent in Mongolia as we see time and time again the changing pattern of civilian rule and military rule repeated several times within the twentieth century. The correlation between the history of the USSR and Mongolia is striking with its similar rules from the former, alongside China, and the identical stagnation of economy which ultimately led to a fundamentally changing these countries. 
· President George Bush is the first President of US to visit Mongolia in 2005
· In 2008 Riots arising from accusations of rigging elections left five dead and hundreds injured
· 2012 Enkhbayar (former president) is sentenced to four years over corruption charges

After everything that Mongolia has been through, they are finally coming into their own. The importance of political freedom and growth of the economy is vital in building a nation state and Mongolia is showing no fear in achieving this. To protest against a party or certain election has proven that not only do the people have a capability to do so, but also in many attempts they have found themselves achieving their aim. This is something that is not even seen in the West. In both 2004 and 2005 we see the people protests in which a new president is elected (Enkhbayar).[footnoteRef:7] However, within the early 2000s and onwards, it is evident that Mongolia is struggling to find its footing as there is almost a new prime minister every year. This creates a sense of disorientation and instability which is often a bad sign when it comes to leadership (for example the current PM and the last four of the UK).  [7:  ‘Mongolia Profile - Timeline’, BBC News, 3 November 2011, section Asia <https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-pacific-15466133> [accessed 4 December 2022].] 


Another major issue that seems to be apparent within the political landscape is corruption[footnoteRef:8]. Multiple past presidents have been accused of this and some have even been imprisoned. Having started off well as a newly independent country, they were quick to make the big changes necessary to thrive as a nation. However, it seems to be that they are now having difficulty in sustaining these changes which is understandable considering the current generation in rule has probably never seen a different model of ruling since it had been under socialist rule for seventy years. This implies that there is still a lot of work that needs to be done perhaps before they enter the world stage.  [8:  ‘Mongolia Profile - Timeline’.] 


The good news is attempts of this kind can be seen. For example, in 2010, when many livestock were killed from extreme cold (global warming), a programme was launched which meant herders would be paid to clean and collect the carcasses which also meant the living standards did not decline due to new diseases. Then, in 2011, Mongolia, along with the US, China and Russia, team up to develop the coal deposit in the Gobi Desert.[footnoteRef:9] This also highlights the relations that Mongolia is making. The fact they have paired up with both countries of the East and West, also these countries being superpowers, implies that they are willing to work together which will ultimately increase their place on the world stage as it will help their name and their economy.  [9:  ‘Mongolia Profile - Timeline’.] 


Another interesting correlation is that Tibetan Buddhism experienced an incline after 1990. However, in 2016, Mongolia claimed to stop the Dalai Lama from visiting after China 

Whilst little is seen in the media about this country, there is a vast amount of action taking place and although they have been granted independence, there are still certain countries, organisations and even singular people that are allowing themselves to have a role interfering with the larger scale direction of Mongolia. To say that Mongolia is not currently a state is undermining yet holds some truth; until Mongolia is reunited with outer Mongolia and Tuva which means no intervention (not to be confused with the term gentle guiding) from any other nation state. They should be granted the chance to figure out their own system within their own country just as the others had the opportunity to (unless it involved colonisation).
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