		HPH17016/2309416

			
Assessment one: Archival exercise
TINTERN ABBEY
Methodology
As the National Archives (TNA) online database contains details of documents held by 2,500 archives in the UK, in addition to its own 32 million descriptions of records, this was the most convenient and efficient method of searching for archive material. 
It soon became apparent though, that without the use of specific filters including dates and location, the searches produced a significant amount of irrelevant data. 
As there was no specific research question that needed to be answered, the following references are intended to give a general overview of the everyday events in the running of Tintern Abbey.

Aberystwyth
  The National Library of Wales
     NLW MS 22631C 
Biblia Abbatie de Tinternie c.1240
The Tintern Abbey bible is typical of the thirteenth century and was written by two scribes in Latin, French and Hebrew with fine decorated initials and substantial glossing. The archive record notes that the bible is set out in the traditional order of French bibles having the usual number of prologues but has many discrepancies and omissions including the Prayer of Manasses. Although not an exceptional example of medieval bibles, it is nevertheless an important reference providing a vital contribution to understanding the attitudes and religious beliefs of medieval Wales in the thirteenth century. There is restricted access to the bible but it is available to view as a microfilm version at the library.

Aberystwyth
  National Library of Wales: Department of Collection Services
    NRA 12101 Badminton Manorial Vol 111 Monmouthshire p.34 1639
Porthcaseg Manor court roll. 1262-1267
This is just one example of the Manorial Court rolls associated with the lord of Porthcaseg between 1262-1267 and most importantly the matters under his jurisdiction. Porthcaseg manor is reputed to have been part of the lands gifted to Tintern Abbey by its founder Walter de la Clare. Included in the rolls is an extensive range of issues including disputes between ordinary people, property rights, rulings on the failure to maintain highways and gates, and additionally a register of the details of former lords of the manor.  
Providing a rich source of data, the Manorial rolls allow a greater understanding of the links between Tintern Abbey and local communities, including an insight into the local, social, family and economic dynamics of everyday medieval life. No digitised access available.

Gloucester
  Gloucestershire Archives
    D2700/NKI/1 ARCHON CODE: 40  
Manor of Charlton 1667/8-1774
(See also Monmouthshire: Monastic possessions of the dissolved abbey of Tintern 27-28 Hen. VIII. 21/4/1535-22/4/1537 London, The National Archives, SC6/HENVIII/2498 Special Collections Ministers and Receivers Accounts)

 The source contains details of Henry VIII’s possession of Tintern Abbey’s assets following its dissolution, under the 1536 Act of Suppression. In 1535, the abbey was valued at £192, just short of the minimum sum of £200 needed to avoid closure.[footnoteRef:1] A certified copy of title deeds and letters patent, show that sixteenth century grants were issued, reallocating Woolaston grange, formerly the property of Tintern Abbey. Valuables were sent to the royal treasury and abbey buildings were granted to Henry Somerset, second Earl of Worcester.[footnoteRef:2]   [1:  Janet Burton, ‘Tintern Cistercian Abbey’ in Abbeys and Priories of Medieval Wales ed. by Janet Burton and Karen Stober, (University Wales Press, 2015), pp. 204-209, (p.207).]  [2:  Kathleen Morgan and Brian S Smith, 'Woolaston: Manor and other estates', in A History of the County of Gloucester: Volume 10, Westbury and Whitstone Hundreds, ed. C R Elrington, N M Herbert and R B Pugh (London, 1972), pp. 106-109. British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/glos/vol10/  [accessed 4 November 2023].] 

The specifics of how religious houses and their assets were re-allocated during the period of dissolution, provide a valuable insight into the political, economic and religious landscape of the period. No digitised access available.

London
  The National Archives
    Sc 8/207/10321 and Sc 8/242/12092
Petitioners: Abbot and Convent of Tintern. Addressees: King. Nature of…1330
Source (Sc 8/207/10321) relates to a Petition addressed to the King, requesting that he consider the abbey’s right to the land of Hewelsfield, granted by Edward I but subsequently taken back into the King’s hands. The land was released to the abbey but on condition that it paid a yearly rent of £3 1s 5d. 
Following the petition to regain control of land at Hewelsfield, a further petition (Sc 8/242/12092) was lodged requesting that the abbey be discharged from the obligation to pay rent. The petition states that ‘certain people maliciously caused the vill’ of Hewelsfield to be removed from the abbey’s control. Both petitions give a valuable insight into the administrative and financial dealings of the abbey and the implications of falling out of favour with influential and wealthy patrons. No digitised access available.

London
  The National Archives
    C3/119/5	
Monneux v Flower: Plaintiffs: Thomas Monneux (otherwise Thomas Madocke) and other parishioners of Woollaston. 1558-1579.
When Tintern Abbey was founded in 1131 by Walter de la Clare, Woolaston Manor was also granted to the abbey and remained in its possession until its dissolution in 1535. Corn from Woolaston, up to the yearly value of £22 was allocated to the abbey, part of which, a ‘dole’, was distributed to the poor of the parish.[footnoteRef:3] This practice ended in 1546, hence the action brought by the parishioners in 1558 to have the allocation of corn reinstated. The source is a valuable record of the charitable role played by the abbey in supporting the local community. No digitised source available. [3:  Ibid. ] 


London
  The National Archives
     SC8/143/7136
Petitioners: Abbot of Tintern. Addressees: King and council in Parliament. Occupation: Abbot of Tintern. 1380
Along with their responsibilities to their own institutions, abbots also provided assistance to the crown by collecting taxes.[footnoteRef:4] The petition indicates that the incumbent Abbot of Tintern as appointed collector of the tenth or tax, has failed to secure payments from Margam, Llantarnam and Neath Abbeys and has submitted a request that his responsibility for the debts be discharged. This source is important because it provides a valuable insight into medieval ecclesiastical hierarchy, the way in which heads of religious institutions were encouraged to think of themselves as royal servants and their close links with government.[footnoteRef:5] The source has not been digitised. [4:  Martin Heale, The Abbots and Priors of Late Medieval and Reformation England, (Oxford: University Press, 2016), pp. 102-114.]  [5:  Ibid.] 


Manchester
  John Rylands Research Institute and Library, University of Manchester Library.
    GB 133 RYCH/744-748, Ryland Charters 
Grant by Hugh de la Harloter’ to Tintern Abbey 8(?)/3 1279
The Ryland collection contains several thousand deeds, charters and other documents dating from the mid-twelfth century. It is evident from the record that information on virtually every geographical area in England is recorded, including a comprehensive source of information relating to North and Mid Wales. 
The expansion of monasteries in Wales was largely dependent on the patronage received from powerful individuals in the form of land and money. This was a beneficial arrangement to both parties though, as abbots were an extremely commanding influence in their own right. The sources relating to Tintern Abbey contain a record of five grants by Hugh de la Harloter’ to Tintern Abbey in 1279. The source is important because it describes the close connection between religious institutions and local lords and princes. The source has not been digitised.
Conclusion
Although there is a growing trend towards the full digitisation of records including archive material, the sources generated for this assignment were only available for viewing at the relevant archive centre. 
Visiting archive collections remains the most efficient way to locate and access material especially that which predates the modern period and if these resources were to be studied in greater detail, the next stage of the research process would involve planning visits to the relevant archives in line with their individual policies on accessing records.
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