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2. One commentary of 1500 words (30%)


1. Commentaries (subjects to be chosen in consultation with one of the module tutors)

1. Comment on the significant features of a visual image taken from a medieval book of hours, psalter, bible etc).
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Image of the biblical scene of the Annunciation to Mary- Folios 48v-49r: The Annunciation (Matins)

This visual image of the biblical scene of the Annunciation to Mary. This image comes from the ‘Book of Hours’[footnoteRef:1], which are ‘compendiums of prayers and devotional texts designed to be used by ordinary people’[footnoteRef:2], This visual image comes from the Book of Hours, and this book itself was bought in ‘1853, on the 26th of May’[footnoteRef:3] by William Euing, a ‘Glasgow insurance broker’[footnoteRef:4]. He left his collections to the Glasgow University, including other religious texts after his death in 1874, [1:  University of Glasgow, Book of Hours (2006) <https://www.gla.ac.uk/myglasgow/library/files/special/exhibns/month/dec2006.html> [accessed 31 May 2020].]  [2:  University of Glasgow, Book of Hours (2006) ]  [3:  University of Glasgow, Book of Hours (2006).]  [4:  University of Glasgow, Book of Hours (2006) ] 

The book of hours was popular during the late thirteenth century through to the middle of the sixteenth century. The illustration manuscripts were finely made, and were cherished and well-looked after by their owners, and they were then passed down from generation to generation for others to enjoy; this means that there are many manuscripts that survive today, which have been kept in pristine condition, and are actually considered to be medieval culture ‘relics’[footnoteRef:5].  [5:  University of Glasgow, Book of Hours (2006) ] 

The beginning of each Hour in the book of hours was illustrated with scenes depicting the events of Mary’s life; from the birth of Jesus Christ through to his infancy. These events have been recounted in the Gospel of Luke, in which the Christmas nativity story’s complete account is held. The ‘illustration cycle’[footnoteRef:6] begins with the Annunciation and Visitation, which has been placed at the Hours of Lands and Matins, and this is important because these two Hours were to be prayed together, either in the early morning or last thing at night.  [6:  University of Glasgow, Book of Hours (2006)] 

The visual image of the Annunciation is shown above, and in it, the angel Gabriel and Mary are together in the image, and the Gabriel interrupts Mary, who is praying whilst on her knees on the floor, to bring the news that she is pregnant with the son of God, and that she herself will become the mother of God. Mary has a prayer book open in front of her whilst she is praying, and it could be a depiction of the Book of Hours. The image also has Gabriel with a scroll hovering in mid-air from his hand, with some words written on it, supposedly the words that are written on it are the words that the angel Gabriel says to Mary. The words are 'Ave Maria gratia plena Dominus tecum’[footnoteRef:7], which translate into ‘Hail Mary full of grace the Lord is with you’[footnoteRef:8]. This is important as this is the opening of the prayer, Hail Mary, which is the prayer that is supposed to be recited before starting the Book of Hours.  [7:  University of Glasgow, Book of Hours (2006)]  [8:  University of Glasgow, Book of Hours (2006)] 

Mary has been depicted in this image wearing a vibrant blue cape, and kneeling in front of a table covered in a yellow/gold tablecloth with the Book of Hours placed upon it. Behind her, the angel Gabriel is wearing a white robe with a green cape covered in a light red cape and is holding a scroll which seems to be floating in mid-air in his hand. The scroll has words written upon it, which seem to depict what he says to Mary. He has a blue halo surrounding him, whilst Mary has a golden halo surrounding her. In the background, there is a red and green curtain which is partially covering a wall which is a mixture of gold and yellow tiles. The floor has green tiles, differing in colour. 
	On the rest of the manuscript, there is a array of objects that been painted by the illuminator. There are blue, gold and green leaves painted in a random order, with, I believe, red strawberries and red, pink, yellow flowers all across the manuscript on both sides. There ae blue dots filling in between the flowers and other objects, and in my opinion, it is a very beautiful, intricate design, and very vibrant. 
The manuscript itself shows signs of wear and tear, which means that it was actually used in the way it was meant for. Although it is debatable whether normal people of the middle ages did stop to pray seven times a day, which is what the Book of Hours says, it is much more likely that the normal people of the middle ages would use the manuscript to privately pray in the morning and at night, but also in Church on Sundays. 
In the Gospel Luke’s writings, the annunciation of Mary took place during the ‘sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David[footnoteRef:9]’. This gives a more in-depth knowledge in regard to the visual image, which only shows the moment that Gabriel tells Mary that God is with her.  [9:  Gospel Luke, The Annunciation - 1:26-38 (2020) <https://www.goodnews.ie/annunciation.shtml> [accessed 1 June 2020].] 

Gospel Luke’s testimony goes on to say what Gabriel told Mary, ‘"Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you"…..."Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."’’[footnoteRef:10]. This is significant as the visual image of the annunciation of Mary only shows Gabriel telling Mary that God is with her, but in this extract from the Gospel Luke, Gabriel tells Mary what is going to happen to her and what name her son will carry.  [10:  University of Glasgow, Book of Hours (2006)] 

The extract goes on, and Gabriel is believed to have said, ‘"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God."’[footnoteRef:11]. In the Gospel Luke’s testimony of this event, it is written that Mary said to Gabriel, ‘"How can this be, since I am a virgin?"’[footnoteRef:12] and also before he departed, ‘“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word."’[footnoteRef:13] [11:  Gospel Luke, The Annunciation - 1:26-38 (2020) <https://www.goodnews.ie/annunciation.shtml> [accessed 1 June 2020].]  [12:  Gospel Luke, The Annunciation - 1:26-38]  [13:  Gospel Luke, The Annunciation - 1:26-38] 

This extract gives more of an account of what happened in the visual image, as that only gives a brief glimpse into this historic moment. This testimony from the Gospel Luke fills in the blanks surrounding this event, and this helps for the reader to understand the visual image of the annunciation of Mary a great deal better with help from the text, rather than from just looking at the visual image
In the manuscript, the person who paints the pictures of Mary and Gabriel, but also the intricate flowers and leaves which surround the image and the text is called the illuminator. In this manuscript, the illuminator has chosen vibrant, positive colours to surround the image depicting this momentous event. In this manuscript, blue, red and also a yellow-ish gold has been used, and this could be due to the wealth of the owner of this Book of Hours. The illuminator of the manuscript has incorporated many vibrant colours into the manuscript. 
Many manuscripts include the colour gold, either to show off  their wealth, or to symbolise that the person included in the image of the manuscript has a connection to God, or is considered to be divine, in this case, Mary is considered to be both of these things, as she is depicted with a halo,  and in the manuscripts from the middle ages, religious figure were depicted with halos upon their head, as ’halos were golden most of the time’[footnoteRef:14]. Yellow is a colour which is usually linked with the feeling of happiness and hope, or in the case of the angel Gabriel, ‘denoting wisdom’[footnoteRef:15]. The colour white was a symbol of purity, truth and perfection[footnoteRef:16]. Also included in the visual image is the colour red, which is used to often used to symbolise romance, strength, and assertation, but in this particular image, excitement is most likely what the colour red is meant to symbolise. Blue is often used as a formal colour, as it is a colour which usually symbolises royalty, but in this instance, the colour could be symbolising the divinity of God and also the ‘expansiveness similar to skies and oceans’[footnoteRef:17]. Green symbolised the sign of new life, and this comes from the story of the garden of Eden, and the thought of paradise. [14:  Artelisa, Symbolism of Color, Medieval: Red, Blue, White and Gold History of Color # 4 (Sunday, March 25, 2012) <http://artelisaart.blogspot.com/2012/03/history-of-color-4-symbolism-of-color.html> [accessed 1 June 2020].]  [15:  Kokuyo, Camlin, The Hidden Meaning of Colours, In Art (2018) [accessed 1 June 2020]]  [16:  The Fitzwilliam Museum, Colour and Meaning (2020) <https://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/colour/explore/14> [accessed 1 June 2020].]  [17:  Kokuyo, Camlin, The Hidden Meaning of Colours, In Art (2018) [accessed 1 June 2020]] 
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