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“Hearing that the boy was at my house, he came there at night in a drunken state, broke down the doors, and entered the women's rooms: within were my sister and my nieces, whose lives have been so well-ordered that they are ashamed to be seen even by their kinsmen” –Lysias Against Simon 3.6 – trans. by W. R. M. Lamb (1930). 
This passage comes from a legal speech written by the Athenian logographer Lysias. The speech itself comes from an assault case put forward by Simon against the unnamed defendant, in defence of whom this speech was written. Lysias is the most well-known of the Attic logographers, alongside Demosthenes, and a large array of his work has survived to the current day, including the popular piece 'On the Murder of Eratosthenes'. Modern historians have used his speeches to identify cultural aspects or traditions within Athens that may not have been written about in other areas of literature, such as tragedy or historiography. With this passage in particular, the audience can gather information on the roles and lifestyle of Athenian women, particularly more wealthy women. However, there are some elements of this passage that are exaggerated, as discussed further below.

The first thing to note that as this passage comes from a legal speech, it was written with the intent on convincing the jury that the unnamed defendant is innocent. As a result of this, every detail within the passage (and the speech in general) was put there to give the jury the impression that the speaker is a moral and good citizen of Athens. From this, the audience can gain an understanding of what the social norms were within Athens due to the fact that the speaker would not bring up a topic that would paint them or their family in a bad light. However, this also presents a modern audience with a problem. Using the example of female roles, as presented in the passage, is the audience to assume that because this is used as an example of 'good' or 'expected' behaviour or that it was an accurate depiction of life for all women or even most women in Athens? I am of the view that it does not but one must use multiple sources to gain a more reliable viewpoint on the lives of women in Athens. This being said, this passage still gives the reader an insight into the expectations of women within the household.

This passage contains a wealth of information on the roles of Athenian women. The first area of interest comes from the phrase 'women's quarters'. This clearly splits the oikos into two sections, male and female. This is also pointed out in another one of Lysias' texts, the aforementioned 'On the Murder of Eratosthenes'. In this text the speaker, Euphiletus states that his house contained the women's quarters on the top floor and men's quarters on the bottom floor.
 S. Blundell also points to archeological evidence that Athenian houses were split into male and female quarters, often with the men's quarters being closer to the door, of which there was often only one, making it easier for a husband to keep his wife 'safe'. She also states that there is evidence to show that there were staircases in the workrooms, suggesting that women could both work and sleep in the same quarter, thus limiting contact with the outside world.
 However, there is other literary evidence to suggest that women were not entirely or always confined to the house. One source on this is Hippocrates' 'Epidemics', in which he describes a twenty year old unmarried woman who fell ill with a headache and a fever after being hit on the head while out playing with another woman.
 The information gained from this source i.e that it was not considered unusual for a woman of marital age to be outside playing with her peers gives us a completely different impression of daily life for Athenian women than if we just read the passage above.
This appearance of confinement is further pushed in the phrase 'ashamed to be seen even by their kinsmen'. This is giving the jury the impression that the unnamed defendant is such an honourable and good Athenian citzen that his female relatives are modest to an unrealistic level, refusing to be seen by any male eyes. The term 'well-ordered' further gives the impression that the defendant is taking credit for the modesty of his women, namely due to the notion that the kyrios, i.e.  the male guardian that all Athenian women were required to have, were also responsible for the behaviour of his women. As such, this term hints that the defendant has arranged his female relative's lives so well that they are the epitome of what an Athenian woman should be.
At this juncture, I find it important to point out another motivating factor behind the writing of this speech. At this point in the speech the defendant is trying to convey how outrageous the actions of Simon were, by bursting into his house to find the lover they 'share'. Thus, overexaggerating the modesty of his female relatives to the point where even the gaze of their male relative's shames them would make the jury side with the defendant more, a fact that Lysias would have known when writing this speech. As a result, the reader must take impressions gained from this and all other legal speeches with reservations. 
In conclusion, the above passage gives a somewhat unrealistic view of what day-to-day life and morality was probably like for the majority of Athenian women, when compared to other literary sources like Hippocrates, but it does reflect the male ideal of what their women, both wives and female relatives, both acted like and felt. 
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