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Impacts of A Bill of Rights on the application of the law to individuals.
The Human Rights Act of 1998 would be replaced by the Rights (Bill of Rights) Bill, as proposed by the British government. Detractors of the bill say that it may damage the rule of law and limit individuals' ability to protect their human rights. The Human Rights Act of 1998 established a framework for the protection of human rights in the UK by incorporating the ECHR into UK legislation. Its foundation will be altered by the proposed Bill of Rights Bill, raising concerns about how successfully the Kingdom promotes human rights (Foster, 2022). The proposed legislation raises questions about public law's ability to uphold the rule of law and safeguard individual rights.
The HRA of 1998, the Bill of Rights Bill, and the ECHR of 1950 will all be covered in this essay. The HRA of 1998 would be repealed and the ECHR would take its place under the Bill of Rights Bill, a planned piece of legislation in the UK (Sweeny, 2010). The Human Rights Act of 1998 will be replaced by a new system for safeguarding human rights in the UK. The proposed UK Bill of Rights has these as its key aims and objectives. The government claims that the new legislation will increase transparency and clarity while giving UK judges more latitude in how to interpret and apply human rights law. The Legislation of Rights Bill is expected to address a number of contentious issues surrounding the HRA, including how UK courts should interact with the European Court of Human Rights, how human rights law ought to be applied in cases involving immigration and national security, and the extent of human rights protections provided by UK law. The proposed legislation has drawn criticism from many because they believe it might harm the UK's legal system and lessen protections for human rights (Fekete, 2005). They have expressed worry that the Bill of Rights Bill would detract from the reputation of global human rights groups and make it more challenging for those who are most helpless to pursue justice.
The ECHR is incorporated into British law through the Human Rights Act of 1998, (Amos, 2012). It permits the legal application of the freedoms and rights protected by the ECHR in addition to obliging UK government bodies to preserve these rights. The Act, which has been applied in situations involving, among other things, equality, privacy, and freedom of expression, provides a framework for people to defend their human rights in UK courts.
The UK government has proposed the Bill of Rights Bill to provide a new framework for the protection of human rights in the UK. The HRA of 1998, which incorporated the ECHR into UK legislation, prompted calls for change and criticism of the government. The new legislation seeks to make human rights law more understandable and accessible while also giving UK judges more latitude in how to apply and interpret it (The Guardian, 2021). However, there is a lot of debate surrounding the proposal, with some claiming that it may make the UK less committed to upholding the rule of law and safeguarding human rights.
The HRA of 1998 would be abolished, replaced, and a new legal framework for the defense of human rights in the UK, according to the UK government. Some of the contentious issues that the Bill of Rights Bill, in the government's opinion, could address include the relationship between UK courts and the European Court of Human Rights, the application of human rights law in immigration and national security cases, and the extent of human rights protections under UK law. The UK government also stated that the new laws would strive to maintain the same level of human rights protections as the existing system, which ratifies the ECHR through the HRA of 1998.
Administration has also claimed that the Bill of Rights Bill will aim to bring clarity and openness to human rights law rather than alter the existing structure (Douglas-Scott, 2011). Benefits and drawbacks of the changes being considered as part of the Bill of Rights Bill are listed below. Supporters of the plan assert that it will improve the clarity and transparency of human rights law as well as the ability of UK courts to understand and apply it (Campbell, 2011). This might lead to the development of a stronger and more effective framework for the protection of human rights in the UK. Critics claim that the amendments could erode the UK's commitment to the rule of law, cast doubt on the applicability of international human rights law, and restrict the access of marginalized groups to the legal system. It is crucial to keep in mind that the proposed legislation's details are still up in the air.
Many recommendations have been made to increase the UK's protections for human rights in addition to the proposed Bill of Rights Bill. As an alternative to the HRA, a UK Bill of Rights might be written outlining the fundamental liberties and rights of UK residents. Another choice to change how UK human rights law is applied is to establish a separate court or tribunal to deal with matters affecting human rights. Some campaigners have also encouraged the UK to draft a written constitution to provide the defense of human rights with a better legal foundation.
The (ECHR) was founded as an international agreement in 1950 to protect basic liberties and human rights in Europe (Jacqué, 2011). To ensure that such crimes would never again be committed, the Convention was established in response to the horrors committed during World War II and its aftermath. Several fundamental freedoms and rights are outlined in the ECHR, such as the right to life, an end to torture, and the right to a fair trial. In compliance with the Convention, the European Court of Human Rights was established to hear complaints from individuals or organizations who assert their legal rights had been violated.
The European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018 was passed to speed up the UK's exit from the EU (European Union Withdrawal Act, 2018). The Act repeals the European Communities Act of 1972, which created the UK's membership in the EU and made EU laws British law. Since it was formerly governed by EU law in several areas, including employment law and environmental law, the UK legal system can continue to operate and remain stable after Brexit. The Act gives UK ministers the authority to amend or repeal EU-obtained legislation in order to preserve its legal status after Brexit. There are concerns that the UK government may undermine or remove crucial safeguards as a result, such as those for the environment, as a result.
The ECA of 1972 had a significant impact on the UK's entry to the EEC, which eventually developed into the EU. The Act required UK courts to uphold EU laws and made them enforceable in the country. Additionally, it enabled any conflicts between local law and EU law to be settled in favor of EU law. Several EU legislationsnotably those that protect consumers, workers, and the environment, were able to be ratified by the UK as a result (Mantouvalou, 2013). The Act backed the notion of "ever closer union" and provided EU member states with a legal framework for cooperation, making it essential for the UK's relations with the EU. Despite this, the Act sparked debate since some felt it undermined the UK parliament's sovereignty and gave the EU too much power.
In conclusion, Significant pieces of legislation that have had a significant impact on the legal system and relationship of the UK with the EU include the ECA of 1872, the Human Rights Act of 1998, the ECHR of 1950, the EU(Withdrawal) Act of 2018, and the Bill of Rights Bill. The primary goals of the Bill of Rights Bill are to uphold judicial independence, safeguard individual liberties, and fix issues in the 1998 HRA. Constitution-based safeguards defense of judicial independence, protection of individual liberties, and redress of issues with the 1998 HRA are the key goals of the statute. In response to criticisms of the HRA, the Act was created to provide uniformity and clarity in the defense of human rights. The Bill will significantly modify the current system by limiting the European Court of Human Rights' authority and allowing UK courts to disagree with some of its rulings. The ECHR will continue to be incorporated into UK law, which is a hallmark of the HRA.
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