WALES IN THE INDUSTRIAL & MODERN PERIOD (post 1750)

Introduction

Concentrated in south Wales during the period of the world’s first Industrial

Revolution were industries of international significance, particularly copper and

iron-smelting, tinplate manufacture and coal-mining. The slate quarrying

centered in north-west Wales and the iron-smelting and manufacturing industries

of north-east Wales were also of more than national importance. The transport

system that was developed to serve these early-modern industries was also of

global significance. The 1851 Census reveals that Wales was the first country

internationally to have more workers in industrial than agricultural employment,

making the case for Wales to be identified as the world’s first industrial nation.

The Industrial and Modern period, 1750 to the present day, saw the wholesale

transformation of Wales from an agricultural and pastoral economy to one of the

leading industrial export economies of the world.

Wales contains a remarkable variety of housing stock, the vast majority of which

dates from the period 1750-2004. The housing stock includes classic examples of

late-nineteenth- and twentieth-century workers’ and social housing.

The rapid industrialisation of Wales after 1750 created an urgent need for

transport links. These took variously the form of turnpike roads, canals and

railways, as well as harbour facilities.

Themes

Wales and the Wider World

What changes in technology and the scale of economic development allowed

Wales to assume a leading position in the coal, iron, copper, tin, lead and slate

industries?

How did each of these industries shape the present landscape and cultural

inheritance of Wales?

What is distinctive about the material remains of each of these industries?

How important to the national economy of Wales were the copper, lead and

woollen industries of Wales and to what extent did they underpin the international

importance of Wales in the first Industrial Revolution?

Housing and Building Stock

What changes were there in the type of domestic building materials used from

the later eighteenth century onwards?

To what extent did local styles and materials continue to predominate?

Does the great proliferation of religious, educational and institutional buildings in

this period represent a particularly Welsh phenomenon or are there cultural and

architectural links to other communities that should be explored?

To what extent do variations in the design of industrial-period housing and

religious building stock reflect patterns of migration and diversity?

What were the variations in the building and design of late-eighteenth- and

nineteenth-century housing and educational and religious buildings?

To what extent were workers’ settlements of the late-eighteenth and the

nineteenth centuries planned or unplanned and how did patterns vary in the parts

of Wales undergoing industrial development?

Transport Corridors

To what extent does the former network of turnpike roads form the basis of the

modern road system in Wales?

What forms of engineering, buildings and other infrastructure were associated

with them, including depots, inns and toll-houses?

What forms of engineering innovation were represented in the early suspension

and iron-arched road bridges of Wales and the foundries and works that produced

them?

What is the form and extent of the engineering features surviving on the Welsh

canal network?

What types of early iron-built over-bridges were constructed on these waterways?

How many distinctive types of wharves, lime-kiln banks, mills and canal associated settlements are there?

How did the large-scale engineered ports at Barry, Briton Ferry, Cardiff, Llanelli,

Neath, Newport, Port Talbot, Porthcawl, Swansea, Milford Haven and Holyhead

develop?

What is the significance of the structures built for the Royal Dockyards at

Pembroke Dock and Milford Haven?

