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                                               Research Methodology
This chapter of the dissertation shall analysis key research and data that I will be collecting surrounding the views and use from members of public and owners of firearms in the United Kingdom and the call to change laws following tragic incidents of mass shootings and events where firearms licence holders have gone on killing sprees and taking their own lives in mainland UK.
The objectives are to see how the most recent massacres in Plymouth and historic events such as Dunblane and Hungerford have changed the public’s perception on the ownership and use of weapons, I shall be speaking to farmers who rely on firearms for the protection of livestock such as sheep and poultry and I shall also get the views from sporting shooters who are known in the shooting world as plinkers, plinkers are informal target shooters who shoot targets for their own pleasure as a hobby,  I shall also be seeking the views of members of the public who are somewhat ignorant to the quantity of legally owned firearms in the UK and their uses.
There has also been numerous suicides by gun owners where they would take their own lives by a legally owned weapons, this does not always make mainstream news however local communities hear about these tragedies and this puts more pressure on public perception and licencing laws.
I have identified gaps with my research and how it could potentially be bias depending of the geographical area that the study is conducted, for example I live in Neath South-Wales, this is a semi-rural location that is surrounded by farmland and a population of people who enjoy country living, I would predict answers given by this community would vary from say a community from a city.

Research strategy
The research Methods that I shall be using throughout this dissertation will mainly interviews, I shall be selecting my candidate’s from different professions and ways of living, I shall be interviewing Sheep farmers who’s use of firearms would be for pest control against vermin such as fox and crows, I shall also be interviewing crop farmers whose main threat to their livelihood is the common Pidgeon and rabbits who eat their drilled seeds and crops.
I shall interview sport shooters (plinkers) who’s only use and justification of owning weapons is solely for target shooting, I do believe that this category to be the most at risk and any potential changes to firearms legislation may be under this category, I predict these candidates to be the most passionate and vocal of all interviewees , I shall interview members of the public in the local town to gain their views of ownership of weapons by civilians, I shall not be selective, I shall simply stop one in five people and ask if they agree to an interview, this however may give bias results due to the geographical location that I mentioned above.
Data Collection 
I shall set out ten questions and put them to my Candidates who will range from the sport shooter, farmer and the general public, I shall enter the results into a bar graphs to show views and perceptions of firearms and any views of the licencing reviews, I shall also include a section where the fears of both sides of the argument will be documented, this will give an opportunity to voice their own opinions and fears, again I would imagine the largest concerns would come from sport shooters as in my opinion this category does not hold a justifiable excuse to own such weapons hence why I believe they will be at greater risk from impending licencing reviews.
Due to Data protection, I shall not include personal details such as names and addresses, I will however document the age of participants as this may add an interesting result to the findings, I will be aware of all government guidelines surrounding covid 19 and all guidelines will be adhered to.
Once all data has been collected and documented I will send it to the British Association for Conservation and Wildlife (BASC) and see if they will publish it in their monthly magazine, I will also be in contact with a YouTube channel called Field sports Britain who are a pro hunting and fishing channel that release weekly news from the shooting world, They have heavy content surrounding the issues and worries of the shooting community of tightening laws.
I am eagerly excited to see the outcome of the interviews however aware I must stay impartial at all times during the interviews. 
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