Form-Critical Categories

1. Pronouncement Stories

Mark 2:15-17  And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax-collectors and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples - for there were many who followed him. When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was eating with sinners and tax-collectors, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does he eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ When Jesus heard this, he said to them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners’.
2. Miracle Stories

Mark 1:21-28

Setting They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as scribes.

Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, ‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God’.

Account of cure But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit, throwing him into convulsions and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.

Outcome of cure They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, ‘What is this? A new teaching - with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him. At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

3. Short Sayings without a Framework

Proverb

Matt. 6:24  No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth (Greek: mammon).

Judgement Saying

Matt. 7:1-2  Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. For with the judgement you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get.

4. Parables

Matt. 13:33 The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.
