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1.0 
Executive Summary

This report contains my reasons behind choosing construction as my professional working career. It includes my reasoning and inspirations of why I felt compassionate in making the decision to turn a passion of general building into a pursuit of making it my working life. I will end the report with a conclusion of why it is the right decision for not just myself also my family too why I have chosen construction and what it has given back to me in return. I will add some photographs in the appendix of some of the projects I have worked on in the past.
2.0 Terms of Reference

2.1 The principal focus is to find why:
2.1.1 Who and what is my inspiration.
2.1.2 Why I am suited for the construction industry.
2.1.3 The report is due for submission on the 31st of October.

3.0 Procedure

This section identifies the research sources used.
3.1 The research included sources from T.V. and textbooks 
3.2 Notes taken in class also provided background to the research.
3.3 Photographs of my work 
4.0 Findings

4.1 From a young age I always assisted my grandfather on his house renovations, he bought and sold numerous homes with the intend of always updating/adapting the properties to sell on. From the age of around thirteen I was assisting in knocking down walls, removing fireplaces and general labouring in half terms with some weekends throughout the year. It wasn’t just the basics it was also doing the trades works, I assisted with doing plumbing and carpentry. This gave me a great platform to really understand all the aspects of general building and the hunger to always learn how to do several tasks in domestic buildings. He was very technical and practical with a great logical sense of working but now has sadly deteriorated with old age, but still manages to teach me a new way of thinking/working. We always collaborate well with each other talking and sharing knowledge as we do tasks, Burner wrote “learning includes a deep human need to respond to others and to operate jointly with them toward an objective” Bruner (1966 p. 67). This is evidential throughout our experiences together, with one example was last year I installed his kitchen and made fitted wardrobes for him, he stilled shadowed me watching from the corner of the room giving instructions under his watchful eye. He's a true inspiration to the reason of why I chose construction.
 
4.2 Leaving school, I went into construction I have a good practical and logical sense which is needed in construction, so naturally it was as a mean to earn good money at a young age. I was offered to go work on the construction of a large LNG site in Milford Haven (BBC 2009) as a carpenter’s mate by a family friend. I was the only carpenters’ mate on the site, this was a fortunate position as I was learning/labouring at the same time but specifically with a trade person/team. I worked for several months on the construction of large cylinder gas storage towers; this was on a continuous concrete pour with a hydraulic slip form that raised with the rise of the tower. Whilst working on construction site this large was a massive eye opener into civil construction, several different trades and engineers all working together to complete the project. The site was very strict on health and safety, one of the several onsite mandatory trainings was specific to working at height, as it mandatory under “Working at Height act 2005” to have correct training for me to be able to carry out my duties in a safe manor.

4.3 I didn’t get qualified on the site so took a change of direction and achieved a NVQ3 qualification in Joinery working in a workshop (Appendix 1) but once again had a call to venture back into to civil construction. This took me to Sierra Leone to work on a nationwide iron ore project	“Tonkolili Iron Ore Mine, Sierra Leone (Mining Frontier)” as a supervisor. I was always drawn by programs like comic relief on TV Comic Relief: The Record Breaker, 1999 and the amazing things they do for the children of Africa, as a side project I co managed the construction of a school, this was one of the most rewarding things I have done in my career and still feel a great sense of pride from it (Appendix 2). 











5.0	Conclusion

[bookmark: _Hlk117535422]5.1	The construction industry was a great choice for myself, and I’ve gained knowledge of many different disciplines within the industry. By efficient working and with my learning traits I truly grasped the tasks at hand naturally. I believe as time went on my knowledge grew along with my eagerness to progress/ challenge myself. This comes hand in hand with construction as it can take you in many different career paths, as with myself I’m currently working in the Planned maintenance department in a local housing authority organisation. I have great responsibility of delivering multi million pounds worth of work each year. Construction enabled me to buy a house at a young age, giving me a family home to raise a family, it also took me overseas and work with people from all over the world giving me different a perspective on cultures. It shows from gaining a construction trade I can do whatever in life and can always fall back to them skills so what Kahlil Gibran (2019) said “To you the Earth yields her fruit, and you shall not want if you know how to fill your hands” having the knowledge of carpentry I was able to make a fulfilling career in construction. I have a great work life balance as I also have flexible hours in my current Job, this modern approach really backs my overall satisfaction of getting into the construction industry. If I was in retail as an example traditionally its mostly working unsociable hours, bank holidays and weekends etc so choosing this career path has really suited me as I love weekend activities such as playing football and walks with the family. By doing the assignment it’s personally been enlightening reflecting back on my reasoning on to why I chose construction, it shows I’ve matured as a working professional as I’m able to reflect on my personal decisions and work life journey.  
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7.0	Appendices

7.1      Appendix 1

The picture below shows a picture of me working in the joinery workshop


[image: ]
Source: Lloyd Wilson (2009)



7.2 
       Appendix 2

The following picture is of myself and some of my work colleagues
[image: ]


Source: Lloyd Wilson (2013)
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