
WHAT’S THE BIG DEAL   with books 
 



William Blake - Songs of Innocence and Experience
1790’s until the 1830’s 

Self-published 
Handmade 
45 copies in existance

Arthur Rimbaud - Une Saison En Enfer 
1873
 
Self-published 
Printed in Belgium with money borrowed from Rimbaud’s mother
 
5 copies distributed - 495 found in the 1920’s



THESE AREN’T PHOTOBOOKS... 
 So who cares? 



William Klein  - LIFE IS GOOD & GOOD FOR YOU IN NEW YORK

Published 1956, Paris 





Artists’ books occupy a central place in the oeuvres of 
both Klein and Moriyama. Before photography gained 
acceptance as an artistic medium, such publications were 
often the only way to make experimental works public.

In the case of Klein - parallel to his activity as a fashion 
photographer for Vogue, Klein was working on Life is 
Good and Good for You in New York (1956). 

His street photography showed the city’s people in often 
aggressive scenes, shot in extreme close-up with wide-
angle distortion, deliberate blurring and unusual compo-
sitions. 

The book’s visual idiom and choice of motifs was so pro-
vocative that it was banned from publication in the US, 
only finding a publisher in Paris with the help of Klein’s 
friend and sometime collaborator Chris Marker.



     Financially Bankrupt, 
Culturally Minted     



Some books will make big bucks

but most of the time thats not what its about....

Here are two lucky and iconic classics - in reprint







Some books will make even bigger bucks

and know one knows just why....



Some books will make BIG IMPACTS









and some are bound to be big!





THE PHOTO and THE BOOK 
 The symbiotic relationship 



The Photo and the Book are a match made in heaven:

•	  The Photo lends itself to the page/book - beyond any 
other medium besides the concrete poem. 

•	 Before Photography was in a frame & editioned in  
galleries it was in a book. 

•	 Photography can think in sequences 
 
	 aesthetic sequences 
	 story telling 
	 etc



The Photo and the Book are a match made in heaven:

•	  The Photo lends itself to the page/book - beyond any 
other medium besides the concrete poem. 

•	 Before Photography was in a frame & editioned in  
galleries it was in a book. 

•	 Photography can think in sequences 
 
	 aesthetic sequences 
	 story telling 
	 a specific subject 
	 etc



The Photo and the Book are a match made in heaven:

•	  The Photo lends itself to the page/book - beyond any 
other medium besides the concrete poem. 

•	 Before Photography was in a frame & editioned in  
galleries it was in a book. 

•	 Photography can think in sequences

The very idea of the negative is to multiply and reproduce 
the single image. 
 

As the most “readible” visual medium the semiotics of the 
Photo are easily approachable - and have been used in:

•	 Posters
•	 Advertising
•	 Magazines
•	 Instagram
•	 The Selfie
•	 ad nauseum 



The Photo and the Book are a match made in heaven:

•	  The Photo lends itself to the page/book - beyond any other 
medium besides the concrete poem. 

•	 Before Photography was in a frame & editioned in  
galleries it was in a book. 

•	 Photography can think in sequences

Simply put - a photo never feels reduced - unlike a sculp-
ture or a painting which will loose dimensions - textures 
etc. 



WHY A PUBLISHER 
 and what’s the difference 



The Different Models

•	  Self-Publishing 

•	 “Vanity publishing” 

•	 Gallery catalogues 

•	 and the rest



The Different Models

•	  Self-Publishing 

•	 “Vanity publishing” 

•	 Gallery catalogues 

•	 and the rest

Things to condsider: 

Don’t think you’ll make enough money to have a bowl of 
soup... it’s not worth it.

				      Financing the book
				      Production management
				      Storage
				      
DISTRIBUTION: 
Knowing and communicating with bookshops
Shipping to bookshops 
Invoicing bookshops



The Different Models

•	  Self-Publishing 

•	 “Vanity publishing” 

•	 Gallery catalogues 

•	 and the rest

A fantastic scam.... 



The Different Models

•	  Self-Publishing 

•	 “Vanity publishing” 

•	 Gallery catalogues 

•	 and the rest

It is what it is - a catalogue. 
But at times - if the gallery are wise - they can be magnificent 
- albeit limited distrubution.



The Different Models

•	  Self-Publishing 

•	 “Vanity publishing” 

•	 Gallery catalogues 

•	 and the rest Believe in the Artists we work with.

Invest in the book - so have to distribute the book.

Innovative. 
 
Exposure





THE BASICS  
KEEPING IT SIMPLE & SMALL 
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Nieves Catalogue  Larry Clark 
Nieves Store
Nieves Resources
Nieves Novelties

Untitled 1
Larry Clark (New York, USA)

Nieves is pleased to present 2 new Zines by Larry Clark as the
February issues of the 2006 Zine Series, two intimate selections from
both Tulsa (1963 - 1971) published in 1972 and Teenage Lust (1963 -
1983) first 

look inside

24 Pages, 14 x 20 cm, b/w Photocopy, Edition of 150, 2006

Published in occasion of the Exhibition by
Larry Clark at Le Case D'Arte in Milan

see also Larry Clark Untitled 2

Out of Print

About Contact Mailing List
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Nieves Catalogue  Larry Clark  Inside 
Nieves Store
Nieves Resources
Nieves Novelties

24 Pages
14 x 20 cm
b/w Photocopy
Edition of 150
2006



COVERS 

‘judging a book by its cover’



PAYING HOMAGE  Looking at Influences





















MAKING A BOOK

DANIEL GORDON   STILL LIFES PORTRAITS AND PARTS 
 
 



     FINDING    DANIEL GORDON





     HELLO,   LETS DO A BOOK    



Daniel
 Gordon
Daniel
 Gordon









     GETTING IDEAS TOGETHER   DESIGNERS   TEXT   DEADLINES    



Direction 1 — Relative Sizes
— Sticker on High Glossy Color Paper Cover 
— Folded Binding
— Foil Letters
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Still Lifes, Portraits, 
and Parts

Daniel Gordon

Still Lifes, Portraits, 

and Parts

Daniel Gordon



Direction 1 — Relative Sizes
— Image Page, Sample Spread

9

18.9 ×
 23.75 Inches.



Direction 1 — Relative Sizes
— Image Page, Sample Spread

7

36 ×
 45 Inches.





     PULLING IDEAS APART   DESIGNERS    DEADLINES    













     Nobuyoshi Araki   Marvelous 
Tales  Of  Black 
Ink  



















And the world has yet another Araki book - putting the 
total over 400 +......



     Boris Mikhailov   I Am Not I  
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