Reflective Report

Module code: M4X02063
Module: Engineering Applications and Study Skills
Programme: All BEng Engineering Streams
Student name: Callum Evans 
Student number: 1702660


Introduction

During this report my aim will be reflect on how I think my coursework from my foundation year could have been improved, I will also highlight new techniques and skills that I demonstrated and learnt. Also, the report will include a summary of how completing theses assignments will help me through out this new academic year.

Coursework 1
 
My first assignment was to create a report on a workshop session on measuring and tolerances. The task was to reflect on the importance of measuring and how it can affect industry and cost companies millions. I was also asked to talk about what I learnt during the workshop session.
The feedback I received about my research techniques was not good as it was one of my worst scoring sections, I used a reasonable number of sources, but I didn’t reference properly as some pictures were referenced but some information was missing such as year and author.
In the future I should use the UWTSD Harvard referencing guide to improve my work further. The second section was knowledge and understanding. In this section I had a good explanation of tolerances and the importance of bad measuring and the effects it can have.
However, I should have mentioned how the measuring of tolerances is conducted, such as stacked tolerances. My feedback said that I need to proof read my work as there was a lot of errors in my work, also that I didn’t refer to the workshop session I had with Gareth. The brief told me to do this, so in future I will make sure to read the brief properly to maximise marks.  
During the workshop session Gareth showed us how to use a micrometre. Prior to this session I thought I knew how to use one, but Gareth soon showed me that I didn’t by getting me to read out the measurement the micrometre was showing, which I got wrong. I feel the skills I learnt here will help me in all my machine workshops as there is always something to be measuring. I now know I can be 100 percent accurate when using a micrometre. We also had a go on the milling machine. We were showed how to input measurements on all 3 axis and how to adjust the machine to achieve perfect results. 

Coursework 2
During this piece of coursework, I was tasked to create a technical poster on a guest lecture of my choice. I decided to do it on bike dynamics. The poster was to include information I gained from the guest lecture and from other information I could gather myself.
My main problems that I had during this piece of course work is mostly the same as the first. My referencing was missing information and I had no in text citations.  I didn’t reference information that was gained from the lecture itself. The layout of my poster was also poor as it was difficult to follow, the first paragraph didn’t say what my poster was about. This could have been down to ne rushing my assignment last minute before the deadline. Some of my statements should have been backed up with proof of who said them and where I found the information.  My poster lacked a conclusion that should have summarised all the areas I covered. I didn’t do these key points mainly because of not reading the assignment brief properly,
	I seem to be losing most marks because of poor referencing and not touching on all points in the brief, so in the future I should improve my marks by making sure to have perfect referencing and making sure the assignment has all the contents that’s on the brief. I should try to lay out the text in ways which has some sort of order and not just randomly placed around the page. For example, I should be placing pictures all around my poster and not just in one place, this will improve the presentation.


Coursework 3
This assignment involved creating a presentation on given titles with at least one other person. Me and Harry Grundy chose electrical cars, we were tasked to perform a 5-minute presentation in front of assessors. We gave a good explanation about how electric cars work but we took to long on this part of the presentation and wasted too much time on this. We made sure to talk about the specifications of some of the fastest electrical cars and show how far the technology has come.
	We could have used a comparison table to compare electrical cars to petrol and diesel cars to make it easier for the assessor to compare the data. In future presentations I should try to be more organised and have notes rather than a script. This will help to engage with my audience and keep my eyes up. Also, if I work in a group make sure to communicate and to make sure everyone does their fair share of work. 
	As I will be doing a lot of presentations in the future its important I get them right, but with these few changes a feel as my presentations will improve drastically. 

 Overview
The main things I need to improve going into the future are my referencing and my proof reading. I feel as if I lost out on a lot of marks last year just because of these mistakes. Already this year I have been more organised with filing my work and making sure to label pieces of work correctly and keep them together because this will help me with revision at the end of they year. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	So overall there will be a few more things I need to improve on but these adjustments will set me up nicely. 





														
