The internet has had a major impact on the music industry in a positive and negative way and no one can actually dispute this fact. From making music more accessible to audiences across the world to allowing artists to record, produce and share their music to global fans without the support of a major record label, the internet continues to shape the direction of the industry. Over the years, the Music Industry has had to evolve with time due to the nature of the internet arising through developed technology and disrupting many professional fields for the good and the bad.  In my essay, I will discuss and evaluate the impact of the internet on creation, production and distribution of commercial music and the consequent impact this could have on my own song writing.  

One of the most pivotal moments in the landscape of the rise of the internet has been streaming platforms giving artists, song writers and all individuals who contributed to their projects a secured/guaranteed revenue stream which cannot be infiltrated in anyway. The internet became so innovative that users could download and share music online. However, this was not always a benefit because the fact that people could download virtually any song they wanted through file sharing platforms, this had a major impact on the music industry as they were taking significant loses in revenue from album and single sales through hardcopy Cd’s and tapes. (weblink Ultius. 2022) With the introduction of streaming platforms, this created a new guaranteed source to generate income from music, therefore songwriters are now able to receive credit for their work. As a songwriter, streaming platforms enable me to market my projects independently to my users and gives me the ability to sell individual singles as opposed to albums if I do not possess that amount of body of work. Artists and songwriters are able to recoup all deserved royalties, when consumers purchase their work as there are no avenues to illegally download music or file share for free like services such as NAPSTER which no longer exist due to the Music industry suing them.  Since the opening of the iTunes store and its tenth birthday, music sales recorded in America dropped almost 5 billion dollars. (Apple music revenue and usage statistics 2022) This demonstrates a negative impact the internet has through streaming services on the ability of songwriters to maximise distribution revenue potential.
 
New technology has paved a creative way for working within the music industry (WeRaveYou. weblink 2019) in the past, songwriters were used  to flying  out to different parts of the world for song writing sessions with producers and artists. With the advent of the internet, this process was broken down to allow a more flexible approach for the production of a body of work to be used for singles, albums, film scores and commercials. I understand some songwriters may find working virtually stifling their creativity as they may work better physically being in a studio writing session with their collaborator. However, as a songwriter, the impact this has had is significant, as it allows me to increase my reach to potential producers, artists and other songwriters to collaborate on different music projects from the comfort of my home. Creating content, you can now be done virtually through zoom, Microsoft teams WhatsApp video calls, for song writing sessions. Songwriters now don’t need to purchase expensive software to create beats for songs they’ve written because they can write, create, produce the beat and shop material around to artists, film, theatre and advertising companies, with significant ease which puts them in greater control of negotiating the best deals for their work.


The internet allows me to connect with new and emerging artists to create commercial successful songs for them. It has levelled the playing field for commercial music to become visible. No longer would songwriters have to rely on industry connections or friends of artist to shop their music to them, they can now directly connect with artists, music industry personal and film directors to create new material for them. Consequently, this is one of the biggest changes that the music industry has seen so far. In recent years one of the biggest artist/song writers to emerge from the internet era is Lil Nas X. This is a great example as his debut single ‘OLD TOWN ROAD’ was written with the hope of a featured collaboration with a well-established artist’ billy ray Cyrus’. By using the platform twitter, he tweeted Billy Ray Cyrus and through that sparked the venture of the project leading to the song becoming the most massive song of 2019 measured by a combination of streams and sales.  (weblink. Rolling Stone. 2020). The invention of the internet has impacted me substantially in my song writing ability as the scope to reach key gate keepers in the music industry is wide and I now can research beforehand whether using platforms like google or Linked In on the individuals to connect and showcase my portfolio too in matters of seconds. 


CONCLUSION 

The internet has forced the music industry to adapt to it. It’s removed many of the traditional ways of creating, producing and distributing commercial music and placed greater control in the hands of songwriters, artists and musicians which has been a positive benefit. The way how songwriters share, collaborate and create music with producers and artist is now driven by many platforms on the internet.  Some may argue that the internet has negatively impacted the music industry, however this is outweighed by the way users consume music by buying, sharing and downloading music. 
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