This essay will be analysing the following definition of terrorism, “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings”, it will also be checking the difference between different extremist groups and definitions. (Cooper, 2001)
Firstly, this essay will compare and contrast the definition (Cooper, 2001) made with other working definitions of terrorism. Terrorism is defined in United Kingdom law as the “use or threat of action, both in and outside of the United Kingdom, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public and for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause”(Judiciary, 2021), within this definition it is pointed out straight away that the use of threat of action is needed and that it can be in or out of the UK, therefore showing that in both definitions it isn’t targeted to one specific place and that terrorism can happen anywhere. The definition given by (Cooper, 2001) seems more straightforward in the sense that an act will be committed to create fear and therefore take control and rule over people through these acts however the (Terrorism Act 2000) is broader, we see the similarity through the word “intimidate” potentially creating fear however it’s not just to control others it’s to spread and advance in several areas be it political or religious. 
In academia and policy, the terms ‘far right extremism’ and ‘far right terrorism’ are used interchangeably. However, the definition used for extremism is very different to the terrorism definition, it is said that “the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, including democracy the rule of law individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs”(HM Government, 2015, p. 9), instead of words such as ‘intimidate’ or ‘fear’ being used it mentions ‘ mutual respect’ and suggests that its more peaceful compared to terrorism due to it seemingly being a verbal opposition instead of action being taken. This could be seen as troublesome due to the fact that they’re supposed to be used ‘interchangeably’ and could lead to problems later which is why it’s believed that they added another definition for ‘violent extremism’ which is “the beliefs and actions of people who support or use violence to achieve ideological, religious and political goals” (Attorney-General’s Department, 2011), which is closer to the definition given at the start and more down the lines of people taking action against those with a different opinion. 
As mentioned earlier due to there being several different definitions it could to misunderstandings or confusion. It could be argued that violent extremism is a synonym for terrorism, this is because the themes of a negative action against others appears in both definitions and starts the argument of when is the interchangeability needed or why are they interchangeable to being with and have more clear-cut definitions for both. Without a clear definition it could lead to court hearing and sentencing about certain cases being harder to deal with, such as murderers although commit awful acts against others which leads to ‘fear’ being created and some are known to ‘intimidate’ others you wouldn’t label them as terrorists. Or for the police when the BLM movement was happening it was recorded that “Riots, arson, and looting took place in Minneapolis and spread to 140 cities. A total of between $1-2billion in claims have been filed due to property damage” (Daily Mail, 2020), as well as “Six people died in the rioting” (Daily Mail, 2020), ‘peaceful protests are protected under the “Human Rights Act 1998” and mentions in “article 10 ECHR: Everyone has the right to freedom of expression” (CPS, 2022). However, when the protest turns violent it could be argued that something like the BLM protests comes under certain parts of ‘violent extremism’, but these protesters would never be labelled terrorists or dealt with by the police in the way that they’d handle a terrorist threat so when do they know when to draw the line due to during these protests and all this damage could it not be said that they were creating ‘fear’ in a large group to but their opinions and points across to the general public. Another issue that could arise from this is potential racial profiling in the media through only labelling Muslim extremists as terrorists compared to far-right extremists, this can be argued because a study was taken of “200,000 news articles”, out of these “Muslim extremists were labelled terrorist 78.4%” of the time compared to “far right extremist labelled terrorist 23.6%” (Muhammad Mussa, 2019). There is a clear difference and through seeing this multiple times and the word ‘terrorist’ linked with a Muslim could and has led to gross misunderstanding and bad treatment towards the Muslim community. An example of this is a movement made by the Muslim council of Britain that strives for a “fairer treatment of Muslims in the media” (MCB, 2021) because according to them “almost 60% of articles across all publications were identified as associating negative aspects and behaviour with Muslims or Islam” (MCB, 2021) and “over 1 in 5 articles had a primary focus on Terrorism/Extremism” which has led to defamation cases and public apologies being made and this unfair treatment of a large group has led to ‘fear’ or ‘intimidation’ of the Muslim community. 
Al Qaeda and the Islamic state are two very well-known terrorist groups however within these radical groups there can be similarities and differences found. Some similarities Discuss found are that both groups focus on the obligation to perform jihad which is said to “describe three different types of struggle”; which are “a believer's internal struggle to live out the Muslim faith as well as possible”, “the struggle to build a good Muslim society” (BBC, 2014) and “the struggle to defend Islam, with force if necessary”. The last struggle is said to be known as the “holy war” and is linked to another similarity being that they both also focus on western war with Islam and their hatred toward western civilisation and places such as America because these groups believe that “the acceptance of western norms and values has weakened leadership which has resulted in a drift from ‘the true path of Islam” (Greg, 2010). Through these ‘holy wars’ both groups have committed countless crimes, the most well-known being 9/11 and through acts such as these show the world they fit into the definition of a terrorist threat, as mentioned earlier “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings”(Cooper, 2001) by creating this mass destruction and fear for their goals the threat that they produce has people scared to leave their houses. Both groups are also known to have access and use the internet thoroughly to train their people, however it’s been stated that “the IS has been the most active online and the most media savvy terrorist organisation” (Hossain, 2018) to spread their message, as well as send encrypted messages to each other with ease which led to questions being asked if some messenger apps like WhatsApp for example should be completely private because it could be used for more attacks. 
Although these groups share similarities it doesn’t mean their identical and they have many differences some of which being, the Islamic State attacks countries in the middle east as well as the west, they attack both because Islamic states ideology is heavily rooted in Salafism, and they see themselves as the only true Muslims and will attack those even other Muslims because they believe they are not ‘true’ Muslims because they don’t share their exact religious views, this can be linked back to the quote saying, “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings” (Cooper, 2001)  through this threat that IS have put out against the not ‘true’ Muslims it can create the mass fear and maybe even force people to change their beliefs to survive which perfectly fits the quote showing that IS are truly terrorists in this regard. Another difference is that IS emphasises violence through savage and hostile treatments and killing of hostages showing once again that they are creating ‘fear’ to ‘intimidate’ others, whereas al Qaeda portrayed a defensive jihad which refers to a battle to promote and project the ummah from western ideals and values, however this in itself also shows that they commit these acts because of their motive and goals and to promote their way of life onto others.
This essay has refereed to four different definitions of terrorism or extremism firstly “Terrorism is the intentional generation of massive fear by human beings for the purpose of securing or maintaining control over other human beings” (Cooper, 2001), secondly the UK’s definition which is “Use or threat of action, both in and outside of the United Kingdom, designed to influence any international government organisation or to intimidate the public and for the purpose of advancing a political, religious, racial or ideological cause” (Judiciary, 2021). Al Qaeda and IS fit under these definitions through the crimes they’ve committed such as the attack 9/11 which was such a big deal at the time it is still mourned to this day and instantly created mass panic and ‘fear’ towards them and the Muslim community as well as intimidating the public through action because of their religious beliefs and ideologies, this shows that Al Qaeda fit under the UK’s definition and even though the attack of 9/11 did not occur in the UK within the definition it states that the action can take place “both in and outside of the United Kingdom”. For IS they fit under (Cooper, 2001) definition, this is because the IS are known for “the hostile treatment and killing of hostages” (Naureen Chowdhury Fink, Benjamin Sugg, 2015), IS also “promotes extreme prejudice against those deemed un-Islamic” (Naureen Chowdhury Fink, Benjamin Sugg, 2015) showing that they are a group trying to create ‘fear’ and gain ‘control’ over others and through these acts an idea of if your not with us your against us ideology potentially leading people who for their own safety in some cases to do things they wont want to like joining the IS or changing their beliefs. 
The two other definitions were for extremism the first being “the vocal or active opposition to our fundamental values, including democracy the rule of law individual liberty and the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs” (HM Government, 2015, p. 9), and the second being for ‘violent extremism’ which is “the beliefs and actions of people who support or use violence to achieve ideological, religious and political goals” (Attorney-General’s Department, 2011), as mentioned earlier its said that extremism and terrorism can be ‘interchangeable’ however the IS and Al Qaeda would only be connected to the ‘violent extremism’ because it mentions ‘violence’ being used to support their “ideological, religious and political goals”, however they don’t fit into the definition for extremism as it mentions ‘vocal’ opposition and the ‘rule of law’ but these groups aren’t concerned about the law or talking things out to get there point across and have made it evident that they will do anything support their religious beliefs and views of western society through action.
To conclude (Coopers, 2001) can be used but its too broad and should be more specific because it mentions a group creating ‘fear’ for ‘control’ but this action could be many different things such as the BLM protests mentioned earlier could be linked to this, but no one sees them as terrorists.
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